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“Unlike any other property | have ever owned - just a great
place and simple to own.”

“Our hotel-condo is something our entire family can enjoy for
decades to come.”

“| realized purchasing a hotel-condo not only gives me a place
to stay during the busy football season but it's actually a salid
investment too.”

What is a Condo-Hotel?

The only real difference between a Hotel and a
Condo-Hotel is ownership. Instead of one owner of
the entire property, there is an owner of each unit
(room), like a condo building. And those individuals
that elect to join the optional rental program are, in
effect, hiring the hotel's management company to
operate their room (condo) as a part of the hotel,
The management company, in turn, takes all the
units in the optional rental program and uses them
in the fully operational hotel.

*Ownership may include rental program opportunities

The Collegiate Inn of Blacksburg, a Luxury
Condo-Hotel in the heart of Hokie country, is the ideal
place for Virginia Tech fans and anyone who enjoys
Blacksburg's unique style of rest and relaxation.

Hokie alums often speak of buying a second home in
Blacksburg. However, those that take action, soon find
their Blacksburg weekends meant for rest and relaxation,
turn into frustration and work on their second home.

While everyone loves to own real estate that can
appreciate, most hate worrying about renters, broken
pipes, landscaping, utility bills, and unexpected
maintenance bills. Mow you can enjoy all the benefits of
second home ownership, without any of the worries -
it's what we call Hassle-Free ownership...

at the Collegiate Inn of Blacksburg.
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FIDDLER'S GREEN

3169 Commerce Street

Blacksburg, Virginia

240.953.2080

infi asbuilders.com

www.fiddlersgreenvr.com




THE HOKIE CLUB ...
THE OFFICIAL FUNDRAISING ARM FOR VIRGINIA TECH ATHLETICS

The Hokie Club is more than justa membership. It's taking a road trip to see the Hokies play. It's that desire to drive to Blacksburg to
S€€ a game just so you can be on campus. It’s the pride you feel when the Hokies succeed. It’s that feeling that overwhelms you and
lets you know without a doubt . .. yeah, I'm a Hokiel

The Hokie Club, supporting Tech athletics since 1949,

WAYS TO GIVE:
QUARTERLY PAYMENTS

i “Hokie Matic” the Hokie Club’s

gs account. In addition to this popular option, many Hokie Club

members choose to make their annual donations using quarterly payments.

Designating quarterly payments is

Once quarterly payments have been d

esignated, the donor will receive remind
October. For more information or inquiri

es about setting up quarterly payments,

ers during the months of January, April, July and
contact the Hokie Club at (540) 231-6618.

For more information on how to give to Virginia Tech athletics, contact the Hokie Club at

(540) 231-6618 or visit hokieclub.com.
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o Supporting Tech Athletics Since 1949
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The following represents annual giving donors (gi
membership since August 2008. We want to cele

New members

Diane
Donald

Althouse
Armistead

Atlantic Credit & Finance Inc.

Charles
Mark
Morgan
James
Bailey
Myra
Matthew
Kenneth
Jason
Stephanie
Arthur
Carl
Carissa
Mark
James
Thomas
Chadwick
Allen
Kenneth
Robert
Lea
Patrick
David
Robert
Mark
Cindy
Sandra
Jo Ellen
Charles
Jason
John
James & Susan
George
Jason
Ben
John
John
Michael
William
Brian
Candice
Jeremy
Aroldo
Linda
Mike
Paul
Ashley
Christopher
Justin
Kay
James
Keith
Blair
Charlotte
Michael
William
Mark
Brian
Thomas
Carl
Linda
Barry
John
Gil
Frank
Ann
Bradley
Robert
Mark
Marc
Christopher
Melissa
Jesse
Patrick
Thomas
Richard
Brendan
Shayne
Adam & Beth
Seth
Charles

Austin
Avignone
Bailey
Ballangee
Barco
Barger
Barnhart
Basehore
Bates
Behling
Bell
Benson, Il
Biddle
Blanchard
Blasingame
Blaszak
Blythe
Booker
Boward
Braig
Branson
Brogan
Bromberg
Brose
Bucciero
Bucy
Bullinger
Butler
Butler, Jr.
Campbell
Cecil
Chapman
Cheshire
Ciatteo
Coffman
Courtney
Cullen
Daciek
Dalton
Davenport
Davis
Davis

De Leon
Demler
Domecus
Dooley
Dooley
Dougherty
Dowell
Dunkley
Dunn
Dunn
Eason
Edelen
Edelen
Edwards
Farmer
Fitzgerald
Fitzsimmons
Fleisher
Fleming
Fletcher
Flores
Flores, Jr.
Ford
Fortune
Foster
Freeburn, Jr.
Freund
Friedberg
Friel
Garcia
Gardner
Gazzolo
Gill
Goode
Gower
Graham
Gray
Greenberg
Greene

Roanoke, VA
Herndon, VA
Roanoke, VA
Independence, VA
Mokena, IL
London
Columbus, GA
Virginia Beach, VA
Buchanan, VA
Charlotte, NC
Greenwood, SC
Charlotte, NC
Adamstown, MD
Chesterfield, VA
Troutville, VA
Forest, VA
Troutville, VA
Yorktown, VA
Blacksburg, VA
Richmond, VA
Roanoke, VA
Fishersville, VA
Williamsburg, VA
Richmond, VA
Norfolk, VA
Leesburg, VA
Maumee, OH
Christiansburg, VA
Riner, VA
Chesapeake, VA
Huntersville, NC
Hopewell, VA
Lynchburg, VA
Pikeville, KY
Virginia Beach, VA
Virginia Beach, VA
Richmond, VA
Richmond, VA
Halifax, VA
Keswick, VA
Severna Park, MD
Hurt, VA
Lynchburg, VA
Blacksburg, VA
Blacksburg, VA
Venice, CA
Washington Crossing, PA
Novato, CA
Roanoke, VA
Charlotte, NC
Louisville, OH
Southport, NC
Stuart, VA

Stony Creek, VA
Yale, VA

Virginia Beach, VA
Reston, VA
Centreville, VA
Blacksburg, VA
Reva, VA

Ruther Glen, VA
Scott Depot, WV
Moneta, VA
Christiansburg, VA
Smithfield, VA
Manassas, VA
Raleigh, NC
Forest, VA

Glen Allen, VA
Christiansburg, VA
Charlotte, NC
Centreville, VA
Blacksburg, VA
Virginia Beach, VA
Chester, MD
Towson, MD
Charleston, SC
Colleyville, TX
Haymarket, VA
Greenville, SC
Cincinnati, OH
Roanoke, VA
Blacksburg, VA
Alpharetta, GA

Matt
David
Vicky
Jeremie
Michele
Jeffrey
Amanda
Joseph
Charles
Tom
Douglas
Charles
Bret
Nicholas
David
Jeffrey
Daniel
Shawn
Stuart
Pochang
John
William
Dwayne
Kevin & Jennifer
Nelson
Daniel
Mike & Brooke
Jennifer
Stephen
Kenneth
Daniel
Junseong
Corey
Michael
Catherine
Wallace
Steve
Stephen
Mark
Evan
Thomas
Womack
Wayne & Dorothy
David
Andrew
Clarence
Marvin
Tammy
Sharyn
Steve
David
Steve
John
Thomas
Alison
Brandon
Mike
Jonathan
John
Linda
Kimberly
Matthew
Ryan & Lyndsey
Jason
Steven
Jessica
Sherri & Paul
Grant
Nicholas
Duy
Ryan
Kevin
John
Robert
Russell
Andrew
Jared
Philip
Paul
Daryl
Thomas & Stacey
Stephen & Mariana
Joseph
Kelley
Robert
Thomas

fts from $100 to $10,000 annually) who have eit
brate these commitments of helping improve

Gross
Haarz
Hale
Halvorson
Hampion-D'Ambrosio
Harbison
Hardwick
Harrington
Harris, Jr.
Hawksworth, Il
Herakovich
Herbert, Jr.
Herrala
Hienz
Hobart, Jr.
Homan
Horton, Jr.
Hoysradt
Hoyt

Hsu
Hubble
Huber
Huffman
Hughes
Hungate, Jr.
Hurd
Jackson
Jones
Jones
Judd

Kim

Kim

Kite
Klapmeyer
Kleemann
Klein, lll
Kolev
Kovalsky
Lasher
Lau
Lavinder
Lee
Leininger
Lewis
Lewter
Lewter
Lewter
Lightner
Littleton
Litz
Lively, Jr.
Maddox
Maine
Marsh
Martin
Martin
Martin
Mason
McClain
McGill
McKay
McKinney
Millard
Miller
Mize
Moore
Mylott
Nash
Nelson
Nguyen
Norton
Paasch
Palmer
Pannell
Parrish
Patacca
Peck
Peck
Pemberton
Pendry
Perons
Phillips
Phillips
Powell
Pugh
Ramsey, IV

Christiansburg, VA
Vienna, VA
Culpeper, VA
Virginia Beach, VA
Eqg Harbor Township, NJ
Springville, AL
Blacksburg, VA
Arlington, VA
Lexington Park, MD
Deltaville, VA
Raleigh, NC
Chandler, AZ
Roanoke, VA
Baltimore, MD
Blacksburg, VA
Manassas, VA
Mount Airy, NC
Portsmouth, VA
Springfield, VA
Cerritos, CA
Richmond, VA
Blacksburg, VA
Luray, VA

Bristol, VA

Hardy, VA
Blacksburg, VA
Christiansburg, VA
Richmond, VA
Huntersville, NC
Frederick, MD
Fairfax, VA
Blacksburg, VA
Gore, VA
Honolulu, HI
Arlington, VA
Salem, VA
Colonial Heights, VA
Mendham, NJ
High Point, NC
Sugar Land, TX
Marietta, GA
Franklin, VA
Blacksburg, VA
Washington, NC
Odenville, AL
Murfreesboro, TN
Fayetteville, TN
Kingsport, TN
Odenville, AL
Abingdon, VA
Richmond, VA

Big Stone Gap, VA
Earlysville, VA
Falls Church, VA
Charlotte, NC
Sandy Hook, VA
Christiansburg, VA
Richmond, VA
Rustburg, VA
Baltimore, MD
Blacksburg, VA
Arlington, VA
Asheville, NC
Mount Jackson, VA
Norfolk, VA
Dunnsville, VA
Radford, VA
Morrisville, NC
Ashburn, VA
Round Rock, TX
Richmond, VA
Virginia Beach, VA
Stafford, VA
Midlothian, VA
Smithfield, VA
Alexandria, VA
Winston Salem, NC
High Paint, NC
Roanoke, VA
Clayton, NC
Elkridge, MD
Roanoke, VA
Blacksburg, VA
Midlothian, VA
Fredericksburg, VA
Raleigh, NC

her joined as new Hokie Club memb
Virginia Tech athletics by recognizin

James
Jon-Michael
Charlotte
Deisher
Matthew
John

John
Robert & Sherri
Beverly
Daniel
Ryan
Katrina
Clarence & Susan
Daniel

Mike
Robert
David & Meredith
Cody
Michael
Miranda
Deborah
Cassie

Paul

Eric

Janis
Clinton
Katherine
Brian
Jeffrey
Ronald
James
Matthew
Allison
Darin
Vernon
William

Les
Kristopher
Matthew
Thomas
Aaron
David
Michael
Gary

Russ & Jennifer
Xu

Rice, Il
Rosch
Ryan
Sarah
Sayre
Seago
Sheppard
Shupe
Singleton
Smith
Smith
Sorrell
Sowers
Spracher
Stank
Steadman
Steinbraker
Stepp
Stoakley
Sullivan
Sweeny
Templeton
Templeton
Terry
Thomas
Thomas
Thomasson
Thrower
Tucker, Jr.
Van Sise
VanGilder, IV
Vepraskas
Vetter
Wade

Wall

Ward, Jr.
Watson
Watts
Webb
Wiles, IV
Williams
Winfield
Woerner
Wright
Yonce
Zhao

ers or have upgraded their Hokie Club
g them and by saying “Thank You!”

Williamsburg, VA
Warrenton, VA
Yorktown, VA
Radford, VA
Charlotte, NC
Blacksburg, VA
Raleigh, NC
Salem, VA
Radford, VA
Standardsville, VA
Towson, MD
Raleigh, NC
Riner, VA
Blacksburg, VA
Raleigh, NC
Richmond, VA
Chester, VA
Blacksburg, VA
Richmond, VA
Fairfax, VA
Durham, NC
Atlanta, GA
Atlanta, GA
Magnolia, TX
Raleigh, NC

Fort Mill, SC
Durham, NC
Emporia, VA
Forest, VA
Southport, NC
Blacksburg, VA
Chantilly, VA
Alexandria, VA
Hoover, AL
Gretna, VA
Doswell, VA
Charlotte, NC
Lynchburg, VA
Roanoke, VA
Chatham, VA
Williamsburg, VA
Roanoke, VA

Kill Devil Hills, NC
Chesapeake, VA
Ashland, VA
Allen, TX

Upgrading members

James

Randy

Jacob

Thomas

Richard

Derek

Sheila

Sandra & Joseph
Anthony

Agner
Albert
Alcauskas
Alexander
Alley, Jr.
Altizer
Ames
Ammons
Applegarth

Appomattox River Manufacturing Co.

Dawn

Archer

Aspen Motion Technologi_es, Inc.

Rusten
Walter

Ken & Melissa
Timothy
Wesley
Andrew
Lusby

Troy

David
Katherine
Kenneth
Russ & Nora
Scott

TW.
Douglas
James
George
Kathy
Gregory
Michael & Ashley
Russell

Ted

Jeffrey

Keith

Paul

Bailey
Bailey, Jr.
Baker

Bane
Barrow
Bewick
Blackwell, Jr.

Blankenship, Jr.

Blevins
Bloomer
Bogacik
Bohart
Boiles
Bonham
Borenstein
Bragg, Jr.
Brame
Bray
Brewer
Brody
Brown
Brown
Bryant
Buckley
Burchett, Jr.

Roanoke, VA
Bluefield, WV
Arlington, VA
Chantilly, VA
Charlottesville, VA
Christiansburg, VA
Boyce, VA
Herndon, VA
Dundalk, MD
Keysville, VA
Chilhowie, VA
Radford, VA
Ashburn, VA
Alexandria, VA
Midlothian, VA
Roanoke, VA
Martinsville, VA
Blacksburg, VA
Culpeper
Troutville, VA
Roanoke, VA
Charlotte, NC
Lynchburg, VA
Baltimore, MD
Clifton, VA
Blacksburg, VA
Atlanta, GA
Goochland, VA
Pulaski, VA
Burke, VA

Fairfax, VA
Ashburn, VA
Kennesaw, GA
Lexington, VA
Virginia Beach, VA
Winston-Salem, NC
Roanoke, VA




Sharon Burgard
Eli Burke
M.A. Burnette
Richard Butler
Patricia Caldwell
Brian Callsen
Mark Campbell
Amanda Carbonello
Ryan Carson
Kelly Chambliss
Clabaugh & Clabaugh

Edward Clark, Il
James Clarke
Moses Clements
Greg Cline

Ben Coffman
Spencer Combos
Donald Compton
Ray Consoli
Edward Cook, Jr.
Daniel Corker, Jr.
Steven Cox

Terry Craft
Shawn Crist
Patrick Crow

W. M. Crowe
Allen Crumpler
Brian Crutchfield
Joshua Cumbow
Arthur Dailey
Carroll Dale
Thomas Davidson
Kameron Davis

Daniel DeJarnette, Sr.

Bibi Dietrich
Todd Dixon
Brian Donohue
Stephen Driskill
Dennis Duff

Jay Duffie
Blake Duncan
Martha Eddy
Hollye Edwards
Helen Ellis
Danny Elmore
Willis Elmore
Michael Equi
Tracy Estes
Chris Farrell
Daniel Fass
Jonathan Felumlee
Joseph Ferguson
Chuck Fetter
Ellett Fields, Jr.
Bryant Fisher
David Fisher
Jeffrey Flint
Bradley Foster
Paul Fritz

Alex Fritz

Russ Fulcher
Terry Fuqua
Mark Gardner
Kurt Gavalier
Christopher Goetz
Rodney Goins, Il
Timothy Golden
Deborah Gonsa
Lury Goodall, Jr.
Daniel Gordon
James Gouger
Owen & Cheryl Green
Roy Green
Harry Gregori, Jr.
David Griffith
George Hailer
Brian Hall
Robert Hall
Christopher Hardy
Richard Harman, Sr.
Inez Harmon
Carla Harris
David Haskins
Elaine Hawkins
Keith Hedgepeth
Gary & Barbara Helbert
Brent Helmandollar
Michael Henderson
Wendell Hensley

Fort Payne, AL
Brambleton, VA
Lynch Station, VA
Virginia Beach, VA
New York, NY
Falls Church, VA
Hampton, VA
Germantown, MD
Pamplin, VA

San Francisco, CA
Floyd, VA
Saltville, VA
Louisa, VA
Chesneg, SC
Charlottesville, VA
Richmond, VA
Cary, NC

Tampa, FL
Alexandria, VA
Manassas, VA
Mechanicsville, VA
Blacksburg, VA
Washington, DC
Roanoke, VA
Spring Lake, NC
Christiansburg, VA
Hampton, VA
Charlotte, NC
Abingdon, VA
Charlotte, NC
Wise, VA

Saltville, VA
Norfolk, VA
Gladys, VA
Vienna, VA

Glen Allen, VA
Reston, VA
Ringgold, VA
Ashburn, VA
Radford, VA
Salem, VA
Richmond, VA
Dallas, TX
Covington, VA
Forest, VA
Blacksburg, VA
Midlothian, VA
Kenbridge, VA
Alexandria, VA
Arlington, VA
Newport News, VA
Blountstown, FL
Arlington, VA
Virginia Beach, VA
Arlington, VA
Hardy, VA
Fishersville, VA
Christiansburg, VA
Oak Hill, VA
Blacksburg, VA
Bassett, VA
Vinton, VA
Blacksburg, VA
Herndon, VA
Bristow, VA
Salisbury, NC
Fairfax, VA
Arlington, VA
Salem, VA
Christiansburg, VA
San Diego, CA
Centreville, VA
Alberta, VA
Richmond, VA
Salem, VA

Natick, MA
Beaverdam, VA
Richmond, VA
Charlotte, NC
Roanoke, VA
Hardy, VA
Richmond, VA
Poquoson, VA
Roanoke, VA
Hopewell, VA
Madison Heights, VA
Leesburg, VA
Roanoke, VA
Blacksburg, VA

Geoffrey
Billy
Samuel
Robert
James
James

Hintze
Hite
Hodges
Hogan
Holder
Hornbeck

HouseSmart Construction, Inc.

Chris

Lucas
Christine
Stephen
Robert
Steve
Frederick
Richard
David
Leonard
John

David
Megan
Robert
Garnie
John

John

Lloyd

Todd

Henry
Eileen

Irene & Randolph
Todd
Charles
Marc

Scott

John
Denise
Natasha
Mary Jane
Sidney
Bruce

John
Geoffrey
Michael
Brenda

Lisa

Linda & Kenneth
Jeremy
Christopher
Dan
Stephen
Lynn & Ellen
Tim & Karen
Barbara
Dennis

Mike & Kathy
Linda
Robert
David
Talmadge
Mike

Marvin
Randolph
Nick
Melissa
Joan
Kenneth
James

Larry
Johnson
James
Tommy
Tommy
Benjamin
Tracy & John
Ethan
Daniel

Paul

Mark

James

Tom & Brenda
Gary
Andrew
Robert
Steven & Sharon
Scott
Ronald
Thomas
John

Mark

Patrick & Robin

Howard
Huddleston
Huffins
Jamison
Jancerak
Jennings
Johnston, Il
Jones
Jones
Joyce, Jr.
Karr
Keegan
Kelhart
Kenison
Kennedy
Kent, Jr.
Kilareski
King
Kiracofe
Klutz, Ill
Lauby
Leech
Leeson
Legg

Leib

Levin

Little
Londos
Lowe
Lucas
Lyons, Jr.
MacPherson
Mahaney, Jr.
Mann
Marrin
Martin
Mason
Mason
Matney
Maxwell
McCloskey
McCoy
McCoy
McGahey
McGehee
Mcllhenny
Melo
Meyerhoffer
Middlebrooks
Minor
Mitchell
Mong
Mood
Moore
Moore
Moore
Moore
Moore, Jr.
Morgan
Morrison
Moss, Jr.

Muscatello, Jr.

Naggs
Naggs
Naprstek
Nelms
Newell
Nichols
Northey
Nunn
Ostheimer
Overholt
Overstreet
Paloma
Pannell, Il
Parker
Pennington
Perkins
Peterman
Phillips
Pierce
Pillis

Huntsville, AL
Blacksburg, VA
Mocksville, NC
Charleston, WV
Richmond, VA
Landenberg, PA
Roanoke, VA
Peterstown, WV
Winchester, VA
Roanoke, VA
Roanoke, VA
Matthews, NC
Tuscaloosa, AL
Lansdowne, VA
Danville, VA
Fairfax Station, VA
Chesterfield, VA
Chesapeake, VA
Cincinnati, OH
Alexandria, VA
Potomac, MD
Rocky Gap, VA
Richmond, VA
Woodbridge, VA
Salem, VA
Bridgewater, VA
Kitty Hawk, NC
Falls Church, VA
Elliston, VA
Salem, VA
Roanoke, VA
Highland Park, TX
Norfolk, VA
Suffolk, VA
Herndon, VA
Radford, VA
Midlothian, VA
Westerville, OH
Falls Church, VA
Kenbridge, VA
Richmond, VA
Staunton, VA
Pulaski, VA
Colonial Heights, VA
Colonial Heights, VA
Pounding Mil,, VA
Greenville, SC
Sunnyvale, CA
Harrisonburg, VA
Lexington, VA
Jonesborough, TN
Lynchburg, VA
Montpelier, VA
Yorktown, VA
Midlothian, VA
Chesapeake, VA
Prince George, VA
Summerfield, NC
Murfreesboro, TN
Gaithersburg, MD
Midlothian, VA
Virginia Beach, VA
Marietta, OH
Blacksburg, VA
Southern Pines, NC
Charlotte, NC
Ridgeway, VA
Richmond, VA
Christiansburg, VA
Blacksburg, VA
Blacksburg, VA
Wake Forest, NC
Smithfield, VA
Centreville, VA
Pickerington, OH
Suffolk, VA
Clarksville, VA
Richmond, VA
Rocky Mount, VA
Christiansburg, VA
Virginia Beach, VA
Midlothian, VA
Charlotte, NC
Richmond, VA
Covington, VA
Manassas, VA
Blacksburg, VA
Fairfax, VA

Salem, VA

John

James & Lauren
Charles
Robert
Richard

Ted & Brenda
James
Steven
William

Marta & Erick
Brian

Phil

Pollard, Ill
Potter
Potts, Jr.
Quinn
Rakes
Rappaport
Rayfield
Reardon
Reinhart, Jr.
Reppe
Reynolds
Rife

Roanoke Orthopeadic Center, Inc.

Jimmy
Helen

David

Paul

William

Jay

Matthew
Roy
Ryerson, Inc.
Bradford
Douglas
Robert
Wayne
Kathryn
Edward
Cathi
Richard
Hunter
Elizabeth
Gerald & Rhonda
Edward

Vicki

Crispin
Brandon
Barry

Craig

Robert
Robert
Glenn & Lori
William
Conley
Barbara
Gretchen
James

Emily

Buddy & Ann
Turner

Mari

William
Gregory
James
Samuel & Bertha
Sarah
Ashley
Timothy
Judy

Eric

Leonard
Sam

Mat

Joseph

Greg & Sandy
Charlotte
Steven & Lori
Mark

Daniel
Michael
Allison
Darlene
Bradford
Ronald
Thomas
Richard & Robin
Kelly

Ryan

William & Beverly
Thomas
Lynn

Tim

Michael
Martin
Clifford
Nathan

Paul

David
Vincent

Roberts
Roberts
Roberts
Roberts
Robertson, Jr.
Robinson
Rohrer
Runyon, IlI

Ryffel
Saunders
Schirmer
Schwartz
Schwendenman
Scott
Seawell
Sedgley
Sexton
Shelton
Sheppard
Short
Silver
Simmons
Smith
Snodgrass
Starnes
Steadman
Steadman
Stevens
Stewart, IV
Stone
Stromeyer
Strub
Symonds
Taylor
Taylor
Taylor
Tenga
Thomas, Jr.
Thompson
Thornton
Tignor
Tilson-Miano
Tingler
Trigilio
Turner
Turpin
Tuskey
Updike
Urbanik
Vipperman
Vlahos
Wagner
Wagner
Wales
Walker
Ward
Wash
Weatherman
Weaver
Weaver
Webb
Webster
White

Wil
Wilson
Winborne
Wolf
Woodruff
Wurst
Wylie
Yerby, Jr.
Yingling
Young
Zier

Zoby
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Reston, VA
Wise, VA
Roanoke, VA
Yorktown, VA
Midlothian, VA
Austin, TX
Chespeake, VA
Chesapeake, VA
Bluffton, SC
Davidson, NC
Marietta, GA
Moneta, VA
Roanoke, VA
Midlothian, VA
Naples, FL
Seattle, WA
Blacksburg, VA
Seaford, DE
Powhatan, VA
Mechanicsville, VA
Suffolk, VA
Pounding Mil, VA
Glen Allen, VA
Montpelier, VA
Virginia Beach, VA
Goode, VA
Albuquerque, NM
Centenary, SC
Roanoke, VA
Richmond, VA
Clayton, NC
Hurt, VA
Charlotte, NC
Dublin, VA
Falmouth, VA
Lilburn, GA
Chesterfield, VA
Roanoke, VA
Chantilly, VA
Richmond, VA
Richmond, VA
Williamsburg, VA
Richmond, VA
Destin, FL

Great Falls, VA
Fairfax, VA
Salem, VA
Roanoke, VA
Vinton, VA
Craddockville, VA
Fairfax, VA
Midlothian, VA
Atlanta, GA
Farmville, VA
McLean, VA
Radford, VA
Atlanta, GA
Annapolis, MD
Mooresville, IN
Herndon, VA
Richmond, VA
Lynchburg, VA
Dallas, TX
Moneta, VA
Charlotte, NC
Pearisburg, VA
Richmond, VA
Bay City, TX
Moseley, VA
Tampa, FL
Mechanicsville, VA
Midlothian, VA
Durham, NC
Roanoke, VA
Lynchburg, VA
Roanoke, VA
Charlottesville, VA
Canton, GA
Lynchburg, VA
Chesapeake, VA
Blacksburg, VA
Richmond, VA
Annapolis, MD
Katy, TX

Kitty Hawk, NC
Waynesboro, VA
Glen Allen, VA
Potomac, MD
Newport News, VA
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Kich &
Lisa Cooper

Hokie Club Level:
Golden Hokie

1\ ‘ Q: What year did you graduate?
Jub A Did not attend Virginia Tech.

Q: AHokieis ...
e- A: someone who supports Virginia Tech and

Q: The Hokie Nation is real because ...

A: Everywhere you travel, you run into Hokie supporters and fans. Hokie Nation sticks together and
supports Virginia Tech as a whole, not just the athletic programs.

Q: what caused you to become a fan of Virginia Tech?

A: Growing up in a sports-oriented family and starting to attend football and basketball games at a very
young age.

Q: what s your best memory of Virginia Tech Athletics?

A: Attending 14 of the 16 straight bowl games that the football team has gone to and getting to meet a
lot of the players on those teams.

Q: What motivates you to be so involved with the Hokie Club?

A: Getting to meet a lot of the athletes over the years and raising money for the Hokie Club so you are
helping those young student-athletes to succeed. It is a pleasure working with everyone who belongs
to the Franklin County Hokie Club and other area Hokie Clubs. Virginia Tech has an excellent Hokie Club
staff that makes you want to be involved.

Q: The Franklin County Hokie Club has been a longtime supporter of the Hokie Club.
What caused you two to get involved with this group?

Az Our basketball season ticket seats were beside Arnie and Mary Jane Trope in the 90s (Who are very
active in the Franklin County Hokie Club and Arnie is a Hokie Rep.). When we met Arnie and Mary Jane,
we were already Hokie Club members but not active in our local chapter. Arnie and Mary Jane knew that
we had moved to Franklin County and invited us to attend a Franklin County Hokie Club dinner/social,
and we had a wonderful time. It was not long until we were asked to serve on the Franklin County Hokie
Board and the rest is history.

Q: Describe your roles with the Franklin County Hokie Club ...
A Rich is the President; Lisa is the Secretary/Social Chair.

Q: Do you have any game day superstitions? If so, what are they?

A Lisa carries the same bag to every home game and she has to wear the same watch and bracelets for
every game, including the away games. She also has a ring that she calls “her Hokie ring.’




DU bhave what the others don't........

hen you choose The Village of Maple Ridge, you are choosing a community that is dedicated to the
quiet enjoyment of life - naturally. Ridges, ravines, trees and open green spaces offer natural separations
between the five distinct neighborhoods of The Villages of Maple Ridge, a 177-acre planned community.
Access fo all the amenities of a well-appointed community.

% Club House + Exercisé Room 72’1nn/ng Bed -B////ards - Waterfall +Pond - G/anf Screen TV

Coming Soon: Swimming Pool « Picnic Pavilion * Playground
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uy and build on lots for sale ranging from .33 fo 6.79 acres in size.
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ASSOC. BROKER visit us at www.VillagesofMapleRidge.com
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By Jimmy Robertson

Dixon living

the life
Former Tech
basketball  player

Carlos Dixon spent
last season play-
ing in Korea. This
season, though, he
decided to take his
talents to South
America.

Dixon is averag-
ing 12.3 points per
game for Quilmes

| Mar Del Plata, a
team from Argentina that plays in the Latin
Basket League. He is shooting 54 percent from
the floor and almost 84 percent from the free-
throw line. More importantly, he’s averaged
more than 27 minutes per game.

“Life is good,” Dixon said. “The weather is
great right now. It just turned summer last
month and my city [Mar del Plata] is right on
the beach, which is awesome. The transition
has been good. Just about all my teammates
speak English and my coach speaks English,
so that made things a lot easier.

“The food is good. I've been eating a lot of
steak and pasta, so that’s not too bad”

Dixon averaged 13.8 points per game his
senior season at Tech in 2004-05 and led the
Hokies to the NIT - their first postseason
berth since 1996. He finished his career with
1,348 points.

Smith among six elected
to NFL Hall of Fame
Former Virginia Tech great Bruce Smith
was one of six people who were elected to the
NFL Hall of Fame, as announced by the league

the day before the Super Bowl.

Smith will be enshrined with Pittsburgh
defensive back Rod Woodson; longtime Bills
owner Ralph Wilson; the late Chiefs linebacker
Derrick Thomas; former Minnesota guard
Randall McDaniel; and the late Bob Hayes, a
standout wide receiver for Dallas and the 1964
Olympic gold medalist in the 100-meter dash.

Inductions will be Aug. 8 in Canton, Ohio.

“What a phenomenal class, and especially
with having Ralph Wilson, the founding owner
of the Buffalo Bills, to be inducted in the ’09
class as well,” Smith said in an ESPN article.
“This is truly special.

“Just thinking about my father and all the
sacrifices he and my mother made when I was
a child growing up to be a man. How he wanted
me to have a life better than he had. I just wish
he were here. He would be extremely proud of
this day”

Smith is the NFLs career leader in sacks
with 200 in 18 years. He also was the defensive
anchor for the Buffalo Bills teams that went to
four straight Super Bowls in the early 1990s.

He made two all-decade teams (1980s and
1990s) after being drafted No. 1 overall in
1985. He had the most seasons with double-
digit sacks (13) and the most postseason sacks
(14.5). He earned Defensive Player of the Year
honors in 1990 and 1996.

Three Hokies named
to NFL all-rookie team

Former Virginia Tech standouts Eddie
Royal, Brandon Flowers and Xavier Adibi each
earned a spot on the NFL All-Rookie Team as
comprised by both Pro Football Weekly and the
Professional Football Writer’s Association of
America.

Royal, a receiver picked in the second round
of the 2008 NFL Draft (42nd overall), set the
Denver rookie record for receptions and re-
ceiving yards in a season. He caught 91 passes
for 989 yards and five touchdowns, and he also
returned punts and kicks. He returned 14 punts

thing
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for an average of 10 yards per return and 23
kicks for an average of 26.1 yards per return.

Flowers, the 35th overall player selected,
played in 14 of Kansas City’s 16 games, missing
two November games with a hamstring injury.
He finished with 61 tackles, one forced fumble
and two fumble recoveries. He also had two
interceptions, returning one of those 91 yards
for a touchdown.

Adibi, a fifth-round draft choice of the
Houston Texans, earned the honor despite
playing in just seven games (five starts). The
linebacker finished with 35 tackles, including
27 solo stops this season.

Three enroll at Tech for the spring

Three prospects out of the 2008 football re-
cruiting class decided to delay enrollment and
instead enroll at Tech for the spring semester.
The group includes Tony Gregory, Ben Barber
and Eric Martin.

Gregory, a 6-foot, 180-pound running back,
rushed for 641 yards and eight touchdowns
as a senior at First Colonial High in Virginia
Beach, Va. He was ranked the No. 19 prospect
in Virginia by Rivals and the No. 31 prospect in
Virginia by The Roanoke Times.

Barber, a 5-10, 190-pound athlete, played
quarterback his senior season at Edison High
in Alexandria, Va. He accounted for more than
2,300 yards and 32 touchdowns. As a receiver
his junior year, he caught 54 passes for 1,034
yards and 12 touchdowns, while also playing
on defense and finishing with 38 tackles and
three interceptions. The half brother of former
Tech safety Willie Pile, Barber, who was ranked
the No. 29 prospect in Virginia by Rivals, fig-
ures to be a receiver or a safety.

Martin, a 6-2, 240-pound tight end, caught
22 passes for more than 400 yards and five
touchdowns his senior season at Hylton High
in Woodbridge, Va. He earned first-team All-
Group AAA honors by The Associated Press
and was rated the No. 34 prospect in Virginia by
SuperPrep (No. 38 by The Roanoke Times). Nz~
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Tech student-athletes remain active in local communities

Practice, class, rehabilitating injuries, film
review, training room, study hall and tutoring
sessions — it’s all in a day’s work for a Hokie
student-athlete ... or is it? These student-
athletes still find time to give back. They know
the importance of building and fostering
relationships with members of the Blacksburg
and New River Valley communities. They also
know that they are viewed as role models to
the younger members of the Hokie Nation.

Community outreach is just one of the
five areas of the NCAA CHAMPS/Life Skills
Program in which the Office of Student Life
mirrors its program. The Office of Student Life
organizes Hokies with Heart requests, as well
as team community outreach events.

The 2008 fall semester kept many of the
athletics teams busy with outreach events
throughout the New River Valley.

In October, both basketball teams served
as the hosts for clinics for local children. The
men’s basketball team put on a clinic at both
the Blacksburg and Christiansburg Boys and
Girls Club of New River Valley. The women’s
basketball team held a clinic for students at
head coach Beth Dunkenberger’s alma mater,
Shawsville Elementary.

Members of the cross country and track and
field teams put together a campaign for shoes.
In one afternoon, members of teams and the
community donated more than 300 shoes.
Donated shoes were sent to Soles4Souls, which
facilitates the donations of shoes to those in
need worldwide, and the Nike Recycling Center
in Wilsonville, Ore., to be used in the Nike
Reuse-A-Shoe Program. Established in the
early 1990s, Nike’s Reuse-A-Shoe program col-
lects old, worn-out athletic shoes for recycling,
transforming them into Nike Grind, a material
used in creating athletic and playground sur-
faces as well as select Nike products.

“Community outreach is a great way to give
back to the Blacksburg and New River Valley
communities that supports us so diligently in

our athletic and academic endeavors as Hokie
athletes,” cross country runner Natalie Sherbak
said. “Community outreach is a way to humbly
care about others more than ourselves. In our
sports, we are very self-focused on becoming
the best athletes we can be, but through com-
munity outreach, we seek to make our local
community and the world the best place it can
be for the benefit of others — and that is truly
rewarding”

The Hokie student-athletes also took part
in two annual traditions last semester — Hokie
Night at Gilbert Linkous Elementary and
volunteering at the Montgomery County
Christmas Store. During Hokie Night, mem-
bers from each team signed autographs and
interacted with the students and families from
Gilbert Linkous Elementary.

Each year, during the months of November
and December, Hokie student-athletes vol-
unteer their time at the Montgomery County
Christmas Store in downtown Christiansburg.
Although the store is only open for one week
in December, a great deal of hard work is re-
quired from volunteers to get the store up and
running. In November, student-athletes helped
by organizing and stocking shelves with toys,
clothes and other donated items.

The Student-Athlete Advisory Committee
also put together a brother/sister team toy
drive competition to collect toys for the
Christmas Store. The women’s soccer and
baseball teams won and received ice cream at
the fall Reading Day Luncheon as appreciation
for their efforts.

“We feel so fortunate to have the opportu-
nity to do community outreach as a team,’
women’s soccer coach Kelly Cagle said. “Not
only do we learn that through giving, we allow
others to receive, but we also believe it is a spe-
cial opportunity for our women’s soccer team
to come together off the field. We believe this
time is invaluable to us and to our community.
It has become an expectation on our team and

By Reyna Gilbert

A
This past fall, members of the men’s basketball,'g
team read to children at local elementary schools.
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in our athletic department to get involved, and
we believe that this kind of outreach is integral
to our growth as people and athletes”

The lacrosse team helped the students
of Harding Avenue Elementary celebrate
Halloween at the school’s annual Fall Festival.
The team helped with the “Haunted Hallway,”
concessions and games. Harding Avenue
Elementary has been the lacrosse team’s com-
munity service partner for several years. The
team also participates in the Lunch Buddies
program, which was initiated in the fall of
2005. Once a week, team members attend
lunch with a specific class that they “adopted”
The program has been very successful and
now includes the women’s soccer team and its
partner, Margaret Beeks Elementary School,
and the volleyball team and Kipps Elementary
School.

During the spring semester, several student-
athletes will participate in the Winning Choices
events, which have become a staple in the
Montgomery County Public School (MCPS)
system. As part of the Character Education
Program of MCPS, the Winning Choices
events reinforce positive character traits.
Virginia Tech student-athletes serve as keynote
speakers at local middle schools and promote
positive character and good citizenship. V7~

When it comes to football,
it's all about your home team.

When it comes to banking,
we feel the same way.

Bank with your home team! We've been helping people build
their futures right here in Southwest Virginia for over 117 years,
Check out our winning lineup of personalized service,

no-nonsense accounts and 26 convenient locations today!
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Jimmy Robertson

February 2 represents Groundhog Day, the
time-honored tradition when Punxsutawney
Phil waddles out of his cozy burrow on
Gobbler’s Knob and predicts the remaining
length of winter — which always seems to be six
more weeks.

Fifteen years ago, Hollywood became enam-
ored with fuzzy Phil and made a movie about it
in which a self-centered weatherman traveled
to Gobbler’s Knob to cover the event — and
found himself repeating the same day over and
over and over.

Seth Greenberg certainly can relate to Bill
Murray, the main character in the movie. After
all, his team seemingly plays the same, nail-
biting, heart-stopping game over and over and
over, at least for the most part this season.

Before Tech entered ACC play, it found itself
on the wrong end of some razor-thin margins.
The Hokies lost on a halfcourt prayer at the
buzzer to Xavier, fell by two to the cheese heads
from Wisconsin and dropped a one-point deci-
sion at Georgia.

Then league play commenced, and the Hokies
survived UVa by three points, knocked off No. 1
Wake Forest on the road and squelched Miami
in overtime. In the next two games, they let a
15-point bulge slip away against Clemson and
lost on a tip-in with less than a second left at
BC.

Then they rallied in historical fashion, com-
ing from 18 points in arrears to topple N.C.
State — and snap an ugly six-game slide to the
Wolfpack in the process.

And that game only marks the halfway

CLOSE GAMES CREATE ANGST FOR COACHES,
BUT GREAT THEATER FOR HOOPS FANS

point of league play.

“One thing about this league,” Greenberg
said. “There is no quit in anyone. You have
to put your arms around a game and finish it
because the players and the coaches and the
environments are so competitive.”

Greenberg can serve as the resident expert
in this particular area. After all, just one game
prior to the N.C. State game, Tech lost at BC
at the buzzer. And after the game, Tech’s coach
didn’t sugarcoat — and never does - things to
his team.

“We're going to go through this nine more
times this season [the number of regular-
season games left],” he told them.

And therein lies the greatness of the ACC.
Rare exceptions aside, no one blows anyone
out and no one gets blown out. The unexpect-
ed is the expected. You think Wake blows out
last-place Georgia Tech, right? Or that heavily
favored Duke steamrolls Miami at Cameron,
no? Well, the Yellow Jackets buzzed the Deacs
and Duke needed an extra five minutes to
quell the Hurricanes.

The games simply come down to the final
ticks, and usually, the team with the last shot
carries the day.

In other words, it’s like Groundhog Day, the
movie.

This makes for great theater for fans of bas-
ketball - none better than what Hokie Nation
witnessed against N.C. State. The Hokies now
sit right in the middle of this prickly ACC
race as this column gets written, and within
hailing distance of an NCAA Tournament at-
large bid with a few more wins.

Consider nearly a year ago. The tournament
selection committee all but cited Tech’s lack of
victories over top-50 opponents as the reason
for exclusion - the Hokies didn’t get their
first top-50 ‘W’ until the ACC Tournament.

Now this year, in the middle of the second half
of the ACC slate, Tech already has three (at
Wake, at Miami and BC).

Their ride to the Big Dance won't be smooth,
though. Tech ends the regular season with
a quartet of possible potholes - at Clemson,
UNC at home, Duke at home and at Florida
State. And while the Hokies possess some tal-
ent, they also lack a little leadership.

Before the season, Greenberg pointed out
repeatedly that this team was still young and
a tad immature. At the time, most dismissed
that as coach-speak. Turns out, he was pro-
phetic. A lack of consistency and maturity
showed up in back-to-back losses to Clemson
and at BC.

That might be the Hokies’ biggest challenge
here in the final weeks of the regular-season —
avoiding a decimating losing streak. Losses are
going to happen in this league. Keeping them
to minimum, as simplistic as that sounds,
stands as paramount.

“When you play in the ACC, youre going
to have some hiccups,” Greenberg said. “The
only way to deal with it is to stay in the present
and not let the hiccup snowball. And it can
easily snowball in this conference. Let’s get
past it, let’s stay in the present and let's move
forward?

That, obviously, is not easy to do, especially
for Greenberg, who takes every loss hard. But
he knows the deal in this league, and his play-
ers should, too, at this point. One game you
lose to BC at the horn. Then the next, you beat
a nemesis in overtime.

Every game is the same. Just like Groundhog
Day, the movie.

And without giving the ending away, the
egocentric weatherman got what he wanted.

In the next few weeks, we'll find out if the
Hokies do as well. Vz7~

Professional Catering Inc.

Casual Cookouts to Elegant Banquets
Serving you is what we do best!

913 Hethwood Boulevard

Blacksburg

540-961-9800 I 800-839-7175
email: procater@nrvmailbox.com




“Our team has created an upscale casual
dining experience the entire family can enjoy.”
Bud Foster
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ILSON IS MORE THAN JUST
ANQIHER TOP-RATED RECRUIT

When David Wilson and his family returned to their Danville, Va.,

- home on Sunday, Jan. 11, they received a surprising phone call from

Bill Roth [ .} the football offices at the University of Florida.

b ’ D The timing of the call in itself, and the message delivered from
' Gainesville, Fla., were both extraordinary for Wilson, one of

David - the nation’s top-rated high school football running backs.

Wilson In previous months, Wilson got plenty of calls

from coaches at Alabama, Auburn, Boston College,

Clemson, Georgia Tech, Maryland, Michigan, North

Carolina, South Carolina, Virginia, Virginia Tech,

West Virginia and others. He is that good. After

* all, when you average 11.4 yards per carry and
total 1,551 yards and 17 touchdowns as a ju-
nior, recruiters notice.

When you are the reigning indoor and out-
door track state champion in the triple jump
and set a national record by jumping an aston-
ishing 49 feet, 4.5 inches, even more people are
going to notice.
So the Wilsons grew very familiar with the re-
cruiting process and understood that when the
phone rang, it could be Nick Saban (Alabama),

. Rich Rodriguez (Michigan), Butch Davis

| (UNC)or any major coach on the other end.

\  Most of those calls ended last summer.
Wilson committed to Virginia Tech in July
and Hokie fans everywhere began to follow his
incredible senior season in which he rushed for

nearly 2,300 yards and 35 touchdowns. He was

named Virginia’s Gatorade player of the year and
was considered one of the most talented high
school prospects in America. He was playing for
the George Washington Eagles on Friday nights,
but he was a Hokie fan on Saturdays, as just about
everyone knew - even the Gators.
But back to that phone call.

; Florida had won the BCS championship on

rtesy of The Da . Thursday, Jan. 8, with its victory over Oklahoma,

i and at some point within the 72 hours following

ACC Champs and Orange Bowl Victors!
Shop Online

(www.original-frameworks.com) and

CALL (540) 953-1655 to Order

« Limited Editons, Photos, Posters, Panoramas * Autographs of many Tech Athletes

Original Frameworks
www.original-frameworks.com e loriginalframeworks@gmail.com
Gables Shopping Center, So. Main (next to MartinTravel) « 540.953-1655

Orange Bowl Trophy Presentation
Photo by Ivan Morozov
$325 Framed Owned and operated by Tina and Jay Rainey, Hokie Club members since 1989, now Golden Champions




that game, Virginia Beach, Va., product Percy
Harvin, the Gators’ star junior receiver and
runner, informed his coach, Urban Meyer, that
he intended to jump to the NFL. Needing to
fill that void late, Meyer and Florida running
backs coach Kenny Carter thought it was worth
a shot to call Wilson upon the team’s return to
Gainesville.

“They called me the Sunday after the nation-
al championship game,” Wilson said. “Coach
Carter called and they said they really wanted
me. Then he put Coach Meyer on. They said
Percy Harvin was going to leave for the NFL
and would announce in a few days. They
wanted me to know before the media found
out. And then they said that I could be the next
Percy. They said they really wanted me down
there badly”

Wilson wanted to be loyal to Tech. But this
was Urban Meyer and the Gators - the na-
tional champs and the team that could be pre-
season No. 1 next year with its entire defense
returning.

Wilson consulted his family and his head
coach Dan Newell.

“He listened to [Florida] genuinely,” Newell
said. “He thought it through. But you know;, all
along, David didn’t want to be a ‘slash’ player
like Percy. We had to use him here (at GW) like
that out of necessity, but he didn't want that in
college. He turned down a lot of teams that
wanted to use him in the spread. We heard a lot
of recruiters use Percy Harvin as an example,
but David wants to be a traditional running
back. Line up in the T [formation] and pound
the rock”

Wilson was honored by the Gators’ interest, but
declined. “I'm a man of my word,” he said later.

Wilson did sign with Virginia Tech this past
week, marking the fifth time in the past nine
years that the Commonwealth’s top-ranked
prospect has signed with Tech — Bryan Randall
(2001), Xavier Adibi (2003), Macho Harris
(2005) and Tyrod Taylor (2007) are the others.

So you know he can run like the wind and

jump like he’s on a trampoline. You know he
goes to church every Sunday and honors his
commitments, even if the sexy Gators made a
very attractive last-minute pitch.

Want more? He’s GQ, too.

Ask anyone in Danville, and they’ll tell you
that David Wilson is one sharp-dressed man.

“He wears slacks and a tie every day to
school,” Newell said. “If he’s not in a tie, he’s
in a turtle neck and slacks. He wants to look
the part of a scholarship athlete, and so he gets
dressed up for school. Every day”

Wilson wants to set an image. An image of
what a star scholarship athlete should look like
in the classroom. To him, that means a shirt-
and-tie, not the Abercrombie hoodie.

So, now we know he can run and jump and
goes to church. He honors his commitments
and approaches his third period chemistry
class as if he’s attending an Esquire magazine
cover shoot.

Here’s more:

In January, Wilson drove to Washington,
D.C., with his family to watch the inauguration
of President Barack Obama.

“It was amazing to be there,” Wilson said.
“Seeing people there of all races and all genera-
tions was a once-in-a-lifetime experience. How
cool is it to be alive during the period in time
when history is made? It was great to be there.
Something I'll never forget”

When’s the last time you heard an 18-year-
old say this is a “cool time to be alive?”

Well, it is a ‘cool time, if youre David Wilson
and you're about to graduate high school where
you've made your mark in so many ways. And
also, where in your personal life, you strive to
be a leader and have the mental makeup to
comprehend and truly appreciate the signifi-
cance of both a well-done double-Windsor and
a Presidential inauguration.

In school, in church, with his teammates
or during a telephone interview, he strives to
come across as caring, cerebral and engaging.
Because ... well ... he is.

the Virginia Tech family. Vz/~

“No question he is going to be one of the

good guys,” Newell said. “He’s rock solid. He’s
laid back, almost like a California kid”

But he’s not laid back on the football field.
This 5-foot-11, 195-pound physical tail-

back is already a household name throughout
Virginia. They’re still buzzing about his 351-
yard night against Franklin County down
there, and his 332-yard performance against
Matoaca. In December, he was named MVP
of the Hawaii/Polynesia-Mainland Bowl in
Hawaii after scoring two touchdowns in help-
ing the Mainland team beat the Hawaii home
team 22-8.

He has not decided ifhe'll play in the Virginia

all-star game in Hampton this summer, but
now he is excited to come to Blacksburg.

“Tjust felt the most comfortable there,” Wilson

said. “The coaches were like family. They were
just able to really connect with me”

He added that the competition in the

backfield will make him better and he’s well
aware of the talents of Darren Evans and Ryan
Williams.

Virginia Tech’s had a number of outstand-

ing people and players from the GW program,
including Cam and Orion Martin and Kenny
Lewis, Jr., on this year’s team. All are terrific
young men and outstanding players. Clearly,
Wilson is in that mold.

And no doubt a very welcome addition to

In Wilson and Logan Thomas, Virginia Tech
signed two of The Roanoke Times’ top
five players for 2009. Over the past seven
recruiting classes, Tech has signed 18 of
the 35 players named to that top-five list, far
more than any other school. As we can see
now, 2006 was clearly an anomaly. That was
Harvin’s senior year when the entire top five
opted to play football outside of Virginia. That
stat shows the Hokies can win some serious
recruiting battles (see Wilson, Ryan Williams,
Vince Hall, Davon Morgan, etc.). — Bill Roth
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HOKIES END STRUGGLES
AGAINST N.C. STATE

AND FINISH FIRST HALF
OF ACC WITH 5-3 MARK
By Jimmy Robertson

The attire of a head basketball coach never
decides the outcome of a game. But given that
the Hokies had lost to N.C. State on six straight
occasions, more than one person was wondering
if the curse of the red jacket existed.

Sydney Lowe, N.C. State’s coach, didn’t wear
his patented red jacket this time around against
Tech, and for the first time in a long time, the
Hokies weren’t seeing red after a game with the
Wolfpack.

Tech rallied from an 18-point, second-half
deficit to knock oft N.C. State 91-87 in overtime,
snapping a six-game skid to the Wolfpack and
finishing off the first half of the conference
slate.

“It feels great,” A.D. Vassallo, a senior, said of
beating N.C. State. “At least now I can say that
we've beaten everyone since I've been here.

“But it’s not just that. We're now 5-3 and in
third [place, actually tied for third] in the ACC.
That makes it even better”

Tech continued its exceptional play in over-
time since joining the ACC, moving to 9-1 in
ACC overtime games. But more importantly,
the Hokies moved to 15-7 overall and 5-3 in the
ACC with the victory at the halfway point of the
league schedule.

“Its how you get to 5-3 Tech coach Seth
Greenberg said. “You've got to try and be on the
plus side because it’s hard to win on the road.
When you're 5-3 in the first half in this league,
that’s pretty good because it’s hard to win a game
in this league. Every team has a chance to win.

“So yes, there is a big difference [between 5-3
and 4-4]. Its just extremely competitive every
night. You can play well and lose in this league.
We were getting whacked in the first half [against
N.C. State] and we decided to bow our necks and
stay the course and grind. We got some stops
and got the ball in the right guys” hands”

If the Hokies make it to the Big Dance, they
may well point to this game’s historic comeback
as the difference to their season.

Tech trailed by 18 with 13:33 to go in the game
and by 11 with 9:53 remaining. But the Hokies
dialed up some defense and fought back in the
game. They held the Wolfpack to just one field
goal — and 10 total points, all by Ben McCauley -
over the final 9:53 of regulation and closed regu-
lation with a 21-10 run. Tech tied the game with
17.9 seconds left on a short, baseline jumper by
Vassallo over N.C. State’s Courtney Fells.

In overtime, Vassallo gave the Hokies the lead
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Jeff Allen’s 21
points helped

Tech snap a
six-game losing

streak.to the
Iﬁjﬁfpack.

with a lay-up and Tech never trailed. He hit two
free throws with 16.4 seconds left to give Tech
an 89-84 lead. N.C. State’s Javier Gonzalez cut
the lead to two, 89-87, for the Wolfpack with a
3-pointer with 11 seconds to go, but Vassallo hit
two more free throws with 8.7 seconds left to
give Tech a four-point lead, and ultimately, the
win. /

“I don’'t know what it is about N.C. State,
but they always seem to play their best against
us,” said Vassallo, who scored 24 points on
10-of-17 from the floor. “But we didn’t give up
and we made plays ... and we just kept playing
defense”

Allen came up two rebounds short of a dou-
ble-double, finishing with 21 points and eight
boards. Malcolm Delaney added 18 points.

McCauley led all scorers with a game-high 25
points and 15 rebounds for the Wolfpack.

“I know this, I'm going to that guy’s gradua-
tion,” Greenberg joked of McCauley. “He might
even get a present from me.

The comeback marked the biggest for the
Hokies in an ACC game. And it marks a perfect
way for Tech to begin the second half of the
ACC season.

“We could easily be 7-1 or 6-2, but we've just
got to keep playing,” Vassallo said. “To be 5-3,
I'll take that any day. Four-and-4 puts you in the
middle with everybody. Then every game counts
even more, so we wanted to separate ourselves a
little more” 1

As for getting rid of the curse of that red jacke
- if one believes in such superstitions — well,
that’s just an added bonus for this team.

A torrid streak

Delaney, a sophomore from Baltimore, Md.,
figures to receive numerous all-conference votes
if he continues to put up such astounding num-
bers. With eight games remaining in the regular
season, he is leading the Hokies in scoring at
18.5 points per game and in assists at 3.7 per
game. Amazingly, he is averaging 22.3 points per
game in ACC games, and he ranked fourth in
the ACC in scoring and sixth in assists.

Of course, those numbers nearly pale in com}tr
parison to the ones he put up in a recent 12-game
stretch. Starting with the Longwood game and
ending with the loss at Boston College, Delaney.
averaged 20.6 points per game and hit 48.1 per-
cent of his shots from the floor, including 38.2
percent from beyond the 3-point arc.



“We give Malcolm a lot of freedom and all
we ask is for him not to abuse it,” Greenberg
said. “T want him to be as aggressive as pos-
sible. Early in the season, I think he was
putting a lot of pressure on himself instead of
just playing and attacking. He has deceptive
quickness and he shoots the ball with great
range and great confidence”

Delaney’s best game came when he nearly
led the Hokies to an upset of No. 12 Clemson
at Cassell Coliseum. Tech fell to the Tigers
86-82 in the game - just its second home loss
of the season - but Delaney did his best, scor-
ing a career-high 37 points in a losing effort.
Delaney’s output also was the most by a Tech
player in an ACC game and the most scored
by an ACC player in a game this season.

Thorns a different player

since coming back

Tech point guard Hank Thorns missed two
games with an injured knee in late December,
but since he returned, he has played extreme-
ly well coming off the bench for Tech.

He returned for the Duke game and was
one of the bright spots in a 69-44 Tech loss,
dishing out three assists and recording two
steals in 21 minutes. In his nine games since
returning, he has dished out 30 assists. In
contrast, he’s only turned the ball over five
times in that span. He has 49 assists and 21
turnovers on the season as of Feb. 9.

But more importantly, he gives Delaney

the freedom he needs to thrive in the
shooting guard spot, his more natural
position. That allows the Hokies a little
more fluidity on offense.

“He [Thorns] gives us an energy,
Greenberg said. “He gives Malcolm
the freedom to play off the ball. Hank’s
been a big part of the little bit of success
we've been having?”

Malcolm
Delaney

2008-09 SCHEDULE

Opponent

14 Fri. GARDNER-WEBB
17 Mon. MOUNT ST. MARY’S
O’Reilly Auto Parts Puerto Rico Tip-off

20 Thurs. vs. Fairfield

21 Fri. vs. Xavier

23 Sun. vs. Seton Hall

26 Wed. ELON
Big Ten/ACC Challenge
Dec. 1 Mon.
BB&T Classic
7 Sun.

Time
W, 65-62
W, 62-57

Date
Nov.

W, 74-57
L, 62-63 (OT)
L, 73-77
W, 76-67
Wisconsin L, 72-74
W, 79-70
L, 66-67
W, 79-57

vs. Navy
9 Tues. at Georgia
14 Sun. LONGWOOD
Aeropostale Holiday Festival
20 Sat. vs. Columbia
21 Sun. vs. St. John’s/Marist
29 Mon. at Charleston Southern
4 Sun. at #5 Duke *
10 Sat. VIRGINIA *
14 Wed. RICHMOND
17 Sat. BOSTON COLLEGE *
21 Wed. at #1 Wake Forest *
25 Sun. at Miami *
29 Thurs. #12 CLEMSON *
31 Sat. at Boston College *
8 Sun. NC STATE *
11 Wed. GEORGIATECH *
14 Sat. at Maryland *
18 Wed. at Virginia *
21 Sat. FLORIDA STATE *
25 Wed. at Clemson *
28 Sat. DUKE *
4 Wed. NORTH CAROLINA *
8 Sun. at Florida State *
ACC Tournament
12-15 Thu-Sun Atlanta (Georgia Dome)
*ACC game - Home games in CAPS

W, 64-52
W, 81-67
W, 75-66
L, 44-69
W, 78-75
W, 62-48
W, 79-71
W, 78-71
W, 88-83 (OT)
L, 82-86

L, 66-67

W, 91-87 (OT)
7 p.m.

4 p.m.

8 p.m.

8 p.m.

7:30 p.m.
3:30 p.m.

7 p.m.

2 p.m.

Mar.

TBA
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In search of a fourth

The Hokies suffered an excruciating
loss to BC on Jan. 31 when Rakim Sanders
scored on a stick-back with four-tenths of a
second remaining to give the Eagles a 67-66
victory in Chestnut Hill, Mass. This allowed
the Eagles to come away with a split of the
season series.

Vassallo scored all 21 of his points in the
second half and Allen recorded 23 points
and 11 boards for his sixth double-double
of the season and the 16th of his career.
Delaney finished with 18 points, as the “Big
Three” combined for 62 of the 66 points.
Only Dorenzo Hudson (3 points) and Hank
Thorns (1 point) added points.

So far this season, the Big Three have
accounted for more than 71 percent of the
team’s scoring.

“We need a fourth scorer; Greenberg
said. “There’s no doubt about it. The more
people we have contributing, the better off
we are”

A case in point is the win over No. 1 Wake
Forest. The Hokies got 15 points from their
bench, led by Cheick Diakite’s eight points.

“Wed love to have someone step up
and be more consistent and be that guy;
Greenberg said. “Wed love to have a fourth
and fifth scorer. I think we have some guys
who can do that. We've got to get it consis-
tent. The teams that have a fourth and fifth
guy consistently contributing are the teams
that have separated themselves” Yz~

On-Campus

Orf-Campus

Unmversty  olume Yoo
Boolatore  Boclatore

BN famrEn

The Virginia Tech men’s basketball team
added animpressive win to its NCAA Tournament
resume when it made history by knocking off
No. 1 Wake Forest 78-71 on Jan. 21 in Winston-
Salem, N.C.

The victory marked the Hokies’ first over
a No. 1-ranked team on the road and just the
third ever over a No. 1 team in the program’s
history. In 2007, Tech downed No. 1 UNC 94-88
at Cassell Coliseum, and in 1983, beat Memphis
69-56 at Cassell.

“I'm really proud of our guys,” Greenberg said
after the game. “ thought they really bought
into how we needed to play to have a chance
to win.

“It’s a great win for our program. It just shows
you what the ACC is all about. It's a perfect
example of how good this league is and there
are no easy outs. You have to play at a really,
really high level every night to have a chance,

and | thought we did that.”

The Demon Deacons — the last team in the
nation to lose a game — had moved to No. 1 in
both The Associated Press and the ESPN/USA
Today coaches’ poll two days prior.

Tech cobbled together enough free throws
down the stretch to hold off Wake, hitting 10-
of-19 from the stripe in the final 2:50. Wake got
no closer than four points after Delaney’s free
throws, hitting just one of its final seven shots
from the floor.

“We came through at the end,” Vassallo said.
“We knew this was a game we had to get to get
our NCAA Tournament hopes up. We got it.”

For the game, Tech shot an even 50 percent
from the floor against Wake, which went into the
game ranked second in the nation in field-goal
percentage defense (36.2). Delaney led the way
for Tech with 21 points, hitting 6-o0f-14 from the
floor and 8-0f-12 from the free-throw line.
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We Got Game.

Elevate your game day experience at The Colosseum:
Virginia’s First Luxury Sports Condominium Hotel.

Proud Sponsor of
Virginia Tech
Athletics

“COLOSSEUM

A Luxury Sports Condominium Hotel

NOW SELLING ... The Colosseum is an unparalleled combination of the

finest amenities and services you want and expect in a luxury hotel, located in the Heart of
the Hokie Nation less than two miles from Lane Stadium and Cassell Coliseum. Enjoy the
benefits of luxury condo ownership with the option to enroll in the hotel rental program.
Professionally managed by the renowned Salamander Hospirality, it will be your personal
haven on game day or any time when you are back home at Tech, Pre-construction pricing

starts from the $180Ks along with Emperor Club Benefits, call woday for degails,

1-800-U-GO-TECH
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Like most young kids growing up in Puerto Rico, he came
home from school, went into his house, probably tossed his
book bag on the couch and grabbed a snack, and then re-
turned outdoors.

Under the warm evening sun, and with the breezes lazily
blowing off the Caribbean, he and a few of the neighbor-
hood kids did what a lot of youngsters do on islands in the

Caribbean - they played baseball in the streets.

That’s a rather awkward sight for Virginia Tech fans
to envision. After all, the A.D. Vassallo they know
is a basketball standout in one of the best confer-
ences in the nation and the son of a former pro-

fessional basketball player. Vassallo now has a

solid 6-foot-6 frame, an immaculate shooting
form and a 14-karat stroke.

So it’s rather hard to comprehend him
playing baseball, throwing and hitting the
tiny white pill and running bases in the
streets.

But it’s true.

“I really started playing baseball first,
Vassallo said. “I started baseball when I was 5.1

didn’t start playing basketball until I was, like, 7.

That [baseball] was my dad’s sport. He loves base-
ball. He put me into baseball first, and I like baseball
as much as I do basketball.
“In high school, I played both. It was more of a hobby
because I knew I wasn't going to college to play baseball.
I still loved playing it. I was better at baseball than I was
at basketball in high school. Obviously, I wouldn't say that
NOwW.

Nor would anyone else in this hemisphere, not after watch-
ing him launch his beautiful jump shots toward an iron rim
time and time again the past four years. Vassallo burst on the
Tech scene four years ago when an emaciated squad needed
a young freshman not only to play, but also to produce, in
a game at Wake Forest. Undeterred, he serenely dropped 29
on the Deacs, a barrage that ultimately catapulted him into a
rather prodigious career in Blacksburg.

Now the sun is setting on his collegiate days. He’s not sure
where he’s going to wind up, but it may very well be back
where it all started.

FROM PUERT
TO PROMI

A.D. VASSALLO’S DECISION TO .
COME TO THE UNITED STATES I||'
HAS RESULTED IN HIM '
BECOMING AN ACC STAR

By Jimmy Robertson
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Utter the name “Daniel Vassallo” on the
island and everyone knows to whom you’re
referring. He possesses legendary status
there, a former professional player who filled
it up back in the day. For comparison’s sake,
he’s like the Michael Jordan of the Puerto
Rican professional league.

Though he retired more than a dozen years
ago, he still plays, participating in the 45-50
age group of a seniors league. Father Time
has robbed him of half a step and it takes
a little longer for the joints to get lubed up.
But the vision remains 20-20, the handle still
clean and the jumper still pure.

A.D., which stands for Angel Daniel, cer-
tainly remembers the games. He sat behind
the bench in an airy gym for every game, but
he wasn’t eagerly anticipating the on-court
action. No, instead, he couldn’t wait for
halftime. He and his buddies provided the
entertainment.

“During halftime, I'd go out on the court
and shoot with the other kids while waiting
for the teams to come back out,” he said.
“They didn’t really have halftime shows. The
court would be clear and kids would go out
and shoot until the teams came back out”

A.D. grew to realize his father’s game
wouldn't quite fit into his own version. After
all, Daniel Vassallo was quicksilver with the
ball in his hands. A.D. is not a plodder, but he
more likes finding his spot, being fed the ball
and lofting jumpers.

Louise Baker,
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“He was impressive,” A.D. said of his fa-
ther. “He was different than me. He was more
of a driver. He could still shoot the ball, but
he was more of a driver, and he could jump
higher than me. He had some tremendous
dunks. He was quicker than me. He could
handle the ball. He was a good, smart player,
but we're different”

Daniel Vassallo and his wife always went to
greatlengths to care for their son. Daniel grew
up in Santurce, a barrio of decay in northern
San Juan that borders the Atlantic. He ended
up buying a house in Toa Baja, roughly 15
minutes west of San Juan, to move his family
into a better environment.

He also wanted to make sure A.D. got a
good college education, so together, they
hatched a plan, one that would send A.D. to
the United States.

“When I was around 14 or 15, my dad and
I had a plan to try and get a scholarship,”
A.D. said. “Td move to the United States to
try it, and then when the opportunity came,
I took it. That’s why I moved when I was in
the 10th grade”

A family friend helped arrange for A.D. to
get to the States. The family researched sev-
eral different schools in various parts of the
country, mainly in Miami and Philadelphia,
but A.D. - by his own choice - decided to
disembark at tiny Faith Christian Academy
in south-central Virginia.

“I didn’t know much about the school,

A.D. said. “Tjust told them to send me there.

“Part of the reasoning was that Miami has
a lot of Hispanics and Puerto Ricans and
all that, and I really wanted to make sure I
learned English. I knew that was going to be
important for getting into a college. I didn’t
want to speak Spanish all the time. And I
know in Philadelphia, there was a large con-
centration of Hispanic people, too.

“In Virginia, I was going to be by myself.
At those other schools, I had friends from
Puerto Rico who were going there. But I
wanted to go by myself and get away from
everyone. That was a factor in the situation,

A vivid description of A.D. Vassallo re-
veals all sorts of details about his basketball
exploits, but what often gets left out is his
fierce willingness to compete. Even at the
ripe young age of 15, he practically salivated
at the challenge of coming to a new country,
not knowing a soul, and trying to carve out a
basketball future for himself.

Hurt, Va., the town that houses Faith
Christian Academy, presented the ultimate
challenge. After all, the town consists of all
of about 1,300 people - less than 1 percent of
whom are Hispanic - and the local weather
and mountains mark a stark contrast to
Puerto Rico’s coastal paradise.

“It was not that bad,” Vassallo said. “It was
different. Weather-wise, it was different, and
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getting from one place to another. In Puerto
Rico, you can go anywhere in a matter of
minutes. Everything is packed in. Here, there
is so much space. The food is the same, but
it’s cooked differently here.

“But it wasn’t that bad. I was so focused on
making it for myself. I enjoyed every minute
of it. I'm the type who enjoys challenges and I
like going different places and exploring”

Vassallo spent three years at Faith
Christian, living with a local host family his
first year. After his sophomore season there,
he moved in with another host family, the
Carwile family. At the time, Gene Carwile
served as the athletic director at Faith, while
his wife, Becky, worked as an associate dean
at Liberty University.

Vassallo has been known as a bit of a loner
during his days at Tech, a young man who
enjoys spending time by himself - “I was
used to coming home and being by myself,”
he said. “That sounds bad, but my dad was
usually at practice and my mom was work-
ing. At the same time, I learned how to take
care of myself and that helped me” - but he
became quite attached to the Carwile fam-
ily while attending Faith. Gene and Becky
treated him as one of their own four children,
fostering a relationship with a young man
not used to getting close with those outside
of his family.

“The kids adopted him and we treated
him like one of our own,” Gene Carwile said.
“There were some times when he missed
home, but he knew if he was going to make
it [to college], then he was going to have to
stay in the States and prove it against good
competition.”

Vassallo graduated from Faith and com-
mitted to the University of Richmond, but
wound up at Hargrave Military Academy on
the advice of the Richmond coaching staff
after the school denied him admission - even
though he had met NCAA requirements.
While there, Becky Carwile prodded him to
remain focused on his academics and Vassallo
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took the advice, fully expecting to head to
Richmond after the stint at Hargrave.

It never happened. Richmond denied him
admission for a second time, and then Jerry
Wainwright, the head coach, bolted for the
head job at DePaul. Seth Greenberg, seeing
an opportunity to land a premier shooter,
made a call and Vassallo ultimately choose
Tech over N.C. State and West Virginia.

“Here, I knew Carlos Dixon had graduated
and I knew I could get some minutes at the
3, he said. “So that, and that Tech was close
to home, were the reasons why”

Excited about getting a scholarship and
coming to an ACC school, Vassallo arrived
in Blacksburg eager to get started.

Freshman years tend to spin out of con-
trol at times for even the most grounded of
students, and Vassallo found himself on a
college flight path filled with turbulence.

It started with his second collegiate game,
a game at Cassell Coliseum against Bowling
Green. He actually got the start in that game,
and the game was close at the end.

In the waning moments, while going up
to rebound a Bowling Green brick, Vassallo
jumped a little too soon and wasn’t able to
secure the ball with both hands. It actually
deflected off one of his hands and into the
basket — which turned out to be the winning
points for Bowling Green.

Greenberg and his teammates down-
played the incident. And after being in the
doldrums, Vassallo accepted the play for
what it was - a random, fluke incident and
one that certainly wouldn’t detract from his
budding career. It just wasn't quite the take-
off he wanted.

The real tragedy, though, occurred a cou-
ple of months later when Vassallo received
notice that Becky Carwile has passed away
after a yearlong bout with breast cancer. The
news served as a sharp elbow to the face.

“It was a difficult time,” Vassallo said. “She
helped me out a lot. She was a good lady. She

cared a lot for people. She tried to do a lot for
everybody. When that hit, it was kind of a
surprise. So that was harder than normal”

“He and Becky butted heads occasion-
ally, but she kept pushing him academically;’
Gene Carwile said. “He was a part of our
family and she wanted him to succeed. At
the funeral, we all gathered at the gravesite
as a family to say a prayer and A.D. was
there, too”

Fighting with basketball struggles, aca-
demic struggles and personal struggles his
first year, Vassallo desperately needed some-
thing to go right for him. It finally happened
on Jan. 28, 2005, in Winston-Salem, N.C., of
all places.

With the team in dire straits — Tech was 0-6
in the ACC at the time - Vassallo notched
his first double-double, scoring 29 points
and grabbing 10 rebounds, as the Hokies
shocked Wake Forest. The 29 points were
the most by a Tech freshman since Dec. 16,
1978, when Dale Solomon scored 33 points
at Old Dominion.

The game sparked something within
Vassallo.

“In that game, I got to play a lot and I was
able to do some of the things I had done
in high school,” he said. “I just played and
didn’t worry about what was going on. Once
I did that, I knew I was able to do it. I knew
I was capable of doing anything I wanted to
do. It worked out after that”

Vassallos career rocketed from that point
forward. He averaged 11.1 points per game
as a sophomore, helping the Hokies to the
NCAA Tournament. Last season, he aver-
aged almost 17 points per game and led the
team to the NIT, and a few months after the
season, he earned a spot on Puerto Rico’s
national team and spent part of this past
summer playing on that team. This year, he’s
averaging almost 18 points per game and is
making a rather hearty case for first-team
All-ACC nods.

What is a Hokie?
What is Invincia?
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He does some of his best work in the big
games. He scored 17 points in Tech’s upset
of No. 1 North Carolina in 2007. He added
19 points and 10 boards in the Hokies’ huge
road win at Georgia Tech that same year. He
dropped 30 on Wisconsin this season in a
losing effort, but his 16 points fueled another
Hokie upset of a No. 1-ranked team, as Tech
beat Wake Forest on Jan. 21 of this year.

He ranks 14th on Tech’s scoring list, with
more than 1,500 points, and has a chance of
getting into the top 10. He also has more than
500 career rebounds.

“The coaches have done a good job and I've
accepted my roles along the way,” Vassallo
said. “And I kept working. I had a chance to
play with the national team, so that gave me
more experience. I just became more confi-
dent each and every year and started playing
better and better. Last year, I had the chance
to start and have a bigger role and I took ad-
vantage of it. I've always tried to work on my
game every year and I think I've gotten better
over the years”

His career is certainly coming full circle.
It started when his dad taught him the game
as a 7-year-old boy in Puerto Rico. Daniel
Vassallo moved to Blacksburg a couple of
months ago to live with his son, taking time
off that he had saved from his job managing
a gym in Puerto Rico and savoring his son’s
waning days as a collegian.

“Just having him around is nice,” Vassallo
said. “It’s like recovering a couple of those
years. I haven’t seen him as much in eight
years. Having him around has allowed us to

7
“The coaches have done a good job *

and I've accepted my roles along
the way. And | kept working ... | just
became more confident each and
every year and started playing better
and better. Last year, | had the chance
to start and have a bigger role and |
took advantage of it.” - A.D. Vassallo

catch up a little bit on that time”

Vassallo wastes little time these days think-
ing about his future. He knows one thing - it
will include a pursuit of basketball, now his
dream. He just doesn’t know the league or
the country, nor does it matter. He plays for
the love it; the money would be a secondary
reason.

He very well may go back to Puerto Rico,
his home. Back to warm weather and back
to the streets where he grew up playing
baseball.

Back to a time when he had a kid’s heart
- only this time, back to pursue a man’s

dream. Vz/~
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A WELL-BALANCED
RECRUITING CLASS

has Tech staff optimistic

about program’s future
By Jimmy Robertson

2009 RECRUITING

James Gayle, a defensive end from Hampton, Va.,
is a member of the Hokies’ 2009 recruiting haul.

Not long after Florida played Oklahoma in
the BCS national championship game, David
Wilson received a phone call that Bryan
Stinespring found a little disturbing.

Florida coach Urban Meyer, known as a re-
lentless recruiter, gave Wilson, an extremely
talented tailback from Danville, Va., who was
rated by many as the top prospect in Virginia,
a buzz. He informed Wilson that his receiver/
running back, Percy Harvin, was going to go
pro and then Meyer spent much of the con-
versation feeling out Wilson to see if he would
be willing to back out of his commitment to
Virginia Tech and come to Florida.

Wilson said, “No, thanks.”

“I wanted to be a man of my word,” he said.
“I told Coach Stinespring and Coach Beamer
that I was coming and that’s what I wanted
to do.

“Then he [Meyer] called me again - and I
told him ‘No’ again”

As a result of Wilson’s remaining true to
his word, he became one of the headliners
of the 2009 Virginia Tech recruiting class, a
group of 21 members who collectively rank
among the best in the nation (Rivals ranked
the class No. 24 nationally). Overall, the
group includes five prospects who earned
All-America honors by various recruiting
services.

“I think we got a terrific recruiting class,”
Tech head coach Frank Beamer said. “Not
just a good class, but I think a really terrific
class. I like our athletic ability, but I really like
the academics and the character of this class.
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I think that’s very, very strong”

Wilson, a 5-foot-11, 195-pound tailback,
and Logan Thomas, a 6-6, 230-pound athlete
from Lynchburg, Va., hogged the headlines in
this class and justifiably so. Wilson, ranked
the No. 1 prospect in Virginia by The Roanoke
Timesand the Gatorade state player of the year,
rushed for 2,291 yards and 35 touchdowns as
a senior for George Washington High, with
two games of more than 300 yards rushing.
Thomas played quarterback at Brookville
High and guided the Bees to the Group AA
title game by throwing for 1,535 yards and 20
touchdowns and rushing for 842 yards and 11
more scores his senior season. He possesses
the ability to play multiple positions, though
both SuperPrep and Rivals ranked him the
top tight end prospect in the nation.

Three other prospects earned All-America
status as well. DeAntre Rhodes, a 6-3,
270-pound defensive lineman from Varina
High in Richmond, earned SuperPrep All-
America honors after a season in which he
had 48 tackles, including 14.5 for a loss. And
both Cody Journell, a 6-0, 180-pound kicker
from Giles High in Pearisburg, Va., and
Jayron Hosley, a 5-11, 180-pound cornerback
from Delray Beach, Fla., earned PrepStar
All-America honors. Journell booted six field
goals this past season - three of 42 yards or
longer — and Hosley finished with 37 tackles
and five interceptions.

Four of those five prospects are from
Virginia, as is most of Tech’s class. Sixteen
of the 21 hailed from the commonwealth - a

common theme among Beamer’s recruiting
classes. Three more prospects hail from South
Carolina, and the staff secured one each from
North Carolina and Florida.

In-state flavor

As usual, Tech’s staff put much of its em-
phasis on recruiting the state of Virginia
and for good reason. According to Doug
Doughty, who covers recruiting for The
Roanoke Times, more than 60 prospects
in Virginia had signed with Football Bowl
Series schools (formerly Division I) as of
Feb. 5. The commonwealth possesses a ton of
football talent and recruiting in such a fertile
area is a no-brainer for Tech’s staff.

After all, Tech has been winning with pri-
marily Virginia kids - it has won at least 10
games for five straight seasons. The Hokies
also continue to get the better of the Cavaliers
on the field (they’ve won nine of the past 10)
in large part because they get the better of the
commonwealth’s prospects.

In the past three recruiting classes, Tech’s
staff has signed 49 prospects from the com-
monwealth. It’s a trend that the staff expects
to continue, too.

“I think there are always going to be good
players in this state,” said Jim Cavanaugh,
Tech’s recruiting coordinator. “Now, different
areas may have more or less, depending on
the year, but the population is growing. You
see more and more military personnel down
in the Tidewater area, and the corridor from
Richmond to D.C. is growing. People are



going where the jobs are, and more people
equates to more players.

“Coaches are noticing, too. I see more and
more from all over the country. Places like
West Virginia, Penn State, Tennessee and
Florida are coming here. Even the MAC
[Mid-American Conference] schools came
down here a lot. Everyone wants good play-
ers and this state has them”

This year’s in-state haul included Wilson
and Thomas, the No. 1 and No. 4 prospects in
the state, according to Doughty (SuperPrep
ranked Thomas No. 1 and Wilson No. 3). The
haul also included eight of Doughty’s top 23
prospects and 10 of the top 30.

Stinespring and Cavanaugh cleaned up in
their respective areas. Stinespring, who re-
cruits the Lynchburg/Martinsville/Danville
part of the state, landed both Wilson and
Thomas, and also Andrew Miller, an offen-
sive lineman from Bassett, Va.

Cavanaugh landed four of Richmond’s
best. His list includes Rhodes from Varina
High, Antone Exum from Deep Run High,
and two prospects from Hermitage High —
Theron Norman and Duan Perez-Means.
Those two are the latest in a long line of
Hermitage graduates to come to Tech (Duane
Brown, Ju-Ju Clayton and Alonzo Tweedy,

among others). Cavanaugh also signed James
Gayle, a defensive end out of Bethel High in
Hampton, Va.

“I think one of the keys was that we've
had kids from Varina and Hermitage here
at Tech,” Cavanaugh said. “It’s the same with
Bethel [High] when we had Chris Ellis here.
Those guys have been successful here and
these recruits trust those kids. That works in
our favor”

Rhodes came in at No. 8 on Doughty’s list.
Exum, a top-notch athlete who was one of
the few prospects to wait until late December
to make a decision, stood at No. 16 on
Doughty’s list, while Norman and Perez-
Means were No. 23 and No. 34, respectively.
Gayle was at No. 26.

Interestingly, Curt Newsome, who recruits
the Virginia Beach-Norfolk area, only signed
one prospect out of that area this year - 6-1,
220-pound linebacker Telvion Clark out of
Granby High, who had 123 tackles and eight
sacks this past season. Newsome also recruits
Hampton High and landed Tyrel Wilson, a
defensive end.

But a year ago, Newsome reeled in seven
prospects from the Virginia Beach-Norfolk
area alone.

“When you look back to last January [of

1. David Wilson — One of the top tailbacks in the nation, Wilson fielded calls from the likes
of Florida coach Urban Meyer, among others, but hever wavered from his July pledge to Tech.
At 5-foot-11, 195 pounds, he brings some size and plenty of speed, running a 4.4-second
40-yard dash. He also can make just about any defender miss.His stats — 2,291 yards rushing
and 35 touchdowns in Virginia’s highest classification — attest to that. He should be a part of
an explosive Tech backfield down the road.

2. Logan Thomas — Thomas may have been the most versatile prospect in Tech’s class.
He got offers from legions of schools because he possesses a 6-6, 230-pound frame and the
ability to do so many things on the football field. Playing quarterback for Brookville High, he
accounted for more than 2,377 yards and 31 touchdowns this past season in leading the team
to the Group AA championship game. Tech’s staff-hasn’t:settled on a position for Thomas yet,
but he’ll probably get a look at tight end or receiver, or play in an H-back type of role.

3. Antone Exum — Exum was one of the few recruits to wait until late December to make

a decision on his college choice. Fortunately for the Hokies, he picked them and now

Tech’s staff will have the luxury of trying this talented athlete at several positions. He played
quarterback in high school and may get a look there first after throwing for nearly 1,000 yards
and rushing for 745 more, accounting for 30 total touchdowns. The strong 6-0, 190-pounder is
an outstanding returner as well — he returned six for scores his senior season.

4. Lanford Collins — Collins waited until a few days before signing day before making his
decision to come to Tech, turning down both UVa and Penn State in part because he loves the
way the Hokies play defense. At 6-4, 240, he provides the Hokies with a huge presence at the
defensive end spot, and his specialty is getting to the passer. Collins — who, amazingly, was

a running back and a cornerback until his junior season — may very well have been the best
defensive end prospect in the state this past season.

5. DeAntre Rhodes — Tech’s staff also went after defensive tackles in this class and landed
arguably the state’s best in Rhodes, who finished with 48 tackles, including 14.5 for a loss

his senior season. He projects as a defensive tackle, given his size. At 6-3, 270 pounds, he
possesses the frame to get much bigger and stronger, and while he also excelled on the
offensive line for Varina — a school that has provided the Hokies with many good players — he
figures to anchor Tech’s defensive line in the future.
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Y 2009 RECRUITING

NAME POSITION HEIGHT WEIGHT HOMETOWN HIGH SCHOOL
Telvion Clark LB 6-1 220 Norfolk, Va. Granby

D.J. Coles WR 6-3 215 Fork Union, Va. FUMA/Goochland
Lanford Collins DE 6-4 240 Stafford, Va. Brooke Point
Tariq Edwards DE 6-3 212 Cheraw, S.C. Marlboro County
Tyrell Edwards ATH 6-3 220 Cheraw, S.C. Mariboro County
Antone Exum ATH 6-0 190 Glen Allen, Va. Deep Run
James Gayle DE 6-5 215 Hampton, Va. Bethel

Kory Gough oL 6-5 265 Goldvein, Va. Liberty

James Hopper CB 5-9 180 Fayetteville, N.C. Seventy-First
Jayron Hosley CB 5-11 180 Delray Beach, Fla. Atlantic

Cody Journell K 6-0 180 Ripplemead, Va.  Giles

Andrew Miller oL 6-4 275 Bassett, Va. Bassett

Theron Norman S 6-3 190 Richmond, Va. Hermitage
Nubian Peak ATH 6-1 180 Radford, Va. Pulaski County
Duan Perez-Means DE 6-4 230 Richmond, Va. Hermitage
DeAntre Rhodes DL 6-3 270 Sandston, Va. Varina

Logan Thomas WR 6-6 230 Lynchburg, Va. Brookville

David Wang DT 6-2 290 Ashburn, Va. Stone Bridge
Jerrodd Williams CB 6-0 185 Central, S.C. D.W. Daniel
David Wilson RB 5-11 195 Danville, Va. George Washington
Tyrel Wilson LB 6-2 230 Hampton, Va. Hampton

RECRUITED BY
Curt Newsome
Jim Cavanaugh
Bud Foster
Charley Wiles
Charley Wiles

Jim Cavanaugh
Jim Cavanaugh
Torrian Gray
Charley Wiles
Charley Wiles
Billy Hite

Bryan Stinespring
Jim Cavanaugh
Billy Hite

Jim Cavanaugh
Jim Cavanaugh
Bryan Stinespring
Torrian Gray
Torrian Gray
Bryan Stinespring
Curt Newsome

1. D.J. Coles — Coles was a standout tailback at Goochland High in 2007 and then spent
this past fall at Fork Union. People tend to forget about him when talking about Tech’s
recruiting class, but this kid enjoyed a terrific season playing as a receiver against very
good prep school competition. He’s a huge target at 6-3 and more than 215 pounds and he
can run for a guy with that size. With his size, speed and ball skills, he could end up on the
field quickly for the Hokies.

2. David Wang — Wang is a familiar name in Blacksburg because David’s brother, Ed,
starts at left tackle for the Hokies. The younger player is shorter, but has the potential to be
just as good, if not better. He combines quickness and explosiveness with balance — three
common traits in any good lineman. Plus, he’s a tremendous worker. He'll start off at
defensive tackle, but could also move over to the other side of the ball.

3. Cody Journell — Tech’s staff always seems to come up with good kickers and Journell
figures to be the next in line. Head coach Frank Beamer thought so much of Journell’s
field-goal kicking and his kickoffs during a one-day camp last June that he offered Journell
a scholarship. Journell isn'’t just a kicker — he’s a pretty good athlete. He rushed for more
than 1,000 yards as a running back in Giles High’s single-wing attack this past season.

4. James Hopper — Hopper made a name for himself as a tailback this past season and
enjoyed a huge game in the North Carolina Class 4-A championship game. He rushed for
192 yards and four touchdowns, but he’ll be a cornerback at Tech. He played on defense
quite a bit, both at cornerback and at safety, and has instincts for either position. Tech’s
coaching staff liked one thing — he was already around the ball.

5. Nubian Peak — The local native from nearby Pulaski County High put up some big
numbers as a tailback this past season, rushing for more than 1,400 yards and scoring 22
touchdowns. In fact, he rushed for more than 3,000 yards combined the past two years,
so he knows how to haul the mail. He could fit in at tailback, though Tech’s backfield is
crowded. He also could work at receiver or cornerback, given his ability to make plays.
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2007], our class was going to be less than 15,
so we couldn’t make as many offers — and we
would have with more scholarships,” said
Newsome, who only made five offers. “And,
too, alot of it is based on needs. For example,
we took a lot of receivers last year, so we
weren't going to sign a bunch of receivers
this year. The numbers just didn’t fit”

D-line the pressing need

The Hokies only lost one senior defensive
lineman off of last season’s squad, but a pro-
gram never wants to be short of defensive
linemen. So Tech’s staff signed six prospects
listed as defensive linemen - four at end and
two at tackle. Rhodes headlines the bunch,
but the overall success of the group hinges
on him developing to the fullest along with
the other five.

The remaining five include Lanford
Collins, a 6-4, 240-pounder from Stafford,
Va.; David Wang, a 6-2, 290-pound tackle
from Ashburn, Va.; Gayle, a 6-5, 215-pound-
er from Hampton, Va.; Perez-Means, a 6-4,
230-pounder from Richmond; and Wilson, a
6-3, 215-pounder from Hampton, Va.

Rhodes and Wang project as tackles; while
the other four will begin their careers at end.

“We needed some [defensive linemen],
particularly ends,” Cavanaugh said. “The
thing I like about all of these guys is they can
run’
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Kam Chancellor
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Isaiah Hamlette
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Austin Fuller
no official visit
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Patrick Terry
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Ed Wang

Eddie Whitley
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ALSO CONSIDERED
UNC, Penn State
Only considered Tech
UVa, Penn State

lllinois

UNC, N.C. State

Penn State

UVa, Purdue, UCF

Penn State, Ar
Wake Forest
South Florida,

Only considered Tech

UVa, Wake, FS
Maryland, UVa

UVa, UNC, Maryland

Maryland, UVa
UVa, Maryland

FSU, UNC, Wake
Only considered Tech

WVU, Georgia
Florida, Aubur
Tennessee

NOTABLE

No. 29 LB prospect in nation by Rivals
Signed with Tech last year, but went to FUMA
No. 14 prospect in Va. by SuperPrep

No. 23 LB prospect in nation by Scout.com

No. 82 ATH prospect in nation by Rivals

No. 16 prospect in Va. by The Roanoke Times

kansas, Ohio

No. 26 prospect in Va. by The Roanoke Times
First-team All-Met selection by The Washington Post

A first-team Class 4-A choice by NCPreps.com

Georgia, Michigan

A PrepStar All-American
No. 7 K prospect in the nation by Scout.com

U Piedmont District and Region IV defensive POY

No. 16 ATH prospect in nation by ESPN/Scouts, Inc.

, Syracuse
, Clemson

Tech, UNC
n, Clemson, PSU

Region IV offensive POY in Va. as an RB

No. 26 weakside DE prospect in nation by Rivals
No. 8 prospect in Va. by The Roanoke Times

No. 1 TE prospect in nation by Rivals

No. 18 prospect in Va. by The Roanoke Times

No. 30 CB prospect in nation by ESPN/Scouts, Inc.
Top prospect in Va. by The Roanoke Times

First-team All-Group AAAin Va.asa LB

Tech’s staff also focused on defensive
backs, signing four, including three corner-
backs - all from outside the state. The head-
liner is Hosley, the PrepStar All-American
who went to the same high school as former
standouts Brandon Flowers and David
Clowney. Michigan and Ohio State were in
on him early and Georgia expressed inter-
est. He ultimately picked Tech over South
Florida on signing day.

“The thing with him is he kept it open
until the very end,” Beamer said. “Us having
the last visit turned out to be a good thing.
That’s a risky thing, too. But it was one of
those things that just worked out well”

The other two corners include Jerrodd
Williams, a 6-0, 185-pounder who hails
from South Carolina, and James Hopper, a
5-9, 180-pounder from Fayetteville, N.C.

“Youre always trying to find those cor-
ners,” Cavanaugh said. “And if some of them
don’t work out, you can move them?”

The fourth defensive back is Norman, a
6-3, 190-pounder from Richmond. Hes a
tall, rangy player who projects as a safety at
Tech.

Filling other needs
The rest of Techs recruiting class was bal-
anced. The Hokies’ staff signed two offensive
linemen (Miller and Kory Gough) with big
frames and quick feet. They also added two

linebackers - Tariq Edwards (potentially)
and Clark.

On offense, David Wilson and Thomas
headline the skill players. Tech already pos-
sesses three good tailbacks in Darren Evans,
Josh Oglesby and Ryan Williams. But Wilson
isn’t afraid of competition — and Beamer isn’t
afraid to play true freshmen.

“We’re going to put the best players out
there on the field, and that’s just the deal
Beamer said. “It’s up to him and how he does
when he gets here. He’s has the potential to
be a great player and he’s such a good person,
too”

Thomas is as intriguing if only because
of his versatility. Tech’s staff listed him as an
“athlete” on the signing day release and plans
on looking at him at receiver, H-back, tight
end and maybe even quarterback.

“I think he’s a guy that you want to move
around,” Beamer said. “I think he’s going to
be athletic enough to do a lot of things for
you. I think he’s got possibilities at a lot of
places”

The Hokies also added three more high-
powered offensive skill players. D.J. Coles, a
6-3, 215-pounder who spent the fall at Fork
Union after signing with the Hokies last year,
gives Tech a huge presence at receiver. Exum,
a 6-0, 190-pounder, and Nubian Peak, a 6-1,
180-pounder from Pulaski County High in
Dublin, Va., round out the group. Tech’s staft
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listed both of them as athletes.

Exum accounted for 2,357 yards and 30
touchdowns as a senior and he returned six
kicks for touchdowns. Peak rushed for 1,436
yards and 22 touchdowns this past season.

“We'll probably give Antone the opportu-
nity to play both sides of the ball and see how
he does,” Cavanaugh said. “I know this — he’s
a talented kid and a good student.

“And I think you’ll see Nubian play some
receiver. Maybe try to get him the ball on
screens and reverses, things like that”

Wrapping it up

One area where the Tech staff came up
short was at quarterback, though not by
design. On the contrary, the coaches worked
every possible angle. They made offers to
two in-state quarterback prospects who went
elsewhere, and a third in-state prospect never
showed any interest in the Hokies. The staff
even tried to bring in a prospect from Texas
at the last minute, but that failed to pan out,
as the kid ended up signing with Baylor.

Beamer addressed the quarterback situ-
ation, saying that he planned on giving Ju-
Ju Clayton and Marcus Davis, two rising
redshirt freshmen, plenty of reps there this
spring, and that he might increase Greg
Boone’s workload at quarterback as well. In
this class, Exum and Thomas both will get
looks.

“I think our quarterback situation will be
OK,” Beamer said. “I'm not sure these guys
are not pure quarterbacks. Yeah, we missed
on a couple. But we think we've got a couple
good ones in our program, too.”

The staff is already working on possibilities
for next year’s class. Of course, that goes for
every position, not just quarterback. Tech’s
staff practically wrapped up alot of its recruit-
ing early, and the extra time enabled them to
get a jumpstart on next year’s recruiting.

“We’ve probably watched more video and

were more ahead than we've ever been on
next year’s class,” Beamer said. “And I really
think we’ve got a shot to have another terrific
class next year”

For the short term, though, they savoring
what they’ve put together — another top-25
recruiting class, one certainly with the po-
tential to keep those 10-win seasons, ACC

Logan Thomas is one of Tech’s
most touted recruits and could
play any number of positions
once he arrives on campus.

championships and bowl berths continuing.
“The thing that I like about this group is
that they can all run and they’re all athletic,”
Cavanaugh said. “There’s athletic ability in
this class no matter what position. If you're
going to win at this level, you better have kids
who can run and kids who have athleticism,
and I think we've got that with this class” Yz~
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Telvion
CLARK

6-1,220,LB

Granby High; Norfolk, Va.

Stats: Tallied 123 tackles, eight sacks, five forced fumbles and four
interceptions as a senior ... Had 153 tackles and nine sacks as a junior.

Top honors: Rated the No. 29 prospect in Virginia by The Roanoke
Times and No. 25 by SuperPrep ... Rated the No. 29 linebacker prospect
in the nation by Rivals ... A first-team All-Tidewater selection.

Why he chose Tech: “When I came up there for my visits, I always
felt at home. It was just a family atmosphere there and all the guys made
me feel welcome.

“And I was interested in their defense. I love the way they attack and
blitz. Coach [Bud] Foster is legendary. He’s a great guy and a great coach,
and anyone would be honored to play for him.”

On being a tremendous wrestler: “Coach Jim Lambert came to me
and told me it would be good for me and that the team needed leader-
ship. At first, I shot him down. But I went to a tournament and saw them
wrestling and that changed my mind.

“It was hard getting back into it [he wrestled in middle school]. But I
caught on quickly and I think it’s going to help me in the long run”

Notables: Born Sept. 25, 1990 in Greensboro, N.C. ... Son of Tonya
Wade ... Has an older brother and a younger brother ... Contemplated
major is business.

Lanford
COLLINS

6-4, 240, DE
Brooke Point High; Stafford, Va.

Stats: Recorded 124 tackles, including 24 for a loss, and 16 sacks
combined his junior and senior seasons.

Top honors: Rated the No. 20 defensive end prospect in the nation
according to Rivals and ESPN/Scouts, Inc. ... Earned first-team All-
Commonwealth District and All-Northwest Region honors as a senior
... Named to the Free Lance-Star’s all-area team.

Why he chose Tech: “I really like the environment and the coaching
chemistry. I wanted a stable environment and I know the coaches are
going to be there”

On being the last Tech commitment: “I wanted to take my time and
take a look at everybody. During football season, it was hard to focus on
all the recruiting stuff. I wanted to wait until the season was over and
then take my visits and check out all the schools.”

On his strengths and weaknesses: “I think I rush the passer well and
I never give up on a play. I probably need to work on my technique. I've
only been playing the position two years. Before, I was a running back
and cornerback, and then over the summer, I grew and put on weight””

Notables: Born Feb. 20, 1991 in Clarksville, Miss. ... Son of Lanford
and Connie Collins ... Has one older sister and a younger brother and
sister ... Contemplated major is computer science or business informa-
tion technology.

Here’s a look at the profiles for the members of the recruiting class, with the exceptions of
D.J. Coles, who was portrayed last year. By Jimmy Roberison

Tariq
EDWARDS

Marlboro County High; Cheraw, S.C.

Stats: Finished with 102 tackles, including five for a loss, and three sacks
as a senior ... Caught 12 passes for 225 yards and four touchdowns his se-
nior year.

Top honors: Listed the No. 15 prospect in South Carolina by SuperPrep
... Ranked the No. 23 strongside linebacker prospect nationally by Scout.
com ... Listed as the No. 50 outside linebacker prospect in the nation by
Rivals.

Why he chose Tech: “Because of how they treated me and the things they'd
showed me every time I went up there. I felt comfortable there when I went
on my visits, and when I took my official visit, I was even more comfortable.
They players there treat you with respect.”

On his father’s impact on him and his brother [his father, Bo Campbell,
played at Tech]: “He was always active in the recruiting process, and we
knew he was going to be a factor. He made us look at things like the depth
chart and position coaches and academics to see how schools compare. He
helped us out a lot”

On his position: “I think they’re looking at me as an outside linebacker.
They call it their whip position. I guess it depends on how big I get”

Notables: Born May 1, 1991 in Cheraw, S.C. ... Son of Bo and Felicia
Campbell ... Twin brother of Tyrell Edwards, a Tech recruit ... Has three
sisters ... Contemplated major is psychology or graphic design.

Tyrell
EDWARDS

6-4, 220, TE

Marlboro County High; Cheraw, S.C.

Stats: Caused one fumble and recovered two fumbles on defense his se-
nior season ... Had 15 tackles as well ... Also caught two passes for 17 yards
... Recorded 71 tackles and had two sacks as a junior.

Top honor: Listed the No. 31 prospect in South Carolina by SuperPrep ...
Ranked the No. 82 athlete prospect nationally by Rivals.

Why he chose Tech: “It was mostly a family thing. We have a history here
and I've been coming to games there since I was 7 or 8. I wouldn't say it was
a package deal with my brother. We were both looking for the best situation
and Virginia Tech was it”

On his father’s impact: “He had a great deal of an impact. He was always
getting us to go to camps and helping us get noticed. He was always helping
us to get ready for college”

On his position: “T'll probably end up at tight end or maybe work as a slot
receiver. 'm more of an offensive guy, so anywhere they put me on offense,
I'll be ready to play. I feel like I can make blocks downfield and catch the ball
and make things happen”

Notables: Born May 1, 1991 in Cheraw, S.C. ... Son of Bo and Felicia
Campbell ... Twin brother of Tariq Edwards, a Tech recruit ... Has three
sisters ... Contemplated major is psychology or graphic design.
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6-0, 190, ATH
Deep Run High; Glen Allen, Va.

Stats: Accounted for 2,357 yards and 30 touchdowns his senior season, including
six on returns ... Threw for 978 yards and nine touchdowns and rushed for 745 yards
and 15 scores as a senior.

Top honors: Rated the No. 16 prospect in Virginia by The Roanoke Times and the
No. 17 prospect in Virginia by SuperPrep ... A first-team All-Group AAA selection
by The Associated Press as a kick returner ... Listed as the No. 38 athlete in the nation
by Rivals ... Rated the No. 42 athlete prospect nationally by ESPN/Scouts, Inc.

Why he chose Tech: “I got along with the staff. It was basically them and Penn
State, and Virginia Tech was recruiting me to play the positions where I felt comfort-
able. It was close to home and Coach Beamer wins with in-state kids. I'll get a great
education and it was just right for me”

On his position at Tech: “I'm not sure. They've told me we'll see what happens.
I'll probably split some time between quarterback and defensive back. But I'm not
sure which one they want me to play. Either way, its fine. I just want to get on the
field early”

Notables: Born Feb. 27, 1991 in Richmond ... Son of Antone and Barbara Exum
... Has a younger sister ... Contemplated major is business.

James
GAYLE

6-5, 215, DE
Bethel High; Hampton, Va.

Stats: Registered 96 tackles (60 solo) and 12 sacks as a defensive end his senior
season.

Top honors: Listed as the No. 26 prospect in Virginia by The Roanoke Times ...
Ranked the No. 27 prospect in Virginia by SuperPrep ... Rated the No. 25 strong-
side defensive end in the nation by Rivals.

‘Why he chose Tech: “I was going to stay in the state all along and Virginia Tech
has one of the best defenses in the nation. When I went to camp up there [the one-
day camp last summer], I really liked the campus a lot. I actually had planned on
taking some visits to other schools and committing later, but I changed my mind
and decided on Virginia Tech”

On his rapid development: “I didn't start playing football until I moved in with
my father here [James had been living with his mom in Minnesota] in the 10th
grade. After my 10th grade year, the guys were telling me to just stay on the JV
team. But I gained like 50 pounds and worked hard in the weight room. Then I
took a senior’s starting position and things have been going well since then””

Notables: Born Feb. 15,1991 in Los Angeles . .. Son of Jimmy Gayle and Michelle
Gayle ... Has one older sister and three younger ones ... Major is undecided.

Kory
GOUGH

6-5, 265, OL
Liberty High; Goldvein, Va.

Stats: Graded out at 90 percent for much of the season.
Top honors: Earned first-team All-Met honors by The Washington Post ...
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Listed the No. 40 prospect in Virginia by SuperPrep ... Rated the No. 46
prospect in Virginia by The Roanoke Times.

Why he chose Tech: “It’s close to home and I've always liked them.
Actually, I grew up a fan of both Virginia Tech and UVa - I didn’t really
know about the hate between the schools. But I always like Tech a little
more.

“I had about 15 offers, but Tech was the main school. They told me
they were going to sign just one offensive lineman, so as soon as they
offered, I took it”

On being a big-time wrestler: “I've been wrestling for seven or eight
years and it’s a lot of fun. My little brother actually started me on itas a
way to help with my conditioning and I just kept on with it. It helps with
your core. It keeps you flexible and in shape, and makes you quicker
with your hands”

Notables: Born March 20, 1990 in Fauquier, Va. ... Son of Kimberly
and Kevin Gough ... Has two older brothers and one younger brother
... Contemplated major is business or perhaps something to do with
nutrition.

5-9, 180, CB
Seventy-First High; Fayetteville, N.C.

<o

Stats: As a tailback, ran for 192 yards and scored four touch-
downs in the 4-A championship game - a 28-7 victory by Seventy-
First — his senior season ... Had 88 tackles and an interception as
a junior.

Top honors: Listed as the No. 21 prospect in North Carolina by
SuperPrep ... A first-team Class 4-A selection as a running back by
NCpreps.com ... Ranked the No. 33 cornerback prospect in the
nation according to ESPN/Scouts, Inc.

Why he chose Tech: “It’s a good school and a good program. I
have dreams of getting to the NFL and I think they can get me on
the right path to where I want to go.”

On winning the state championship: “That was a great feeling.
I was the MVP of the game and couldn’t ask for more.”

On his position: “I played a lot of safety and that’s where I prob-
ably feel most comfortable. I like to hit and I like being able to
move freely. At safety, it’s instinct more than talent. It’s what you
feel, and I think I have a good feel for the game.

“But I'm fine with anything they want me to do as long as I get
on the field”

Notables: Born Feb. 28, 1991 ... Son of John and Tracy Huff
... Has an older brother and a younger brother ... Contemplated
major is business or marketing.

Jayron
HOSLEY

5-11, 180, CB
Atlantic High; Delray Beach, Fla.

Stats: Had 37 tackles and five interceptions as a senior ... On of-
fense, had 15 catches for 300 yards and five touchdowns ... Also had
five special teams scores (three punt returns, two kickoff returns).

Top honors: A PrepStar All-American ... Rated the No. 11 corner-
back in the country and the 25th overall prospect in Florida by Rivals
... Ranked the No. 22 cornerback nationally by ESPN/Scouts, Inc.



Why he chose Tech: “On my visit there, I just felt like I was at home.
The players and the coaches there showed me a lot of love, and the
staff was just unbelievable. The defensive coordinator [Bud Foster] and
Coach Beamer, they're just great people.”

On the impact Brandon Flowers, another former Atlantic High
standout, had on him: “His dad and my dad are very close, and me
and Brandon talked quite a bit. He’s a guy I trust. He’s been through it
and I trusted him.”

On waiting to make his decision on signing day: “I just wanted to
think everything through. I wanted to take some visits and weigh my
options. I think it all worked out well in the end”

Notables: Notables were not available.

Cody
JOURNELL

6-0, 180, K
Giles High; Ripplemead, Va.

Stats: Booted six field goals as a senior, including three of at least
42 yards ... Rushed for 1,060 yards and 13 touchdowns ... Kicked 10
field goals his junior season, including a long of 54 yards.

Top honors: Listed as the No. 7 kicking prospect in the nation
by Scout.com ... Ranked the No. 13 kicking prospect in the nation
by Rivals ... A first-team All-Timesland selection by The Roanoke
Times.

Why he chose Tech: “My family has lived in Giles since I was born
and its only 20 minutes away. I grew up a Hokie. And with Coach
Beamer coaching the special teams and the kickers, that’s a big deal.
I looked at some other schools, but once I came to camp and they
offered, I was set after that.”

On how he got started kicking: “My dad took me out in the fourth
grade and we started kicking it around a bit. Then in the sixth grade,
we had tryouts and I won the kicking competition.

“I didn’t really start going to camps until the 10th grade when I
went to see Doug Blevins [a kicking instructor] in Abingdon. He’s
helped me a lot, and I've worked on it”

Notables: Born June 13, 1991 in Blacksburg, Va. ... Son of Jim and
Debbie Journell ... Has a younger brother ... Contemplated major is
business management.

Andrew
MILLER

6-4, 275, OL
Bassett High; Bassett, Va.

The vitals: Recorded 102 tackles (58 solo), including 16 for a loss as a
defensive lineman his senior season ... As a junior, he tallied 110 tackles
and three sacks ... Won the state championship in wrestling as a heavy-
weight in 2008.

Rankings: The Roanoke Times defensive player of the year ... Earned
first-team All-Group AA honors ... Rated the No. 21 prospect in Virginia
by SuperPrep ... Ranked the No. 33 offensive tackle prospect nationally by
Rivals.

Why he chose Tech: “It’s an all-around good school. It has good aca-
demics and good athletics. My brother goes there and I'm used to coming
up there. I know all about the place”

On his plans to wrestle and play football: “I'm going to wrestle my
first year, while 'm redshirting in football. I want to see what I can do in
wrestling for one year at the college level. I like the intensity of it. If you

make mistakes, you have no one else to blame.

“After my first year, I'll be full-time into football. T'll be too heavy to
wrestle”

Notables: Born April 24, 1990 in Martinsville, Va. ... Son of Johnny and
the late Linda Miller ... His oldest brother, John, played football at Duke.
His sister, Heather, played basketball at Wake Forest. His older brother,
Tim, is on a wrestling scholarship at Virginia Tech ... Major is undecided.

Theron
NORMAN

6-3,190, S

p

Hermitage High; Richmond, Va.

Stats: Caught 16 passes for 185 yards his senior season ... Had 32 tackles
and three interceptions as a junior.

Top honors: Ranked the No. 23 prospect in Virginia by The Roanoke
Times and No. 31 by SuperPrep ... Listed the No. 16 athlete nationally by
ESPN/Scouts, Inc. ... Rated the No. 42 athlete in the nation by Rivals.

Why he chose Tech: “When I went there on my unofficial visits, the
players and the coaches made me feel like I was at home. The coaches are
up front with you and I liked that. I was comfortable there”

On being the latest Hermitage graduate to come to Tech: “I think we
were all picking a place where we would feel comfortable. Ju-Ju [Clayton]
and Alonzo [Tweedy] are there and they made me feel comfortable. Theyd
joke around and say that I needed to come there, but they wanted me to
feel comfortable with where I was going”

On his strong points as a player: “I think my strongest point is that I
love to compete. I'm a competitor. I like to have fun, but I also like to work
hard and play hard”

Notables: Born Oct. 4, 1991 in East St. Louis, Ill. ... Son of Theron
and Tracy Norman ... Has two older sisters and an older brother ...
Contemplated major is communication.

6-1, 180, ATH
Pulaski County High; Radford, Va.

Stats: Rushed for 1,436 yards on 182 carries and scored 22 touchdowns
his senior season ... Had 1,349 yards on 158 carries his junior season and
scored 16 total touchdowns as a junior.

Top honors: Rated the No. 33 prospect in Virginia by The Roanoke
Times and No. 32 by SuperPrep ... Listed as the No. 67 running back
prospect in the nation by Rivals ... First-team All-Group AA as a run-
ning back.

Why he chose Tech: “I've always been a fan. I grew up around here
[the New River Valley] and I've watched them play a lot. The times I've
been down there, I've liked the staff. They were down to earth. It wasn’t
a hard decision”

On his position: “I'm not sure. It doesn’t matter to me. Probably some-
thing on offense, though. That’s where I've played my whole life. I haven’t
played a lot of defense, so offense would probably be the best thing”

On playing defense: “I played a little bit this season when I was
needed. I was a cornerback. I hadn’t done it before, but I think I adjusted
well. Wherever they put me is fine”

Notables: Born Jan. 11, 1991 in Radford, Va. ... Son of Vernon
and Donna Peak ... Has a younger brother and two older sisters ...
Also a standout on the Pulaski County basketball team ... Major is
undecided.
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6-4, 230, DE

Hermitage High; Richmond, Va.

Stats: Played in just six games his senior season because of an ankle
injury ... Averaged 27 yards per catch as a tight end ... As a junior, ac-
counted for four defensive touchdowns and one safety from his defensive
end spot.

Top honors: Ranked the No. 34 prospect in Virginia by The Roanoke
Times and by SuperPrep ... Rated the No. 26 weakside defensive end in the
nation by Rivals ... Listed as the No. 34 tight end prospect in the nation by
ESPN/Scouts, Inc.

Why he chose Tech: “T've always liked Virginia Tech and they had my
major [veterinary science]. They have a good team down there and it
close to home. Those were the main reasons.”

On the frustration of missing half his senior season: “It was real frus-
trating because I wanted to top what I had done last year. I had no control,
though, so I just cheered and tried to motivate my teammates.”

On his hobby: “Boxing is my hobby. Me and my dad spar a lot. My dad
almost put me into a boxing league. I can't pinpoint exactly why I like it
so much. I guess because it showcases my skills. You have to be quick and
strong”

Notables: Born Feb. 4, 1991 in Staten Island, N.Y. ... Son of Duan and
Eva Means ... Has three older sisters ... Contemplated major is veterinary
science.

6-3, 270, DT

Varina High; Sandston, Va.

Stats: Finished with 48 tackles, including 14.5 for a loss, his senior sea-
son ... Also had 4.5 sacks as a senior and three forced fumbles.

Top honors: A SuperPrep All-American and the No. 10 prospect in
Virginia by SuperPrep ... Rated the No. 8 prospect in Virginia by The
Roanoke Times ... Listed as the No. 54 defensive tackle prospect in the
nation by ESPN/Scouts. Inc. ... Ranked the No. 35 defensive tackle pros-
pect nationally by Rivals ... A first-team All-Capital District selection as
a defensive lineman his senior season ... A second-team All-Group AAA
selection according to the Virginia High School Coaches Association his
junior season.

(Note: DeAntre Rhodes could not be reached for comment before our deadline.)

‘¥ 6-6,230, ATH
Brookville High; Lynchburg, Va.

Stats: Completed 118 of 204 passes for 1,535 yards and 20 touchdowns
as a quarterback his senior season ... Threw four touchdown passes in a
50-46 loss to James Monroe in the Group AA Division 3 championship
game ... Ran for 842 yards and 11 touchdowns as a senior ... As a defen-
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sive back, recorded 80 tackles and intercepted four passes.

Top honors: A SuperPrep All-American and the top prospect in Virginia
by SuperPrep ... Named The Associated Press Group AA player of the year
in Virginia ... Ranked the top tight end prospect nationally by Rivals ...
Rated the No. 4 overall prospect in Virginia by The Roanoke Times.

Why he chose Tech: “It’s the place whereI felt most comfortable. I thought
it was the best fit for me, both as a football recruit and academically”

On the recruiting process: “It was good. It was a little hectic. Coaches
were calling and wanting you to go here and there. But all in all, it was
good. It wasn’t that big of a deal”

On his position at Tech: “I think they’re looking at me as a wide receiver.
They’re going to try to get me mismatched with some smaller corners. I'll
play wherever they want. I don’t care”

Notables: Born July 1, 1991 in Charlottesville, Va. ... Son of Eddie and
Kim Carazona ... Major is undecided.

6-2, 290, DT
Stone Bridge High; Ashburn, Va.

Stats: Stats were not available.

Top honors: Ranked the No. 18 prospect in Virginia by The Roanoke
Times ... Rated the No. 28 prospect in Virginia by SuperPrep ... Listed as
the No. 60 defensive tackle prospect in the nation by Scout.com ... Rated
the No. 44 defensive tackle prospect in the nation by Rivals.

Why he chose Tech: “T've seen how everyone supports the school and I
really liked the coaches and players when I went down there.

“Because of my brother [Ed Wang], I've had a great opportunity. He’s let
me be around the program a lot. I've been able to see how great everything
is there”

On what his brother has told him: “We don't talk a lot about football.
But he has helped me some. He’s played a lot, so I listen to him. I know he
wants what is best for me.”

On his strengths: “My feet. I have quick feet and a lot of that comes
from working out with my dad. My dad’s helped me with a lot of stuff. We
have weights at home and we train a lot. I can lift with him and it’s a lot
of fun”

Notables: Born Oct. 28, 1990 in Fairfax, Va. ... Son of Robert and Nancy
Wang ... His older brother, Ed, starts at left tackle for Tech ... Major is
undecided.

Jerrodd
WILLIAMS

6-0, 185, CB
D.W. Daniel High; Central, S.C.

Stats: Had 44 tackles, broke up 10 passes and had four interceptions as
a senior ... Returned 12 kicks for 312 yards and one touchdown ... Also
returned 11 punts for 175 yards and one score ... Sealed South Carolina’s
victory over North Carolina in the Shrine Bowl with a 59-yard interception
return for a touchdown.

Top honors: Listed the No. 19 prospect in South Carolina by SuperPrep
... Rated the No. 30 cornerback prospect in the nation by ESPN/Scouts,
Inc. ... Rated the No. 36 cornerback prospect in the nation by Rivals and
No. 1 in South Carolina.

Why he chose Tech: “Me and Coach [Torrian] Gray built a relationship
last year and he kept in touch with me. They brought me up for that camp
[the one-day camp] and then made me an offer. The coaches are down to



earth. They keep it real and don't sugarcoat things. I thought it was a good
fit for me”

On his position: “I'll be a cornerback and a kick returner and probably a
punt returner. I love being at cornerback. You can shut down a receiver and
make an impact on the game. That’s where I've always played”

Notable: Born July 31, 1991 in Seneca, S.C. ... Son of Jerome and Polly
Williams ... Has an older sister and brother, Jerome, who attends Clemson
. Contemplated major

but plans on transferring to Tech and walking on ..
is business.

David
§ WILSON

5-11,195, RB

George Washington High; Danville, Va.

Stats: Rushed for 2,291 yards and 35 touchdowns - both school records
- his senior season ... Rushed for more than 300 yards in a game twice ...
Finished with 1,551 rushing yards and 17 touchdowns as a junior.

Top honors: A SuperPrep All-American ... Named the Gatorade player
of the year in Virginia ... Top-rated prospect in Virginia by The Roanoke
Times ... Listed the No. 4 running back prospect in the nation by Rivals.

Why he chose Tech: “I chose Virginia Tech because I got that home
feeling when I went up there. The people are like a close family and they
have a great program there and great coaches.”

On playing running back at Tech: “I know they have a lot of great run-
ning backs, but I like the challenge. I like it when people push me. I think
that makes me better and makes everyone better”

On his record-setting season: “I knew I was going to have a good season,
just not how good. I was worried after that first game. We played Varina

start my senior year. But after that, things started rolling”
Notables: Born June 15, 1991 in Danville, Va. ... Son of Dwight and
Sheila Wilson ... Has an older brother and a younger sister ... Contemplated

major is architecture.

6-3, 230, LB
Hampton High; Hampton, Va.

Stats: Stats were not available.

Top honors: A first-team All-Group AAA selection by The Associated
Press as a linebacker his senior season ... A first-team member of The
Daily Press Football All-Stars team ... Rated the No. 45 prospect in
Virginia by The Roanoke Times and by SuperPrep.

Why he chose Tech: “It was between Virginia Tech and Tennessee and
it came down to distance. It was closer to home and I felt comfortable
there. Everything fit for me. Virginia Tech met all my needs athletics-
wise and school-wise”

On his position: “T'll probably be a linebacker or a defensive end. It
depends on my weight and where that falls. ’'m 220 now, but my dad
[who was a player at Tennessee] was the same weight before he got to
Tennessee and he shot up. If 'm 240-250, I'll probably play the defensive
line”

On having his dad help him as a player: “My dad is laid back, but
if I had a question, hed help me out. Sometimes, he’ll offer me some
pointers. He lets me do what I want, but he keeps me on the right path.
At times, he can be hard, but that’s rare”

Son of James and

Notables: Born Jan. 29, 1990 in Chesapeake, Va. ...

and I had, like, 50 yards, and I thought, ‘Man, this isn’'t how I wanted to ~ Shari Wilson ... Has two younger brothers ... Major is undecided. Yz~
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THOUGH NOT VISIBLE IN THE WIN COLUN
WOMEN'S HOOPS TEAM MAKING PROGRESS

By Matt Kovatch

As the Virginia Tech women’s basketball
team stumbled its way through an overtime
win against USC Upstate on Feb. 2, there
were audible grumbles in the crowd, some of
which can’t be repeated in this family maga-
zine. There was some rolling of the eyes, and
some fans even headed for the exits before
the game was finished.

And that’s not to say any of that was
unwarranted - the Hokies shouldnt have
any trouble taking care of the Spartans, a
team playing in just its second year at the
Division-I level. And that this came just one
day after Tech sputtered through one of its
worst halves of the season (Tech lost to N.C.
State after leading at halftime) makes the
Hokie loyalists’ frustration understandable.

But before losing faith in Beth
Dunkenberger’s squad and calling it a season,
think about how relatively well this team has
done considering what it’s had to deal with.

Not more than a week or two after this
publication released its optimistic basketball
preview issue, things began to fall apart for
the Hokies. Supremely talented sophomore
Andrea Barbour was dismissed from the
team, and it was determined that senior A.].
Lemaitre likely wouldn’t play because of her
slowly healing, surgically-repaired knee.
Then Brittany Cook, the ACC’s leading scorer
from a year ago, blew out her anterior cruci-
ate ligament during a preseason practice and
was lost for the season. Since then, senior

... A quuiet ’zefuge

Designed for relaxing and entertaining, this 14+ acre wooded retreat is only ten minutes to
Virginia Tech in Blacksburg, VA. A handcrafted home of unsurpassed quality. $1,200,000.

post player Amber Hall has been reduced
to the bench, having not played since Dec.
20 due to her chronically problematic back.
And all of that doesn’t even include the loss
of 6-foot-4 center Eleanor Brentnall, who
decided not to return to school before the
season even began.

There are a lot of reasons to throw in the
towel, but to Dunkenberger and her players’
credit, not once have they used any of those
personnel losses as an excuse for a single
defeat this season. That’s why those two ugly
games ag