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HOKIE CLUB

The Hokie Club …

the official fundraising arm for Virgin

ia Tech athletics

The Hokie Club is more than just a membership.
It’s taking a road trip to see the Hokies play. It’s
that desire to drive to Blacksburg to
see a game just so you can be on campus. It’s the
pride you feel when the Hokies succeed. It’s that
feeling that overwhelms you and
lets you know without a doubt … yeah, I’m a Hoki
e!
The Hokie Club, supporting Tech athletics since

1949.

Ways to Give:

Quarterly Payments

For more information on how to give

to Virginia Tech athletics, contact the

Hokie Club at (540) 231-6618 or visit

hokieclub.com.

Supporting Tech Athletics Since 1949

A gift of cash or a check is the most pop
ular method of payment for annual gifts
to the Virginia Tech Athletic Fund. Whe
making this gift, it is important to know
n
that there are several payment options
avai
lable, including “Hokie Matic,” the Hokie
monthly electronic transfer from either
Club’s
one’s checking or savings account. In add
ition to this popular option, many Hokie
members choose to make their annual
Club
donations using quarterly payments.
Designating quarterly payments is an opti
on that is easy to set up. For a new mem
ber of the Hokie Club, the easiest way to
up your payments for quarterly payment
set
is to make note of this request on your
membership application. For an existing
Club member, someone who previously
Hokie
made payments in a different fashion wou
ld need to contact the Hokie Club offic
designate this payment method.
e to
Once quarterly payments have been desi
gnated, the donor will receive reminde
rs during the months of January, April,
October. For more information or inquiries
July and
about setting up quarterly payments, cont
act the Hokie Club at (540) 231-6618.
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New members
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Althouse
Diane
Armistead
Donald
Atlantic Credit & Finance Inc.
Austin
Charles
Avignone
Mark
Bailey
Morgan
Ballangee
James
Barco
Bailey
Barger
Myra
Barnhart
Matthew
Basehore
Kenneth
Bates
Jason
Behling
Stephanie
Bell
Arthur
Benson, III
Carl
Biddle
Carissa
Blanchard
Mark
Blasingame
James
Blaszak
Thomas
Blythe
Chadwick
Booker
Allen
Boward
Kenneth
Braig
Robert
Branson
Lea
Brogan
Patrick
Bromberg
David
Brose
Robert
Bucciero
Mark
Bucy
Cindy
Bullinger
Sandra
Butler
Jo Ellen
Butler, Jr.
Charles
Campbell
Jason
Cecil
John
Chapman
James & Susan
Cheshire
George
Ciatteo
Jason
Coffman
Ben
Courtney
John
Cullen
John
Daciek
Michael
Dalton
William
Davenport
Brian
Davis
Candice
Davis
Jeremy
De Leon
Aroldo
Demler
Linda
Domecus
Mike
Dooley
Paul
Dooley
Ashley
Dougherty
Christopher
Dowell
Justin
Dunkley
Kay
Dunn
James
Dunn
Keith
Eason
Blair
Edelen
Charlotte
Edelen
Michael
Edwards
William
Farmer
Mark
Fitzgerald
Brian
Fitzsimmons
Thomas
Fleisher
Carl
Fleming
Linda
Fletcher
Barry
Flores
John
Flores, Jr.
Gil
Ford
Frank
Fortune
Ann
Foster
Bradley
Freeburn, Jr.
Robert
Freund
Mark
Friedberg
Marc
Friel
Christopher
Garcia
Melissa
Gardner
Jesse
Gazzolo
Patrick
Gill
Thomas
Goode
Richard
Gower
Brendan
Graham
Shayne
Gray
Adam & Beth
Greenberg
Seth
Greene
Charles

Roanoke, VA
Herndon, VA
Roanoke, VA
Independence, VA
Mokena, IL
London
Columbus, GA
Virginia Beach, VA
Buchanan, VA
Charlotte, NC
Greenwood, SC
Charlotte, NC
Adamstown, MD
Chesterfield, VA
Troutville, VA
Forest, VA
Troutville, VA
Yorktown, VA
Blacksburg, VA
Richmond, VA
Roanoke, VA
Fishersville, VA
Williamsburg, VA
Richmond, VA
Norfolk, VA
Leesburg, VA
Maumee, OH
Christiansburg, VA
Riner, VA
Chesapeake, VA
Huntersville, NC
Hopewell, VA
Lynchburg, VA
Pikeville, KY
Virginia Beach, VA
Virginia Beach, VA
Richmond, VA
Richmond, VA
Halifax, VA
Keswick, VA
Severna Park, MD
Hurt, VA
Lynchburg, VA
Blacksburg, VA
Blacksburg, VA
Venice, CA
Washington Crossing, PA
Novato, CA
Roanoke, VA
Charlotte, NC
Louisville, OH
Southport, NC
Stuart, VA
Stony Creek, VA
Yale, VA
Virginia Beach, VA
Reston, VA
Centreville, VA
Blacksburg, VA
Reva, VA
Ruther Glen, VA
Scott Depot, WV
Moneta, VA
Christiansburg, VA
Smithfield, VA
Manassas, VA
Raleigh, NC
Forest, VA
Glen Allen, VA
Christiansburg, VA
Charlotte, NC
Centreville, VA
Blacksburg, VA
Virginia Beach, VA
Chester, MD
Towson, MD
Charleston, SC
Colleyville, TX
Haymarket, VA
Greenville, SC
Cincinnati, OH
Roanoke, VA
Blacksburg, VA
Alpharetta, GA

Gross
Matt
Haarz
David
Hale
Vicky
Halvorson
Jeremie
Hampton-D’Ambrosio
Michele
Harbison
Jeffrey
Hardwick
Amanda
Harrington
Joseph
Harris, Jr.
Charles
Hawksworth, II
Tom
Herakovich
Douglas
Herbert, Jr.
Charles
Herrala
Bret
Hienz
Nicholas
Hobart, Jr.
David
Homan
Jeffrey
Horton, Jr.
Daniel
Hoysradt
Shawn
Hoyt
Stuart
Hsu
Pochang
Hubble
John
Huber
William
Huffman
Dwayne
Hughes
Kevin & Jennifer
Hungate, Jr.
Nelson
Hurd
Daniel
Jackson
Mike & Brooke
Jones
Jennifer
Jones
Stephen
Judd
Kenneth
Kim
Daniel
Kim
Junseong
Kite
Corey
Klapmeyer
Michael
Kleemann
Catherine
Klein, III
Wallace
Kolev
Steve
Kovalsky
Stephen
Lasher
Mark
Lau
Evan
Lavinder
Thomas
Lee
Womack
Leininger
Wayne & Dorothy
Lewis
David
Lewter
Andrew
Lewter
Clarence
Lewter
Marvin
Lightner
Tammy
Littleton
Sharyn
Litz
Steve
Lively, Jr.
David
Maddox
Steve
Maine
John
Marsh
Thomas
Martin
Alison
Martin
Brandon
Martin
Mike
Mason
Jonathan
McClain
John
McGill
Linda
McKay
Kimberly
McKinney
Matthew
Millard
Ryan & Lyndsey
Miller
Jason
Mize
Steven
Moore
Jessica
Mylott
Sherri & Paul
Nash
Grant
Nelson
Nicholas
Nguyen
Duy
Norton
Ryan
Paasch
Kevin
Palmer
John
Pannell
Robert
Parrish
Russell
Patacca
Andrew
Peck
Jared
Peck
Philip
Pemberton
Paul
Pendry
Daryl
Perons
Thomas & Stacey
Stephen & Mariana Phillips
Phillips
Joseph
Powell
Kelley
Pugh
Robert
Ramsey, IV
Thomas

Christiansburg, VA
Vienna, VA
Culpeper, VA
Virginia Beach, VA
Egg Harbor Township, NJ
Springville, AL
Blacksburg, VA
Arlington, VA
Lexington Park, MD
Deltaville, VA
Raleigh, NC
Chandler, AZ
Roanoke, VA
Baltimore, MD
Blacksburg, VA
Manassas, VA
Mount Airy, NC
Portsmouth, VA
Springfield, VA
Cerritos, CA
Richmond, VA
Blacksburg, VA
Luray, VA
Bristol, VA
Hardy, VA
Blacksburg, VA
Christiansburg, VA
Richmond, VA
Huntersville, NC
Frederick, MD
Fairfax, VA
Blacksburg, VA
Gore, VA
Honolulu, HI
Arlington, VA
Salem, VA
Colonial Heights, VA
Mendham, NJ
High Point, NC
Sugar Land, TX
Marietta, GA
Franklin, VA
Blacksburg, VA
Washington, NC
Odenville, AL
Murfreesboro, TN
Fayetteville, TN
Kingsport, TN
Odenville, AL
Abingdon, VA
Richmond, VA
Big Stone Gap, VA
Earlysville, VA
Falls Church, VA
Charlotte, NC
Sandy Hook, VA
Christiansburg, VA
Richmond, VA
Rustburg, VA
Baltimore, MD
Blacksburg, VA
Arlington, VA
Asheville, NC
Mount Jackson, VA
Norfolk, VA
Dunnsville, VA
Radford, VA
Morrisville, NC
Ashburn, VA
Round Rock, TX
Richmond, VA
Virginia Beach, VA
Stafford, VA
Midlothian, VA
Smithfield, VA
Alexandria, VA
Winston Salem, NC
High Point, NC
Roanoke, VA
Clayton, NC
Elkridge, MD
Roanoke, VA
Blacksburg, VA
Midlothian, VA
Fredericksburg, VA
Raleigh, NC

James
Jon-Michael
Charlotte
Deisher
Matthew
John
John
Robert & Sherri
Beverly
Daniel
Ryan
Katrina
Clarence & Susan
Daniel
Mike
Robert
David & Meredith
Cody
Michael
Miranda
Deborah
Cassie
Paul
Eric
Janis
Clinton
Katherine
Brian
Jeffrey
Ronald
James
Matthew
Allison
Darin
Vernon
William
Les
Kristopher
Matthew
Thomas
Aaron
David
Michael
Gary
Russ & Jennifer
Xu

Rosch
Ryan
Sarah
Sayre
Seago
Sheppard
Shupe
Singleton
Smith
Smith
Sorrell
Sowers
Spracher
Stank
Steadman
Steinbraker
Stepp
Stoakley
Sullivan
Sweeny
Templeton
Templeton
Terry
Thomas
Thomas
Thomasson
Thrower
Tucker, Jr.
Van Sise
VanGilder, IV
Vepraskas
Vetter
Wade
Wall
Ward, Jr.
Watson
Watts
Webb
Wiles, IV
Williams
Winfield
Woerner
Wright
Yonce
Zhao

Warrenton, VA
Yorktown, VA
Radford, VA
Charlotte, NC
Blacksburg, VA
Raleigh, NC
Salem, VA
Radford, VA
Standardsville, VA
Towson, MD
Raleigh, NC
Riner, VA
Blacksburg, VA
Raleigh, NC
Richmond, VA
Chester, VA
Blacksburg, VA
Richmond, VA
Fairfax, VA
Durham, NC
Atlanta, GA
Atlanta, GA
Magnolia, TX
Raleigh, NC
Fort Mill, SC
Durham, NC
Emporia, VA
Forest, VA
Southport, NC
Blacksburg, VA
Chantilly, VA
Alexandria, VA
Hoover, AL
Gretna, VA
Doswell, VA
Charlotte, NC
Lynchburg, VA
Roanoke, VA
Chatham, VA
Williamsburg, VA
Roanoke, VA
Kill Devil Hills, NC
Chesapeake, VA
Ashland, VA
Allen, TX

Upgrading members

Agner
James
Albert
Randy
Alcauskas
Jacob
Alexander
Thomas
Alley, Jr.
Richard
Altizer
Derek
Ames
Sheila
Ammons
Sandra & Joseph
Applegarth
Anthony
Appomattox River Manufacturing Co.
Archer
Dawn
Aspen Motion Technologies, Inc.
Bailey
Rusten
Bailey, Jr.
Walter
Baker
Ken & Melissa
Bane
Timothy
Barrow
Wesley
Bewick
Andrew
Blackwell, Jr.
Lusby
Blankenship, Jr.
Troy
Blevins
David
Bloomer
Katherine
Bogacik
Kenneth
Bohart
Russ & Nora
Boiles
Scott
Bonham
T.W.
Borenstein
Douglas
Bragg, Jr.
James
Brame
George
Bray
Kathy
Brewer
Gregory
Brody
Michael & Ashley
Brown
Russell
Brown
Ted
Bryant
Jeffrey
Buckley
Keith
Burchett, Jr.
Paul

Roanoke, VA
Bluefield, WV
Arlington, VA
Chantilly, VA
Charlottesville, VA
Christiansburg, VA
Boyce, VA
Herndon, VA
Dundalk, MD
Keysville, VA
Chilhowie, VA
Radford, VA
Ashburn, VA
Alexandria, VA
Midlothian, VA
Roanoke, VA
Martinsville, VA
Blacksburg, VA
Culpeper
Troutville, VA
Roanoke, VA
Charlotte, NC
Lynchburg, VA
Baltimore, MD
Clifton, VA
Blacksburg, VA
Atlanta, GA
Goochland, VA
Pulaski, VA
Burke, VA
Fairfax, VA
Ashburn, VA
Kennesaw, GA
Lexington, VA
Virginia Beach, VA
Winston-Salem, NC
Roanoke, VA

HOKIE CLUB
Geoffrey
Hintze
Billy
Hite
Samuel
Hodges
Robert
Hogan
James
Holder
James
Hornbeck
HouseSmart Construction, Inc.
Chris
Howard
Lucas
Huddleston
Christine
Huffins
Stephen
Jamison
Robert
Jancerak
Steve
Jennings
Frederick
Johnston, III
Richard
Jones
David
Jones
Leonard
Joyce, Jr.
John
Karr
David
Keegan
Megan
Kelhart
Robert
Kenison
Garnie
Kennedy
John
Kent, Jr.
John
Kilareski
Lloyd
King
Todd
Kiracofe
Henry
Klutz, III
Eileen
Lauby
Irene & Randolph
Leech
Todd
Leeson
Charles
Legg
Marc
Leib
Scott
Levin
John
Little
Denise
Londos
Natasha
Lowe
Mary Jane
Lucas
Sidney
Lyons, Jr.
Bruce
MacPherson
John
Mahaney, Jr.
Geoffrey
Mann
Michael
Marrin
Brenda
Martin
Lisa
Mason
Linda & Kenneth
Mason
Jeremy
Matney
Christopher
Maxwell
Dan
McCloskey
Stephen
McCoy
Lynn & Ellen
McCoy
Tim & Karen
McGahey
Barbara
McGehee
Dennis
McIlhenny
Mike & Kathy
Melo
Linda
Meyerhoffer
Robert
Middlebrooks
David
Minor
Talmadge
Mitchell
Mike
Mong
Marvin
Mood
Randolph
Moore
Nick
Moore
Melissa
Moore
Joan
Moore
Kenneth
Moore, Jr.
James
Morgan
Larry
Morrison
Johnson
Moss, Jr.
James
Muscatello, Jr.
Tommy
Naggs
Tommy
Naggs
Benjamin
Naprstek
Tracy & John
Nelms
Ethan
Newell
Daniel
Nichols
Paul
Northey
Mark
Nunn
James
Ostheimer
Tom & Brenda
Overholt
Gary
Overstreet
Andrew
Paloma
Robert
Pannell, II
Steven & Sharon
Parker
Scott
Pennington
Ronald
Perkins
Thomas
Peterman
John
Phillips
Mark
Pierce
Patrick & Robin
Pillis

Huntsville, AL
Blacksburg, VA
Mocksville, NC
Charleston, WV
Richmond, VA
Landenberg, PA
Roanoke, VA
Peterstown, WV
Winchester, VA
Roanoke, VA
Roanoke, VA
Matthews, NC
Tuscaloosa, AL
Lansdowne, VA
Danville, VA
Fairfax Station, VA
Chesterfield, VA
Chesapeake, VA
Cincinnati, OH
Alexandria, VA
Potomac, MD
Rocky Gap, VA
Richmond, VA
Woodbridge, VA
Salem, VA
Bridgewater, VA
Kitty Hawk, NC
Falls Church, VA
Elliston, VA
Salem, VA
Roanoke, VA
Highland Park, TX
Norfolk, VA
Suffolk, VA
Herndon, VA
Radford, VA
Midlothian, VA
Westerville, OH
Falls Church, VA
Kenbridge, VA
Richmond, VA
Staunton, VA
Pulaski, VA
Colonial Heights, VA
Colonial Heights, VA
Pounding Mill, VA
Greenville, SC
Sunnyvale, CA
Harrisonburg, VA
Lexington, VA
Jonesborough, TN
Lynchburg, VA
Montpelier, VA
Yorktown, VA
Midlothian, VA
Chesapeake, VA
Prince George, VA
Summerfield, NC
Murfreesboro, TN
Gaithersburg, MD
Midlothian, VA
Virginia Beach, VA
Marietta, OH
Blacksburg, VA
Southern Pines, NC
Charlotte, NC
Ridgeway, VA
Richmond, VA
Christiansburg, VA
Blacksburg, VA
Blacksburg, VA
Wake Forest, NC
Smithfield, VA
Centreville, VA
Pickerington, OH
Suffolk, VA
Clarksville, VA
Richmond, VA
Rocky Mount, VA
Christiansburg, VA
Virginia Beach, VA
Midlothian, VA
Charlotte, NC
Richmond, VA
Covington, VA
Manassas, VA
Blacksburg, VA
Fairfax, VA
Salem, VA

John
Pollard, III
Reston, VA
James & Lauren
Potter
Wise, VA
Charles
Potts, Jr.
Roanoke, VA
Robert
Quinn
Yorktown, VA
Richard
Rakes
Midlothian, VA
Ted & Brenda
Rappaport
Austin, TX
James
Rayfield
Chespeake, VA
Steven
Reardon
Chesapeake, VA
William
Reinhart, Jr.
Bluffton, SC
Marta & Erick
Reppe
Davidson, NC
Brian
Reynolds
Marietta, GA
Phil
Rife
Moneta, VA
Roanoke Orthopeadic Center, Inc.
Roanoke, VA
Jimmy
Roberts
Midlothian, VA
Helen
Roberts
Naples, FL
David
Roberts
Seattle, WA
Paul
Roberts
Blacksburg, VA
William
Robertson, Jr.
Seaford, DE
Jay
Robinson
Powhatan, VA
Matthew
Rohrer
Mechanicsville, VA
Roy
Runyon, III
Suffolk, VA
Ryerson, Inc.		
Pounding Mill, VA
Bradford
Ryffel
Glen Allen, VA
Douglas
Saunders
Montpelier, VA
Robert
Schirmer
Virginia Beach, VA
Wayne
Schwartz
Goode, VA
Kathryn
Schwendenman
Albuquerque, NM
Edward
Scott
Centenary, SC
Cathi
Seawell
Roanoke, VA
Richard
Sedgley
Richmond, VA
Hunter
Sexton
Clayton, NC
Elizabeth
Shelton
Hurt, VA
Gerald & Rhonda
Sheppard
Charlotte, NC
Edward
Short
Dublin, VA
Vicki
Silver
Falmouth, VA
Crispin
Simmons
Lilburn, GA
Brandon
Smith
Chesterfield, VA
Barry
Snodgrass
Roanoke, VA
Craig
Starnes
Chantilly, VA
Robert
Steadman
Richmond, VA
Robert
Steadman
Richmond, VA
Glenn & Lori
Stevens
Williamsburg, VA
William
Stewart, IV
Richmond, VA
Conley
Stone
Destin, FL
Barbara
Stromeyer
Great Falls, VA
Gretchen
Strub
Fairfax, VA
James
Symonds
Salem, VA
Emily
Taylor
Roanoke, VA
Buddy & Ann
Taylor
Vinton, VA
Turner
Taylor
Craddockville, VA
Mari
Tenga
Fairfax, VA
William
Thomas, Jr.
Midlothian, VA
Gregory
Thompson
Atlanta, GA
James
Thornton
Farmville, VA
Samuel & Bertha
Tignor
McLean, VA
Sarah
Tilson-Miano
Radford, VA
Ashley
Tingler
Atlanta, GA
Timothy
Trigilio
Annapolis, MD
Judy
Turner
Mooresville, IN
Eric
Turpin
Herndon, VA
Leonard
Tuskey
Richmond, VA
Sam
Updike
Lynchburg, VA
Mat
Urbanik
Dallas, TX
Joseph
Vipperman
Moneta, VA
Greg & Sandy
Vlahos
Charlotte, NC
Charlotte
Wagner
Pearisburg, VA
Steven & Lori
Wagner
Richmond, VA
Mark
Wales
Bay City, TX
Daniel
Walker
Moseley, VA
Michael
Ward
Tampa, FL
Allison
Wash
Mechanicsville, VA
Darlene
Weatherman
Midlothian, VA
Bradford
Weaver
Durham, NC
Ronald
Weaver
Roanoke, VA
Thomas
Webb
Lynchburg, VA
Richard & Robin
Webster
Roanoke, VA
Kelly
White
Charlottesville, VA
Ryan
Will
Canton, GA
William & Beverly
Wilson
Lynchburg, VA
Thomas
Winborne
Chesapeake, VA
Lynn
Wolf
Blacksburg, VA
Tim
Woodruff
Richmond, VA
MIchael
Wurst
Annapolis, MD
Martin
Wylie
Katy, TX
Clifford
Yerby, Jr.
Kitty Hawk, NC
Nathan
Yingling
Waynesboro, VA
Paul
Young
Glen Allen, VA
David
Zier
Potomac, MD
Vincent
Zoby
Newport News, VA

Supporting Tech Athletics Since 1949

Sharon
Burgard
Fort Payne, AL
Eli
Burke
Brambleton, VA
M.A.
Burnette
Lynch Station, VA
Richard
Butler
Virginia Beach, VA
Patricia
Caldwell
New York, NY
Brian
Callsen
Falls Church, VA
Mark
Campbell
Hampton, VA
Amanda
Carbonello
Germantown, MD
Ryan
Carson
Pamplin, VA
Kelly
Chambliss
San Francisco, CA
Clabaugh & Clabaugh		
Floyd, VA
Edward
Clark, III
Saltville, VA
James
Clarke
Louisa, VA
Moses
Clements
Chesnee, SC
Greg
Cline
Charlottesville, VA
Ben
Coffman
Richmond, VA
Spencer
Combos
Cary, NC
Donald
Compton
Tampa, FL
Ray
Consoli
Alexandria, VA
Edward
Cook, Jr.
Manassas, VA
Daniel
Corker, Jr.
Mechanicsville, VA
Steven
Cox
Blacksburg, VA
Terry
Craft
Washington, DC
Shawn
Crist
Roanoke, VA
Patrick
Crow
Spring Lake, NC
W. M.
Crowe
Christiansburg, VA
Allen
Crumpler
Hampton, VA
Brian
Crutchfield
Charlotte, NC
Joshua
Cumbow
Abingdon, VA
Arthur
Dailey
Charlotte, NC
Carroll
Dale
Wise, VA
Thomas
Davidson
Saltville, VA
Kameron
Davis
Norfolk, VA
Daniel
DeJarnette, Sr.
Gladys, VA
Bibi
Dietrich
Vienna, VA
Todd
Dixon
Glen Allen, VA
Brian
Donohue
Reston, VA
Stephen
Driskill
Ringgold, VA
Dennis
Duff
Ashburn, VA
Jay
Duffie
Radford, VA
Blake
Duncan
Salem, VA
Martha
Eddy
Richmond, VA
Hollye
Edwards
Dallas, TX
Helen
Ellis
Covington, VA
Danny
Elmore
Forest, VA
Willis
Elmore
Blacksburg, VA
Michael
Equi
Midlothian, VA
Tracy
Estes
Kenbridge, VA
Chris
Farrell
Alexandria, VA
Daniel
Fass
Arlington, VA
Jonathan
Felumlee
Newport News, VA
Joseph
Ferguson
Blountstown, FL
Chuck
Fetter
Arlington, VA
Ellett
Fields, Jr.
Virginia Beach, VA
Bryant
Fisher
Arlington, VA
David
Fisher
Hardy, VA
Jeffrey
Flint
Fishersville, VA
Bradley
Foster
Christiansburg, VA
Paul
Fritz
Oak Hill, VA
Alex
Fritz
Blacksburg, VA
Russ
Fulcher
Bassett, VA
Terry
Fuqua
Vinton, VA
Mark
Gardner
Blacksburg, VA
Kurt
Gavalier
Herndon, VA
Christopher
Goetz
Bristow, VA
Rodney
Goins, II
Salisbury, NC
Timothy
Golden
Fairfax, VA
Deborah
Gonsa
Arlington, VA
Lury
Goodall, Jr.
Salem, VA
Daniel
Gordon
Christiansburg, VA
James
Gouger
San Diego, CA
Owen & Cheryl
Green
Centreville, VA
Roy
Green
Alberta, VA
Harry
Gregori, Jr.
Richmond, VA
David
Griffith
Salem, VA
George
Hailer
Natick, MA
Brian
Hall
Beaverdam, VA
Robert
Hall
Richmond, VA
Christopher
Hardy
Charlotte, NC
Richard
Harman, Sr.
Roanoke, VA
Inez
Harmon
Hardy, VA
Carla
Harris
Richmond, VA
David
Haskins
Poquoson, VA
Elaine
Hawkins
Roanoke, VA
Keith
Hedgepeth
Hopewell, VA
Gary & Barbara
Helbert
Madison Heights, VA
Brent
Helmandollar
Leesburg, VA
Michael
Henderson
Roanoke, VA
Wendell
Hensley
Blacksburg, VA
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Donor Files
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Q: What year did you graduate?
A: Did not attend Virginia Tech.
Q: A Hokie is …
A: Someone who supports Virginia Tech and
all the athletic programs.

Q: The Hokie Nation is real because …
A: Everywhere you travel, you run into Hokie supporters and fans. Hokie Nation sticks together and
supports Virginia Tech as a whole, not just the athletic programs.

Q: What caused you to become a fan of Virginia Tech?
A: Growing up in a sports-oriented family and starting to attend football and basketball games at a very

young age.

Q: What is your best memory of Virginia Tech Athletics?
A: Attending 14 of the 16 straight bowl games that the football team has gone to and getting to meet a

lot of the players on those teams.

Q: What motivates you to be so involved with the Hokie Club?
A: Getting to meet a lot of the athletes over the years and raising money for the Hokie Club so you are

helping those young student-athletes to succeed. It is a pleasure working with everyone who belongs
to the Franklin County Hokie Club and other area Hokie Clubs. Virginia Tech has an excellent Hokie Club
staff that makes you want to be involved.
Supporting Tech Athletics Since 1949

Q: The Franklin County Hokie Club has been a longtime supporter of the Hokie Club.

8

What caused you two to get involved with this group?

A

: Our basketball season ticket seats were beside Arnie and Mary Jane Trope in the 90s (Who are very
active in the Franklin County Hokie Club and Arnie is a Hokie Rep.). When we met Arnie and Mary Jane,
we were already Hokie Club members but not active in our local chapter. Arnie and Mary Jane knew that
we had moved to Franklin County and invited us to attend a Franklin County Hokie Club dinner/social,
and we had a wonderful time. It was not long until we were asked to serve on the Franklin County Hokie
Board and the rest is history.

Q: Describe your roles with the Franklin County Hokie Club …
A: Rich is the President; Lisa is the Secretary/Social Chair.
Q: Do you have any game day superstitions? If so, what are they?
A: Lisa carries the same bag to every home game and she has to wear the same watch and bracelets for

every game, including the away games. She also has a ring that she calls “her Hokie ring.”

We have what the others don’t..........

S�yle • Lu�ury • Amenities• Elegance
W

hen you choose The Village of Maple Ridge, you are choosing a community that is dedicated to the
quiet enjoyment of life - naturally. Ridges, ravines, trees and open green spaces offer natural separations
between the ﬁve distinct neighborhoods of The Villages of Maple Ridge, a 177-acre planned community.
Access to all the amenities of a well-appointed community.

S�� What W� Have

Club House • Exercise Room • Tanning Bed • Billiards • Waterfall • Pond • Giant Screen TV
Coming Soon: Swimming Pool • Picnic Pavilion • Playground

Build • Buy • Rent

B

uy and build on lots for sale ranging from .33 to 6.79 acres in size.

AMY HUDSON
ABR, GRI, CRS
ASSOC. BROKER
(540) 961-9317

CALL 540-961-9317

Located �� B�ac�sb�rg, V� • 2 �iles fr�� V��gini� Tec� Cam��s
visit us at www.VillagesofMapleRidge.com

TOLL FREE 888-641-7343

EMAIL Amy@TheHudsonTeam.us
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News&Notes
By Jimmy Robertson

Dixon living
the life

Former
Tech
basketball player
Carlos Dixon spent
last season playing in Korea. This
season, though, he
decided to take his
talents to South
America.
Dixon is averaging 12.3 points per
game for Quilmes
Mar Del Plata, a
team from Argentina that plays in the Latin
Basket League. He is shooting 54 percent from
the floor and almost 84 percent from the freethrow line. More importantly, he’s averaged
more than 27 minutes per game.
“Life is good,” Dixon said. “The weather is
great right now. It just turned summer last
month and my city [Mar del Plata] is right on
the beach, which is awesome. The transition
has been good. Just about all my teammates
speak English and my coach speaks English,
so that made things a lot easier.
“The food is good. I’ve been eating a lot of
steak and pasta, so that’s not too bad.”
Dixon averaged 13.8 points per game his
senior season at Tech in 2004-05 and led the
Hokies to the NIT – their first postseason
berth since 1996. He finished his career with
1,348 points.

Smith among six elected
to NFL Hall of Fame

Former Virginia Tech great Bruce Smith
was one of six people who were elected to the
NFL Hall of Fame, as announced by the league
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the day before the Super Bowl.
Smith will be enshrined with Pittsburgh
defensive back Rod Woodson; longtime Bills
owner Ralph Wilson; the late Chiefs linebacker
Derrick Thomas; former Minnesota guard
Randall McDaniel; and the late Bob Hayes, a
standout wide receiver for Dallas and the 1964
Olympic gold medalist in the 100-meter dash.
Inductions will be Aug. 8 in Canton, Ohio.
“What a phenomenal class, and especially
with having Ralph Wilson, the founding owner
of the Buffalo Bills, to be inducted in the ’09
class as well,” Smith said in an ESPN article.
“This is truly special.
“Just thinking about my father and all the
sacrifices he and my mother made when I was
a child growing up to be a man. How he wanted
me to have a life better than he had. I just wish
he were here. He would be extremely proud of
this day.”
Smith is the NFL’s career leader in sacks
with 200 in 18 years. He also was the defensive
anchor for the Buffalo Bills teams that went to
four straight Super Bowls in the early 1990s.
He made two all-decade teams (1980s and
1990s) after being drafted No. 1 overall in
1985. He had the most seasons with doubledigit sacks (13) and the most postseason sacks
(14.5). He earned Defensive Player of the Year
honors in 1990 and 1996.

Three Hokies named
to NFL all-rookie team

Former Virginia Tech standouts Eddie
Royal, Brandon Flowers and Xavier Adibi each
earned a spot on the NFL All-Rookie Team as
comprised by both Pro Football Weekly and the
Professional Football Writer’s Association of
America.
Royal, a receiver picked in the second round
of the 2008 NFL Draft (42nd overall), set the
Denver rookie record for receptions and receiving yards in a season. He caught 91 passes
for 989 yards and five touchdowns, and he also
returned punts and kicks. He returned 14 punts

for an average of 10 yards per return and 23
kicks for an average of 26.1 yards per return.
Flowers, the 35th overall player selected,
played in 14 of Kansas City’s 16 games, missing
two November games with a hamstring injury.
He finished with 61 tackles, one forced fumble
and two fumble recoveries. He also had two
interceptions, returning one of those 91 yards
for a touchdown.
Adibi, a fifth-round draft choice of the
Houston Texans, earned the honor despite
playing in just seven games (five starts). The
linebacker finished with 35 tackles, including
27 solo stops this season.

Three enroll at Tech for the spring

Three prospects out of the 2008 football recruiting class decided to delay enrollment and
instead enroll at Tech for the spring semester.
The group includes Tony Gregory, Ben Barber
and Eric Martin.
Gregory, a 6-foot, 180-pound running back,
rushed for 641 yards and eight touchdowns
as a senior at First Colonial High in Virginia
Beach, Va. He was ranked the No. 19 prospect
in Virginia by Rivals and the No. 31 prospect in
Virginia by The Roanoke Times.
Barber, a 5-10, 190-pound athlete, played
quarterback his senior season at Edison High
in Alexandria, Va. He accounted for more than
2,300 yards and 32 touchdowns. As a receiver
his junior year, he caught 54 passes for 1,034
yards and 12 touchdowns, while also playing
on defense and finishing with 38 tackles and
three interceptions. The half brother of former
Tech safety Willie Pile, Barber, who was ranked
the No. 29 prospect in Virginia by Rivals, figures to be a receiver or a safety.
Martin, a 6-2, 240-pound tight end, caught
22 passes for more than 400 yards and five
touchdowns his senior season at Hylton High
in Woodbridge, Va. He earned first-team AllGroup AAA honors by The Associated Press
and was rated the No. 34 prospect in Virginia by
SuperPrep (No. 38 by The Roanoke Times).

Tech student-athletes remain active in local communities
Practice, class, rehabilitating injuries, film
review, training room, study hall and tutoring
sessions – it’s all in a day’s work for a Hokie
student-athlete … or is it? These studentathletes still find time to give back. They know
the importance of building and fostering
relationships with members of the Blacksburg
and New River Valley communities. They also
know that they are viewed as role models to
the younger members of the Hokie Nation.
Community outreach is just one of the
five areas of the NCAA CHAMPS/Life Skills
Program in which the Office of Student Life
mirrors its program. The Office of Student Life
organizes Hokies with Heart requests, as well
as team community outreach events.
The 2008 fall semester kept many of the
athletics teams busy with outreach events
throughout the New River Valley.
In October, both basketball teams served
as the hosts for clinics for local children. The
men’s basketball team put on a clinic at both
the Blacksburg and Christiansburg Boys and
Girls Club of New River Valley. The women’s
basketball team held a clinic for students at
head coach Beth Dunkenberger’s alma mater,
Shawsville Elementary.
Members of the cross country and track and
field teams put together a campaign for shoes.
In one afternoon, members of teams and the
community donated more than 300 shoes.
Donated shoes were sent to Soles4Souls, which
facilitates the donations of shoes to those in
need worldwide, and the Nike Recycling Center
in Wilsonville, Ore., to be used in the Nike
Reuse-A-Shoe Program. Established in the
early 1990s, Nike’s Reuse-A-Shoe program collects old, worn-out athletic shoes for recycling,
transforming them into Nike Grind, a material
used in creating athletic and playground surfaces as well as select Nike products.
“Community outreach is a great way to give
back to the Blacksburg and New River Valley
communities that supports us so diligently in

our athletic and academic endeavors as Hokie
athletes,” cross country runner Natalie Sherbak
said. “Community outreach is a way to humbly
care about others more than ourselves. In our
sports, we are very self-focused on becoming
the best athletes we can be, but through community outreach, we seek to make our local
community and the world the best place it can
be for the benefit of others – and that is truly
rewarding.”
The Hokie student-athletes also took part
in two annual traditions last semester – Hokie
Night at Gilbert Linkous Elementary and
volunteering at the Montgomery County
Christmas Store. During Hokie Night, members from each team signed autographs and
interacted with the students and families from
Gilbert Linkous Elementary.
Each year, during the months of November
and December, Hokie student-athletes volunteer their time at the Montgomery County
Christmas Store in downtown Christiansburg.
Although the store is only open for one week
in December, a great deal of hard work is required from volunteers to get the store up and
running. In November, student-athletes helped
by organizing and stocking shelves with toys,
clothes and other donated items.
The Student-Athlete Advisory Committee
also put together a brother/sister team toy
drive competition to collect toys for the
Christmas Store. The women’s soccer and
baseball teams won and received ice cream at
the fall Reading Day Luncheon as appreciation
for their efforts.
“We feel so fortunate to have the opportunity to do community outreach as a team,”
women’s soccer coach Kelly Cagle said. “Not
only do we learn that through giving, we allow
others to receive, but we also believe it is a special opportunity for our women’s soccer team
to come together off the field. We believe this
time is invaluable to us and to our community.
It has become an expectation on our team and

By Reyna Gilbert

This past fall, members of the men’s basketball
team read to children at local elementary schools.

in our athletic department to get involved, and
we believe that this kind of outreach is integral
to our growth as people and athletes.”
The lacrosse team helped the students
of Harding Avenue Elementary celebrate
Halloween at the school’s annual Fall Festival.
The team helped with the “Haunted Hallway,”
concessions and games. Harding Avenue
Elementary has been the lacrosse team’s community service partner for several years. The
team also participates in the Lunch Buddies
program, which was initiated in the fall of
2005. Once a week, team members attend
lunch with a specific class that they “adopted.”
The program has been very successful and
now includes the women’s soccer team and its
partner, Margaret Beeks Elementary School,
and the volleyball team and Kipps Elementary
School.
During the spring semester, several studentathletes will participate in the Winning Choices
events, which have become a staple in the
Montgomery County Public School (MCPS)
system. As part of the Character Education
Program of MCPS, the Winning Choices
events reinforce positive character traits.
Virginia Tech student-athletes serve as keynote
speakers at local middle schools and promote
positive character and good citizenship.
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Close games create angst for coaches,
but great theater for hoops fans

Ed i t o r ’ s
d e sk
Jimmy Robertson
February 2 represents Groundhog Day, the
time-honored tradition when Punxsutawney
Phil waddles out of his cozy burrow on
Gobbler’s Knob and predicts the remaining
length of winter – which always seems to be six
more weeks.
Fifteen years ago, Hollywood became enamored with fuzzy Phil and made a movie about it
in which a self-centered weatherman traveled
to Gobbler’s Knob to cover the event – and
found himself repeating the same day over and
over and over.
Seth Greenberg certainly can relate to Bill
Murray, the main character in the movie. After
all, his team seemingly plays the same, nailbiting, heart-stopping game over and over and
over, at least for the most part this season.
Before Tech entered ACC play, it found itself
on the wrong end of some razor-thin margins.
The Hokies lost on a halfcourt prayer at the
buzzer to Xavier, fell by two to the cheese heads
from Wisconsin and dropped a one-point decision at Georgia.
Then league play commenced, and the Hokies
survived UVa by three points, knocked off No. 1
Wake Forest on the road and squelched Miami
in overtime. In the next two games, they let a
15-point bulge slip away against Clemson and
lost on a tip-in with less than a second left at
BC.
Then they rallied in historical fashion, coming from 18 points in arrears to topple N.C.
State – and snap an ugly six-game slide to the
Wolfpack in the process.
And that game only marks the halfway

point of league play.
“One thing about this league,” Greenberg
said. “There is no quit in anyone. You have
to put your arms around a game and finish it
because the players and the coaches and the
environments are so competitive.”
Greenberg can serve as the resident expert
in this particular area. After all, just one game
prior to the N.C. State game, Tech lost at BC
at the buzzer. And after the game, Tech’s coach
didn’t sugarcoat – and never does – things to
his team.
“We’re going to go through this nine more
times this season [the number of regularseason games left],” he told them.
And therein lies the greatness of the ACC.
Rare exceptions aside, no one blows anyone
out and no one gets blown out. The unexpected is the expected. You think Wake blows out
last-place Georgia Tech, right? Or that heavily
favored Duke steamrolls Miami at Cameron,
no? Well, the Yellow Jackets buzzed the Deacs
and Duke needed an extra five minutes to
quell the Hurricanes.
The games simply come down to the final
ticks, and usually, the team with the last shot
carries the day.
In other words, it’s like Groundhog Day, the
movie.
This makes for great theater for fans of basketball – none better than what Hokie Nation
witnessed against N.C. State. The Hokies now
sit right in the middle of this prickly ACC
race as this column gets written, and within
hailing distance of an NCAA Tournament atlarge bid with a few more wins.
Consider nearly a year ago. The tournament
selection committee all but cited Tech’s lack of
victories over top-50 opponents as the reason
for exclusion – the Hokies didn’t get their
first top-50 ‘W’ until the ACC Tournament.

Now this year, in the middle of the second half
of the ACC slate, Tech already has three (at
Wake, at Miami and BC).
Their ride to the Big Dance won’t be smooth,
though. Tech ends the regular season with
a quartet of possible potholes – at Clemson,
UNC at home, Duke at home and at Florida
State. And while the Hokies possess some talent, they also lack a little leadership.
Before the season, Greenberg pointed out
repeatedly that this team was still young and
a tad immature. At the time, most dismissed
that as coach-speak. Turns out, he was prophetic. A lack of consistency and maturity
showed up in back-to-back losses to Clemson
and at BC.
That might be the Hokies’ biggest challenge
here in the final weeks of the regular-season –
avoiding a decimating losing streak. Losses are
going to happen in this league. Keeping them
to minimum, as simplistic as that sounds,
stands as paramount.
“When you play in the ACC, you’re going
to have some hiccups,” Greenberg said. “The
only way to deal with it is to stay in the present
and not let the hiccup snowball. And it can
easily snowball in this conference. Let’s get
past it, let’s stay in the present and let’s move
forward.”
That, obviously, is not easy to do, especially
for Greenberg, who takes every loss hard. But
he knows the deal in this league, and his players should, too, at this point. One game you
lose to BC at the horn. Then the next, you beat
a nemesis in overtime.
Every game is the same. Just like Groundhog
Day, the movie.
And without giving the ending away, the
egocentric weatherman got what he wanted.
In the next few weeks, we’ll find out if the
Hokies do as well.

Professional Catering Inc.
Casual Cookouts to Elegant Banquets
Serving you is what we do best!
913 Hethwood Boulevard
Blacksburg
540-961-9800  800-839-7175
email: procater@nrvmailbox.com
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Wilson is more than just
another top-rated recruit
Bill Roth
David
Wilson

Photo courtesy of The Danville (Va.) Register & Bee

When David Wilson and his family returned to their Danville, Va.,
home on Sunday, Jan. 11, they received a surprising phone call from
the football offices at the University of Florida.
The timing of the call in itself, and the message delivered from
Gainesville, Fla., were both extraordinary for Wilson, one of
the nation’s top-rated high school football running backs.
In previous months, Wilson got plenty of calls
from coaches at Alabama, Auburn, Boston College,
Clemson, Georgia Tech, Maryland, Michigan, North
Carolina, South Carolina, Virginia, Virginia Tech,
West Virginia and others. He is that good. After
all, when you average 11.4 yards per carry and
total 1,551 yards and 17 touchdowns as a junior, recruiters notice.
When you are the reigning indoor and outdoor track state champion in the triple jump
and set a national record by jumping an astonishing 49 feet, 4.5 inches, even more people are
going to notice.
So the Wilsons grew very familiar with the recruiting process and understood that when the
phone rang, it could be Nick Saban (Alabama),
Rich Rodriguez (Michigan), Butch Davis
(UNC) or any major coach on the other end.
Most of those calls ended last summer.
Wilson committed to Virginia Tech in July
and Hokie fans everywhere began to follow his
incredible senior season in which he rushed for
nearly 2,300 yards and 35 touchdowns. He was
named Virginia’s Gatorade player of the year and
was considered one of the most talented high
school prospects in America. He was playing for
the George Washington Eagles on Friday nights,
but he was a Hokie fan on Saturdays, as just about
everyone knew – even the Gators.
But back to that phone call.
Florida had won the BCS championship on
Thursday, Jan. 8, with its victory over Oklahoma,
and at some point within the 72 hours following

that game, Virginia Beach, Va., product Percy
Harvin, the Gators’ star junior receiver and
runner, informed his coach, Urban Meyer, that
he intended to jump to the NFL. Needing to
fill that void late, Meyer and Florida running
backs coach Kenny Carter thought it was worth
a shot to call Wilson upon the team’s return to
Gainesville.
“They called me the Sunday after the national championship game,” Wilson said. “Coach
Carter called and they said they really wanted
me. Then he put Coach Meyer on. They said
Percy Harvin was going to leave for the NFL
and would announce in a few days. They
wanted me to know before the media found
out. And then they said that I could be the next
Percy. They said they really wanted me down
there badly.”
Wilson wanted to be loyal to Tech. But this
was Urban Meyer and the Gators – the national champs and the team that could be preseason No. 1 next year with its entire defense
returning.
Wilson consulted his family and his head
coach Dan Newell.
“He listened to [Florida] genuinely,” Newell
said. “He thought it through. But you know, all
along, David didn’t want to be a ‘slash’ player
like Percy. We had to use him here (at GW) like
that out of necessity, but he didn’t want that in
college. He turned down a lot of teams that
wanted to use him in the spread. We heard a lot
of recruiters use Percy Harvin as an example,
but David wants to be a traditional running
back. Line up in the ‘I’ [formation] and pound
the rock.”
Wilson was honored by the Gators’ interest, but
declined. “I’m a man of my word,” he said later.
Wilson did sign with Virginia Tech this past
week, marking the fifth time in the past nine
years that the Commonwealth’s top-ranked
prospect has signed with Tech – Bryan Randall
(2001), Xavier Adibi (2003), Macho Harris
(2005) and Tyrod Taylor (2007) are the others.
So you know he can run like the wind and

jump like he’s on a trampoline. You know he
goes to church every Sunday and honors his
commitments, even if the sexy Gators made a
very attractive last-minute pitch.
Want more? He’s GQ, too.
Ask anyone in Danville, and they’ll tell you
that David Wilson is one sharp-dressed man.
“He wears slacks and a tie every day to
school,” Newell said. “If he’s not in a tie, he’s
in a turtle neck and slacks. He wants to look
the part of a scholarship athlete, and so he gets
dressed up for school. Every day.”
Wilson wants to set an image. An image of
what a star scholarship athlete should look like
in the classroom. To him, that means a shirtand-tie, not the Abercrombie hoodie.
So, now we know he can run and jump and
goes to church. He honors his commitments
and approaches his third period chemistry
class as if he’s attending an Esquire magazine
cover shoot.
Here’s more:
In January, Wilson drove to Washington,
D.C., with his family to watch the inauguration
of President Barack Obama.
“It was amazing to be there,” Wilson said.
“Seeing people there of all races and all generations was a once-in-a-lifetime experience. How
cool is it to be alive during the period in time
when history is made? It was great to be there.
Something I’ll never forget.”
When’s the last time you heard an 18-yearold say this is a “cool time to be alive?”
Well, it is a ‘cool time,’ if you’re David Wilson
and you’re about to graduate high school where
you’ve made your mark in so many ways. And
also, where in your personal life, you strive to
be a leader and have the mental makeup to
comprehend and truly appreciate the significance of both a well-done double-Windsor and
a Presidential inauguration.
In school, in church, with his teammates
or during a telephone interview, he strives to
come across as caring, cerebral and engaging.
Because … well … he is.

“No question he is going to be one of the
good guys,” Newell said. “He’s rock solid. He’s
laid back, almost like a California kid.”
But he’s not laid back on the football field.
This 5-foot-11, 195-pound physical tailback is already a household name throughout
Virginia. They’re still buzzing about his 351yard night against Franklin County down
there, and his 332-yard performance against
Matoaca. In December, he was named MVP
of the Hawaii/Polynesia-Mainland Bowl in
Hawaii after scoring two touchdowns in helping the Mainland team beat the Hawaii home
team 22-8.
He has not decided if he’ll play in the Virginia
all-star game in Hampton this summer, but
now he is excited to come to Blacksburg.
“I just felt the most comfortable there,” Wilson
said. “The coaches were like family. They were
just able to really connect with me.”
He added that the competition in the
backfield will make him better and he’s well
aware of the talents of Darren Evans and Ryan
Williams.
Virginia Tech’s had a number of outstanding people and players from the GW program,
including Cam and Orion Martin and Kenny
Lewis, Jr., on this year’s team. All are terrific
young men and outstanding players. Clearly,
Wilson is in that mold.
And no doubt a very welcome addition to
the Virginia Tech family.

Top-five dominance

In Wilson and Logan Thomas, Virginia Tech
signed two of The Roanoke Times’ top
five players for 2009. Over the past seven
recruiting classes, Tech has signed 18 of
the 35 players named to that top-five list, far
more than any other school. As we can see
now, 2006 was clearly an anomaly. That was
Harvin’s senior year when the entire top five
opted to play football outside of Virginia. That
stat shows the Hokies can win some serious
recruiting battles (see Wilson, Ryan Williams,
Vince Hall, Davon Morgan, etc.). – Bill Roth
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men’s Hoops Notebook

Hokies end struggles
against N.C. State

and finish first half
of ACC with 5-3 mark

Men’s Hoops Notebook

By Jimmy Robertson
The attire of a head basketball coach never
decides the outcome of a game. But given that
the Hokies had lost to N.C. State on six straight
occasions, more than one person was wondering
if the curse of the red jacket existed.
Sydney Lowe, N.C. State’s coach, didn’t wear
his patented red jacket this time around against
Tech, and for the first time in a long time, the
Hokies weren’t seeing red after a game with the
Wolfpack.
Tech rallied from an 18-point, second-half
deficit to knock off N.C. State 91-87 in overtime,
snapping a six-game skid to the Wolfpack and
finishing off the first half of the conference
slate.
“It feels great,” A.D. Vassallo, a senior, said of
beating N.C. State. “At least now I can say that
we’ve beaten everyone since I’ve been here.
“But it’s not just that. We’re now 5-3 and in
third [place, actually tied for third] in the ACC.
That makes it even better.”
Tech continued its exceptional play in overtime since joining the ACC, moving to 9-1 in
ACC overtime games. But more importantly,
the Hokies moved to 15-7 overall and 5-3 in the
ACC with the victory at the halfway point of the
league schedule.
“It’s how you get to 5-3,” Tech coach Seth
Greenberg said. “You’ve got to try and be on the
plus side because it’s hard to win on the road.
When you’re 5-3 in the first half in this league,
that’s pretty good because it’s hard to win a game
in this league. Every team has a chance to win.
“So yes, there is a big difference [between 5-3
and 4-4]. It’s just extremely competitive every
night. You can play well and lose in this league.
We were getting whacked in the first half [against
N.C. State] and we decided to bow our necks and
stay the course and grind. We got some stops
and got the ball in the right guys’ hands.”
If the Hokies make it to the Big Dance, they
may well point to this game’s historic comeback
as the difference to their season.
Tech trailed by 18 with 13:33 to go in the game
and by 11 with 9:53 remaining. But the Hokies
dialed up some defense and fought back in the
game. They held the Wolfpack to just one field
goal – and 10 total points, all by Ben McCauley –
over the final 9:53 of regulation and closed regulation with a 21-10 run. Tech tied the game with
17.9 seconds left on a short, baseline jumper by
Vassallo over N.C. State’s Courtney Fells.
In overtime, Vassallo gave the Hokies the lead
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with a lay-up and Tech never trailed. He hit two
free throws with 16.4 seconds left to give Tech
an 89-84 lead. N.C. State’s Javier Gonzalez cut
the lead to two, 89-87, for the Wolfpack with a
3-pointer with 11 seconds to go, but Vassallo hit
two more free throws with 8.7 seconds left to
give Tech a four-point lead, and ultimately, the
win.
“I don’t know what it is about N.C. State,
but they always seem to play their best against
us,” said Vassallo, who scored 24 points on
10-of-17 from the floor. “But we didn’t give up
and we made plays … and we just kept playing
defense.”
Allen came up two rebounds short of a double-double, finishing with 21 points and eight
boards. Malcolm Delaney added 18 points.
McCauley led all scorers with a game-high 25
points and 15 rebounds for the Wolfpack.
“I know this, I’m going to that guy’s graduation,” Greenberg joked of McCauley. “He might
even get a present from me.”
The comeback marked the biggest for the
Hokies in an ACC game. And it marks a perfect
way for Tech to begin the second half of the
ACC season.
“We could easily be 7-1 or 6-2, but we’ve just
got to keep playing,” Vassallo said. “To be 5-3,
I’ll take that any day. Four-and-4 puts you in the
middle with everybody. Then every game counts
even more, so we wanted to separate ourselves a
little more.”
As for getting rid of the curse of that red jacket
– if one believes in such superstitions – well,
that’s just an added bonus for this team.

A torrid streak

Delaney, a sophomore from Baltimore, Md.,
figures to receive numerous all-conference votes
if he continues to put up such astounding numbers. With eight games remaining in the regular
season, he is leading the Hokies in scoring at
18.5 points per game and in assists at 3.7 per
game. Amazingly, he is averaging 22.3 points per
game in ACC games, and he ranked fourth in
the ACC in scoring and sixth in assists.
Of course, those numbers nearly pale in comparison to the ones he put up in a recent 12-game
stretch. Starting with the Longwood game and
ending with the loss at Boston College, Delaney
averaged 20.6 points per game and hit 48.1 percent of his shots from the floor, including 38.2
percent from beyond the 3-point arc.

Jeff Allen’s 21
points helped
Tech snap a
six-game losing
streak to the
Wolfpack.

“We give Malcolm a lot of freedom and all
we ask is for him not to abuse it,” Greenberg
said. “I want him to be as aggressive as possible. Early in the season, I think he was
putting a lot of pressure on himself instead of
just playing and attacking. He has deceptive
quickness and he shoots the ball with great
range and great confidence.”
Delaney’s best game came when he nearly
led the Hokies to an upset of No. 12 Clemson
at Cassell Coliseum. Tech fell to the Tigers
86-82 in the game – just its second home loss
of the season – but Delaney did his best, scoring a career-high 37 points in a losing effort.
Delaney’s output also was the most by a Tech
player in an ACC game and the most scored
by an ACC player in a game this season.

the freedom he needs to thrive in the
shooting guard spot, his more natural
position. That allows the Hokies a little
more fluidity on offense.
“He [Thorns] gives us an energy,”
Greenberg said. “He gives Malcolm
the freedom to play off the ball. Hank’s
been a big part of the little bit of success
we’ve been having.”
Malcolm
Delaney

Thorns a different player
since coming back

Tech point guard Hank Thorns missed two
games with an injured knee in late December,
but since he returned, he has played extremely well coming off the bench for Tech.
He returned for the Duke game and was
one of the bright spots in a 69-44 Tech loss,
dishing out three assists and recording two
steals in 21 minutes. In his nine games since
returning, he has dished out 30 assists. In
contrast, he’s only turned the ball over five
times in that span. He has 49 assists and 21
turnovers on the season as of Feb. 9.
But more importantly, he gives Delaney

2008-09 Schedule

Date			
Opponent
Time
Nov. 14 Fri.
Gardner-WEBB
W, 65-62
17 Mon.
Mount St. Mary’s
W, 62-57
O’Reilly Auto Parts Puerto Rico Tip-off
20 Thurs.
vs. Fairfield
W, 74-57
21 Fri.
vs. Xavier
L, 62-63 (OT)
23 Sun.
vs. Seton Hall
L, 73-77
26 Wed.
Elon
W, 76-67
Big Ten/ACC Challenge
Dec. 1 Mon.
Wisconsin
L, 72-74
BB&T Classic
7 Sun.
vs. Navy
W, 79-70
9 Tues.
at Georgia	L, 66-67
14 Sun.
Longwood
W, 79-57
Aeropostale Holiday Festival
20 Sat.
vs. Columbia
W, 64-52
21 Sun.
vs. St. John’s/Marist
W, 81-67
29 Mon.
at Charleston Southern
W, 75-66
Jan. 4 Sun.
at #5 Duke *	L, 44-69
10 Sat.
Virginia *
W, 78-75
14 Wed.
Richmond
W, 62-48
17 Sat.
Boston College *
W, 79-71
21 Wed.
at #1 Wake Forest *
W, 78-71
25 Sun.
at Miami *
W, 88-83 (OT)
29 Thurs.
#12 Clemson *	L, 82-86
31 Sat.
at Boston College *	L, 66-67
Feb. 8 Sun.
NC State *
W, 91-87 (OT)
11 Wed.
Georgia Tech *
7 p.m.
14 Sat.
at Maryland *
4 p.m.
18 Wed.
at Virginia *
8 p.m.
21 Sat.
Florida State *
8 p.m.
25 Wed.
at Clemson *
7:30 p.m.
28 Sat.
Duke *
3:30 p.m.
Mar. 4 Wed.
North Carolina *
7 p.m.
8 Sun.
at Florida State *
2 p.m.
ACC Tournament
12-15 Thu-Sun
Atlanta (Georgia Dome)
TBA
*ACC game - Home games in CAPS

“None of us is as great
as all of us!” - Coach Frank Beamer
An in-person business leadership development program
featuring Coach Beamer and Professor Chris Neck
ALL DAY SEMINAR

Friday Feb. 20, 2009
- 9am to 3pm Learn to lead high performance business
teams. Free on-line course included.

TEAMS

Space is limited, sign up now!
Contact us at (540) 443-9295 or
legendaryteams@vtcli.com

- www.legendaryTeams.com -
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In search of a fourth

men’s Hoops notebook

The Hokies suffered an excruciating
loss to BC on Jan. 31 when Rakim Sanders
scored on a stick-back with four-tenths of a
second remaining to give the Eagles a 67-66
victory in Chestnut Hill, Mass. This allowed
the Eagles to come away with a split of the
season series.
Vassallo scored all 21 of his points in the
second half and Allen recorded 23 points
and 11 boards for his sixth double-double
of the season and the 16th of his career.
Delaney finished with 18 points, as the “Big
Three” combined for 62 of the 66 points.
Only Dorenzo Hudson (3 points) and Hank
Thorns (1 point) added points.
So far this season, the Big Three have
accounted for more than 71 percent of the
team’s scoring.
“We need a fourth scorer,” Greenberg
said. “There’s no doubt about it. The more
people we have contributing, the better off
we are.”
A case in point is the win over No. 1 Wake
Forest. The Hokies got 15 points from their
bench, led by Cheick Diakite’s eight points.
“We’d love to have someone step up
and be more consistent and be that guy,”
Greenberg said. “We’d love to have a fourth
and fifth scorer. I think we have some guys
who can do that. We’ve got to get it consistent. The teams that have a fourth and fifth
guy consistently contributing are the teams
that have separated themselves.”
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TECH STUNS NO. 1 WAKE

The Virginia Tech men’s basketball team
added an impressive win to its NCAA Tournament
resume when it made history by knocking off
No. 1 Wake Forest 78-71 on Jan. 21 in WinstonSalem, N.C.
The victory marked the Hokies’ first over
a No. 1-ranked team on the road and just the
third ever over a No. 1 team in the program’s
history. In 2007, Tech downed No. 1 UNC 94-88
at Cassell Coliseum, and in 1983, beat Memphis
69-56 at Cassell.
“I’m really proud of our guys,” Greenberg said
after the game. “I thought they really bought
into how we needed to play to have a chance
to win.
“It’s a great win for our program. It just shows
you what the ACC is all about. It’s a perfect
example of how good this league is and there
are no easy outs. You have to play at a really,
really high level every night to have a chance,

and I thought we did that.”
The Demon Deacons – the last team in the
nation to lose a game – had moved to No. 1 in
both The Associated Press and the ESPN/USA
Today coaches’ poll two days prior.
Tech cobbled together enough free throws
down the stretch to hold off Wake, hitting 10of-19 from the stripe in the final 2:50. Wake got
no closer than four points after Delaney’s free
throws, hitting just one of its final seven shots
from the floor.
“We came through at the end,” Vassallo said.
“We knew this was a game we had to get to get
our NCAA Tournament hopes up. We got it.”
For the game, Tech shot an even 50 percent
from the floor against Wake, which went into the
game ranked second in the nation in field-goal
percentage defense (36.2). Delaney led the way
for Tech with 21 points, hitting 6-of-14 from the
floor and 8-of-12 from the free-throw line.
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A.D. Vassallo Feature

FROM PUERTO RICO

TO PROMINENCE
A.D. Vassallo’s decision to
come to the United States
has resulted in him
becoming an ACC star
By Jimmy Robertson

A . D . V assa l l o F e a t u r e

Florida

Like most young kids growing up in Puerto Rico, he came
home from school, went into his house, probably tossed his
book bag on the couch and grabbed a snack, and then returned outdoors.
Under the warm evening sun, and with the breezes lazily
blowing off the Caribbean, he and a few of the neighborhood kids did what a lot of youngsters do on islands in the
Caribbean – they played baseball in the streets.
That’s a rather awkward sight for Virginia Tech fans
to envision. After all, the A.D. Vassallo they know
is a basketball standout in one of the best conferences in the nation and the son of a former professional basketball player. Vassallo now has a
solid 6-foot-6 frame, an immaculate shooting
form and a 14-karat stroke.
So it’s rather hard to comprehend him
playing baseball, throwing and hitting the
tiny white pill and running bases in the
streets.
But it’s true.
“I really started playing baseball first,”
Vassallo said. “I started baseball when I was 5. I
didn’t start playing basketball until I was, like, 7.
That [baseball] was my dad’s sport. He loves baseball. He put me into baseball first, and I like baseball
as much as I do basketball.
“In high school, I played both. It was more of a hobby
because I knew I wasn’t going to college to play baseball.
I still loved playing it. I was better at baseball than I was
at basketball in high school. Obviously, I wouldn’t say that
now.”
Nor would anyone else in this hemisphere, not after watching him launch his beautiful jump shots toward an iron rim
time and time again the past four years. Vassallo burst on the
Tech scene four years ago when an emaciated squad needed
a young freshman not only to play, but also to produce, in
a game at Wake Forest. Undeterred, he serenely dropped 29
on the Deacs, a barrage that ultimately catapulted him into a
rather prodigious career in Blacksburg.
Now the sun is setting on his collegiate days. He’s not sure
where he’s going to wind up, but it may very well be back
where it all started.

Puerto Rico
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Utter the name “Daniel Vassallo” on the
island and everyone knows to whom you’re
referring. He possesses legendary status
there, a former professional player who filled
it up back in the day. For comparison’s sake,
he’s like the Michael Jordan of the Puerto
Rican professional league.
Though he retired more than a dozen years
ago, he still plays, participating in the 45-50
age group of a seniors league. Father Time
has robbed him of half a step and it takes
a little longer for the joints to get lubed up.
But the vision remains 20-20, the handle still
clean and the jumper still pure.
A.D., which stands for Angel Daniel, certainly remembers the games. He sat behind
the bench in an airy gym for every game, but
he wasn’t eagerly anticipating the on-court
action. No, instead, he couldn’t wait for
halftime. He and his buddies provided the
entertainment.
“During halftime, I’d go out on the court
and shoot with the other kids while waiting
for the teams to come back out,” he said.
“They didn’t really have halftime shows. The
court would be clear and kids would go out
and shoot until the teams came back out.”
A.D. grew to realize his father’s game
wouldn’t quite fit into his own version. After
all, Daniel Vassallo was quicksilver with the
ball in his hands. A.D. is not a plodder, but he
more likes finding his spot, being fed the ball
and lofting jumpers.

Auburn Hills Golf Comm.
4 BR, 3 BA, 2778 SQ.FT.
ML#100800
$429,950

NEW PRICE

“He was impressive,” A.D. said of his father. “He was different than me. He was more
of a driver. He could still shoot the ball, but
he was more of a driver, and he could jump
higher than me. He had some tremendous
dunks. He was quicker than me. He could
handle the ball. He was a good, smart player,
but we’re different.”
Daniel Vassallo and his wife always went to
great lengths to care for their son. Daniel grew
up in Santurce, a barrio of decay in northern
San Juan that borders the Atlantic. He ended
up buying a house in Toa Baja, roughly 15
minutes west of San Juan, to move his family
into a better environment.
He also wanted to make sure A.D. got a
good college education, so together, they
hatched a plan, one that would send A.D. to
the United States.
“When I was around 14 or 15, my dad and
I had a plan to try and get a scholarship,”
A.D. said. “I’d move to the United States to
try it, and then when the opportunity came,
I took it. That’s why I moved when I was in
the 10th grade.”
A family friend helped arrange for A.D. to
get to the States. The family researched several different schools in various parts of the
country, mainly in Miami and Philadelphia,
but A.D. – by his own choice – decided to
disembark at tiny Faith Christian Academy
in south-central Virginia.
“I didn’t know much about the school,”

A.D. said. “I just told them to send me there.
“Part of the reasoning was that Miami has
a lot of Hispanics and Puerto Ricans and
all that, and I really wanted to make sure I
learned English. I knew that was going to be
important for getting into a college. I didn’t
want to speak Spanish all the time. And I
know in Philadelphia, there was a large concentration of Hispanic people, too.
“In Virginia, I was going to be by myself.
At those other schools, I had friends from
Puerto Rico who were going there. But I
wanted to go by myself and get away from
everyone. That was a factor in the situation,
too.”
A vivid description of A.D. Vassallo reveals all sorts of details about his basketball
exploits, but what often gets left out is his
fierce willingness to compete. Even at the
ripe young age of 15, he practically salivated
at the challenge of coming to a new country,
not knowing a soul, and trying to carve out a
basketball future for himself.
Hurt, Va., the town that houses Faith
Christian Academy, presented the ultimate
challenge. After all, the town consists of all
of about 1,300 people – less than 1 percent of
whom are Hispanic – and the local weather
and mountains mark a stark contrast to
Puerto Rico’s coastal paradise.
“It was not that bad,” Vassallo said. “It was
different. Weather-wise, it was different, and
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getting from one place to another. In Puerto
Rico, you can go anywhere in a matter of
minutes. Everything is packed in. Here, there
is so much space. The food is the same, but
it’s cooked differently here.
“But it wasn’t that bad. I was so focused on
making it for myself. I enjoyed every minute
of it. I’m the type who enjoys challenges and I
like going different places and exploring.”
Vassallo spent three years at Faith
Christian, living with a local host family his
first year. After his sophomore season there,
he moved in with another host family, the
Carwile family. At the time, Gene Carwile
served as the athletic director at Faith, while
his wife, Becky, worked as an associate dean
at Liberty University.
Vassallo has been known as a bit of a loner
during his days at Tech, a young man who
enjoys spending time by himself – “I was
used to coming home and being by myself,”
he said. “That sounds bad, but my dad was
usually at practice and my mom was working. At the same time, I learned how to take
care of myself and that helped me.” – but he
became quite attached to the Carwile family while attending Faith. Gene and Becky
treated him as one of their own four children,
fostering a relationship with a young man
not used to getting close with those outside
of his family.
“The kids adopted him and we treated
him like one of our own,” Gene Carwile said.
“There were some times when he missed
home, but he knew if he was going to make
it [to college], then he was going to have to
stay in the States and prove it against good
competition.”
Vassallo graduated from Faith and committed to the University of Richmond, but
wound up at Hargrave Military Academy on
the advice of the Richmond coaching staff
after the school denied him admission – even
though he had met NCAA requirements.
While there, Becky Carwile prodded him to
remain focused on his academics and Vassallo

took the advice, fully expecting to head to
Richmond after the stint at Hargrave.
It never happened. Richmond denied him
admission for a second time, and then Jerry
Wainwright, the head coach, bolted for the
head job at DePaul. Seth Greenberg, seeing
an opportunity to land a premier shooter,
made a call and Vassallo ultimately choose
Tech over N.C. State and West Virginia.
“Here, I knew Carlos Dixon had graduated
and I knew I could get some minutes at the
3,” he said. “So that, and that Tech was close
to home, were the reasons why.”
Excited about getting a scholarship and
coming to an ACC school, Vassallo arrived
in Blacksburg eager to get started.
Freshman years tend to spin out of control at times for even the most grounded of
students, and Vassallo found himself on a
college flight path filled with turbulence.
It started with his second collegiate game,
a game at Cassell Coliseum against Bowling
Green. He actually got the start in that game,
and the game was close at the end.
In the waning moments, while going up
to rebound a Bowling Green brick, Vassallo
jumped a little too soon and wasn’t able to
secure the ball with both hands. It actually
deflected off one of his hands and into the
basket – which turned out to be the winning
points for Bowling Green.
Greenberg and his teammates downplayed the incident. And after being in the
doldrums, Vassallo accepted the play for
what it was – a random, fluke incident and
one that certainly wouldn’t detract from his
budding career. It just wasn’t quite the takeoff he wanted.
The real tragedy, though, occurred a couple of months later when Vassallo received
notice that Becky Carwile has passed away
after a yearlong bout with breast cancer. The
news served as a sharp elbow to the face.
“It was a difficult time,” Vassallo said. “She
helped me out a lot. She was a good lady. She

cared a lot for people. She tried to do a lot for
everybody. When that hit, it was kind of a
surprise. So that was harder than normal.”
“He and Becky butted heads occasionally, but she kept pushing him academically,”
Gene Carwile said. “He was a part of our
family and she wanted him to succeed. At
the funeral, we all gathered at the gravesite
as a family to say a prayer and A.D. was
there, too.”
Fighting with basketball struggles, academic struggles and personal struggles his
first year, Vassallo desperately needed something to go right for him. It finally happened
on Jan. 28, 2005, in Winston-Salem, N.C., of
all places.
With the team in dire straits – Tech was 0-6
in the ACC at the time – Vassallo notched
his first double-double, scoring 29 points
and grabbing 10 rebounds, as the Hokies
shocked Wake Forest. The 29 points were
the most by a Tech freshman since Dec. 16,
1978, when Dale Solomon scored 33 points
at Old Dominion.
The game sparked something within
Vassallo.
“In that game, I got to play a lot and I was
able to do some of the things I had done
in high school,” he said. “I just played and
didn’t worry about what was going on. Once
I did that, I knew I was able to do it. I knew
I was capable of doing anything I wanted to
do. It worked out after that.”
Vassallo’s career rocketed from that point
forward. He averaged 11.1 points per game
as a sophomore, helping the Hokies to the
NCAA Tournament. Last season, he averaged almost 17 points per game and led the
team to the NIT, and a few months after the
season, he earned a spot on Puerto Rico’s
national team and spent part of this past
summer playing on that team. This year, he’s
averaging almost 18 points per game and is
making a rather hearty case for first-team
All-ACC nods.

He does some of his best work in the big
games. He scored 17 points in Tech’s upset
of No. 1 North Carolina in 2007. He added
19 points and 10 boards in the Hokies’ huge
road win at Georgia Tech that same year. He
dropped 30 on Wisconsin this season in a
losing effort, but his 16 points fueled another
Hokie upset of a No. 1-ranked team, as Tech
beat Wake Forest on Jan. 21 of this year.
He ranks 14th on Tech’s scoring list, with
more than 1,500 points, and has a chance of
getting into the top 10. He also has more than
500 career rebounds.
“The coaches have done a good job and I’ve
accepted my roles along the way,” Vassallo
said. “And I kept working. I had a chance to
play with the national team, so that gave me
more experience. I just became more confident each and every year and started playing
better and better. Last year, I had the chance
to start and have a bigger role and I took advantage of it. I’ve always tried to work on my
game every year and I think I’ve gotten better
over the years.”
His career is certainly coming full circle.
It started when his dad taught him the game
as a 7-year-old boy in Puerto Rico. Daniel
Vassallo moved to Blacksburg a couple of
months ago to live with his son, taking time
off that he had saved from his job managing
a gym in Puerto Rico and savoring his son’s
waning days as a collegian.
“Just having him around is nice,” Vassallo
said. “It’s like recovering a couple of those
years. I haven’t seen him as much in eight
years. Having him around has allowed us to

“The coaches have done a good job
and I’ve accepted my roles along
the way. And I kept working … I just
became more confident each and
every year and started playing better
and better. Last year, I had the chance
to start and have a bigger role and I
took advantage of it.” - A.D. Vassallo
catch up a little bit on that time.”
Vassallo wastes little time these days thinking about his future. He knows one thing – it
will include a pursuit of basketball, now his
dream. He just doesn’t know the league or
the country, nor does it matter. He plays for
the love it; the money would be a secondary
reason.
He very well may go back to Puerto Rico,
his home. Back to warm weather and back
to the streets where he grew up playing
baseball.
Back to a time when he had a kid’s heart
– only this time, back to pursue a man’s
dream.
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2009 Recruiting

A well-balanced
recruiting class
has Tech staff optimistic
about program’s future
By Jimmy Robertson

James Gayle, a defensive end from Hampton, Va.,
is a member of the Hokies’ 2009 recruiting haul.

2 0 0 9 r e cr u i t i n g

Photo courtesy of The Daily Press

Not long after Florida played Oklahoma in
the BCS national championship game, David
Wilson received a phone call that Bryan
Stinespring found a little disturbing.
Florida coach Urban Meyer, known as a relentless recruiter, gave Wilson, an extremely
talented tailback from Danville, Va., who was
rated by many as the top prospect in Virginia,
a buzz. He informed Wilson that his receiver/
running back, Percy Harvin, was going to go
pro and then Meyer spent much of the conversation feeling out Wilson to see if he would
be willing to back out of his commitment to
Virginia Tech and come to Florida.
Wilson said, “No, thanks.”
“I wanted to be a man of my word,” he said.
“I told Coach Stinespring and Coach Beamer
that I was coming and that’s what I wanted
to do.
“Then he [Meyer] called me again – and I
told him ‘No’ again.”
As a result of Wilson’s remaining true to
his word, he became one of the headliners
of the 2009 Virginia Tech recruiting class, a
group of 21 members who collectively rank
among the best in the nation (Rivals ranked
the class No. 24 nationally). Overall, the
group includes five prospects who earned
All-America honors by various recruiting
services.
“I think we got a terrific recruiting class,”
Tech head coach Frank Beamer said. “Not
just a good class, but I think a really terrific
class. I like our athletic ability, but I really like
the academics and the character of this class.
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I think that’s very, very strong.”
Wilson, a 5-foot-11, 195-pound tailback,
and Logan Thomas, a 6-6, 230-pound athlete
from Lynchburg, Va., hogged the headlines in
this class and justifiably so. Wilson, ranked
the No. 1 prospect in Virginia by The Roanoke
Times and the Gatorade state player of the year,
rushed for 2,291 yards and 35 touchdowns as
a senior for George Washington High, with
two games of more than 300 yards rushing.
Thomas played quarterback at Brookville
High and guided the Bees to the Group AA
title game by throwing for 1,535 yards and 20
touchdowns and rushing for 842 yards and 11
more scores his senior season. He possesses
the ability to play multiple positions, though
both SuperPrep and Rivals ranked him the
top tight end prospect in the nation.
Three other prospects earned All-America
status as well. DeAntre Rhodes, a 6-3,
270-pound defensive lineman from Varina
High in Richmond, earned SuperPrep AllAmerica honors after a season in which he
had 48 tackles, including 14.5 for a loss. And
both Cody Journell, a 6-0, 180-pound kicker
from Giles High in Pearisburg, Va., and
Jayron Hosley, a 5-11, 180-pound cornerback
from Delray Beach, Fla., earned PrepStar
All-America honors. Journell booted six field
goals this past season – three of 42 yards or
longer – and Hosley finished with 37 tackles
and five interceptions.
Four of those five prospects are from
Virginia, as is most of Tech’s class. Sixteen
of the 21 hailed from the commonwealth – a

common theme among Beamer’s recruiting
classes. Three more prospects hail from South
Carolina, and the staff secured one each from
North Carolina and Florida.

In-state flavor

As usual, Tech’s staff put much of its emphasis on recruiting the state of Virginia
and for good reason. According to Doug
Doughty, who covers recruiting for The
Roanoke Times, more than 60 prospects
in Virginia had signed with Football Bowl
Series schools (formerly Division I) as of
Feb. 5. The commonwealth possesses a ton of
football talent and recruiting in such a fertile
area is a no-brainer for Tech’s staff.
After all, Tech has been winning with primarily Virginia kids – it has won at least 10
games for five straight seasons. The Hokies
also continue to get the better of the Cavaliers
on the field (they’ve won nine of the past 10)
in large part because they get the better of the
commonwealth’s prospects.
In the past three recruiting classes, Tech’s
staff has signed 49 prospects from the commonwealth. It’s a trend that the staff expects
to continue, too.
“I think there are always going to be good
players in this state,” said Jim Cavanaugh,
Tech’s recruiting coordinator. “Now, different
areas may have more or less, depending on
the year, but the population is growing. You
see more and more military personnel down
in the Tidewater area, and the corridor from
Richmond to D.C. is growing. People are

going where the jobs are, and more people
equates to more players.
“Coaches are noticing, too. I see more and
more from all over the country. Places like
West Virginia, Penn State, Tennessee and
Florida are coming here. Even the MAC
[Mid-American Conference] schools came
down here a lot. Everyone wants good players and this state has them.”
This year’s in-state haul included Wilson
and Thomas, the No. 1 and No. 4 prospects in
the state, according to Doughty (SuperPrep
ranked Thomas No. 1 and Wilson No. 3). The
haul also included eight of Doughty’s top 23
prospects and 10 of the top 30.
Stinespring and Cavanaugh cleaned up in
their respective areas. Stinespring, who recruits the Lynchburg/Martinsville/Danville
part of the state, landed both Wilson and
Thomas, and also Andrew Miller, an offensive lineman from Bassett, Va.
Cavanaugh landed four of Richmond’s
best. His list includes Rhodes from Varina
High, Antone Exum from Deep Run High,
and two prospects from Hermitage High –
Theron Norman and Duan Perez-Means.
Those two are the latest in a long line of
Hermitage graduates to come to Tech (Duane
Brown, Ju-Ju Clayton and Alonzo Tweedy,
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among others). Cavanaugh also signed James
Gayle, a defensive end out of Bethel High in
Hampton, Va.
“I think one of the keys was that we’ve
had kids from Varina and Hermitage here
at Tech,” Cavanaugh said. “It’s the same with
Bethel [High] when we had Chris Ellis here.
Those guys have been successful here and
these recruits trust those kids. That works in
our favor.”
Rhodes came in at No. 8 on Doughty’s list.
Exum, a top-notch athlete who was one of
the few prospects to wait until late December
to make a decision, stood at No. 16 on
Doughty’s list, while Norman and PerezMeans were No. 23 and No. 34, respectively.
Gayle was at No. 26.
Interestingly, Curt Newsome, who recruits
the Virginia Beach-Norfolk area, only signed
one prospect out of that area this year – 6-1,
220-pound linebacker Telvion Clark out of
Granby High, who had 123 tackles and eight
sacks this past season. Newsome also recruits
Hampton High and landed Tyrel Wilson, a
defensive end.
But a year ago, Newsome reeled in seven
prospects from the Virginia Beach-Norfolk
area alone.
“When you look back to last January [of
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1. David Wilson – One of the top tailbacks in the nation, Wilson fielded calls from the likes
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www.nrvforsale.com

JOE JONES

ROB JONES

Class of ‘65 • A Squadron
Golden Hokie

Class of ‘94
Silver Hokie

(540) 320-5351

(540) 320-6688

• Life-long residents of Blacksburg
C

M

Y

• 36 years of real estate experience
• Residential/Game Day Homes

CM

• Commercial/Investment/Property

MY

• Student Condos/Townhomes

CY

of Florida coach Urban Meyer, among others, but never wavered from his July pledge to Tech.
At 5-foot-11, 195 pounds, he brings some size and plenty of speed, running a 4.4-second
40-yard dash. He also can make just about any defender miss. His stats – 2,291 yards rushing
and 35 touchdowns in Virginia’s highest classification – attest to that. He should be a part of
an explosive Tech backfield down the road.

• Building Lots/Land

CMY

K

2. Logan Thomas – Thomas may have been the most versatile prospect in Tech’s class.

He got offers from legions of schools because he possesses a 6-6, 230-pound frame and the
ability to do so many things on the football field. Playing quarterback for Brookville High, he
accounted for more than 2,377 yards and 31 touchdowns this past season in leading the team
to the Group AA championship game. Tech’s staff hasn’t settled on a position for Thomas yet,
but he’ll probably get a look at tight end or receiver, or play in an H-back type of role.

3. Antone Exum – Exum was one of the few recruits to wait until late December to make

a decision on his college choice. Fortunately for the Hokies, he picked them and now
Tech’s staff will have the luxury of trying this talented athlete at several positions. He played
quarterback in high school and may get a look there first after throwing for nearly 1,000 yards
and rushing for 745 more, accounting for 30 total touchdowns. The strong 6-0, 190-pounder is
an outstanding returner as well – he returned six for scores his senior season.

4. Lanford Collins – Collins waited until a few days before signing day before making his

Beautiful building lots available in a peaceful
meadow setting just outside Blacksburg town
limits. 5 minutes to Tech. Only 10 of 25 lots left.
Priced from $84,900-$109,900 apprx ¾ acre lots.
Build your dream retirement or Gameday home.
Contact Rob or Joe.

decision to come to Tech, turning down both UVa and Penn State in part because he loves the
way the Hokies play defense. At 6-4, 240, he provides the Hokies with a huge presence at the
defensive end spot, and his specialty is getting to the passer. Collins – who, amazingly, was
a running back and a cornerback until his junior season – may very well have been the best
defensive end prospect in the state this past season.

5. DeAntre Rhodes – Tech’s staff also went after defensive tackles in this class and landed
arguably the state’s best in Rhodes, who finished with 48 tackles, including 14.5 for a loss
his senior season. He projects as a defensive tackle, given his size. At 6-3, 270 pounds, he
possesses the frame to get much bigger and stronger, and while he also excelled on the
offensive line for Varina – a school that has provided the Hokies with many good players – he
figures to anchor Tech’s defensive line in the future.

318 N Main Street
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NAME

POSITION

HEIGHT

WEIGHT

D.J. Coles

WR

6-3

215

Tariq Edwards

DE

Telvion Clark

Lanford Collins

Tyrell Edwards

Antone Exum

James Gayle

Kory Gough

LB

6-1

DE

6-4

6-3

ATH

6-3

ATH

6-0

DE

6-5

220

240

212

220

190

215

HOMETOWN

Norfolk, Va.

Fork Union, Va.

Stafford, Va.

Cheraw, S.C.

Cheraw, S.C.

Glen Allen, Va.

Hampton, Va.

HIGH SCHOOL

RECRUITED BY

FUMA/Goochland

Jim Cavanaugh

Granby

Brooke Point

Marlboro County

Marlboro County

Deep Run

Bethel

Charley Wiles

Charley Wiles

Jim Cavanaugh

Jim Cavanaugh

6-5

265

Goldvein, Va.

CB

5-11

180

Delray Beach, Fla. Atlantic

Andrew Miller

OL

6-4

275

Bassett, Va.

Bassett

Bryan Stinespring

Nubian Peak

ATH

6-1

180

Radford, Va.

Pulaski County

Billy Hite

CB

Cody Journell

K

Jayron Hosley

Theron Norman
Duan Perez-Means

DeAntre Rhodes

6-0

6-3

DE

6-4

DL

WR

Jerrodd Williams

CB

Tyrel Wilson

LB

David Wilson

5-9

S

Logan Thomas

David Wang

6-3

6-6

180

180

190

230

270

230

Fayetteville, N.C.

Ripplemead, Va.

Richmond, Va.

Richmond, Va.

Sandston, Va.

Lynchburg, Va.

Seventy-First

Giles

Hermitage

Hermitage

Varina

Brookville

Torrian Gray

Charley Wiles

Charley Wiles

Billy Hite

Jim Cavanaugh

Jim Cavanaugh

Jim Cavanaugh

Bryan Stinespring

DT

6-2

290

Ashburn, Va.

Stone Bridge

RB

5-11

195

Danville, Va.

George Washington Bryan Stinespring

6-0

6-2

185

230

Central, S.C.

Hampton, Va.

D.W. Daniel

Hampton

Torrian Gray
Torrian Gray

Curt Newsome

SLEEPERS

2007], our class was going to be less than 15,
so we couldn’t make as many offers – and we
would have with more scholarships,” said
Newsome, who only made five offers. “And,
too, a lot of it is based on needs. For example,
we took a lot of receivers last year, so we
weren’t going to sign a bunch of receivers
this year. The numbers just didn’t fit.”

2. David Wang – Wang is a familiar name in Blacksburg because David’s brother, Ed,
starts at left tackle for the Hokies. The younger player is shorter, but has the potential to be
just as good, if not better. He combines quickness and explosiveness with balance – three
common traits in any good lineman. Plus, he’s a tremendous worker. He’ll start off at
defensive tackle, but could also move over to the other side of the ball.

The Hokies’ only lost one senior defensive
lineman off of last season’s squad, but a program never wants to be short of defensive
linemen. So Tech’s staff signed six prospects
listed as defensive linemen – four at end and
two at tackle. Rhodes headlines the bunch,
but the overall success of the group hinges
on him developing to the fullest along with
the other five.
The remaining five include Lanford
Collins, a 6-4, 240-pounder from Stafford,
Va.; David Wang, a 6-2, 290-pound tackle
from Ashburn, Va.; Gayle, a 6-5, 215-pounder from Hampton, Va.; Perez-Means, a 6-4,
230-pounder from Richmond; and Wilson, a
6-3, 215-pounder from Hampton, Va.
Rhodes and Wang project as tackles; while
the other four will begin their careers at end.
“We needed some [defensive linemen],
particularly ends,” Cavanaugh said. “The
thing I like about all of these guys is they can
run.”

1. D.J. Coles – Coles was a standout tailback at Goochland High in 2007 and then spent
this past fall at Fork Union. People tend to forget about him when talking about Tech’s
recruiting class, but this kid enjoyed a terrific season playing as a receiver against very
good prep school competition. He’s a huge target at 6-3 and more than 215 pounds and he
can run for a guy with that size. With his size, speed and ball skills, he could end up on the
field quickly for the Hokies.
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Bud Foster

OL

James Hopper

Liberty

Curt Newsome

3. Cody Journell – Tech’s staff always seems to come up with good kickers and Journell
figures to be the next in line. Head coach Frank Beamer thought so much of Journell’s
field-goal kicking and his kickoffs during a one-day camp last June that he offered Journell
a scholarship. Journell isn’t just a kicker – he’s a pretty good athlete. He rushed for more
than 1,000 yards as a running back in Giles High’s single-wing attack this past season.

4. James Hopper – Hopper made a name for himself as a tailback this past season and
enjoyed a huge game in the North Carolina Class 4-A championship game. He rushed for
192 yards and four touchdowns, but he’ll be a cornerback at Tech. He played on defense
quite a bit, both at cornerback and at safety, and has instincts for either position. Tech’s
coaching staff liked one thing – he was already around the ball.

5. Nubian Peak – The local native from nearby Pulaski County High put up some big
numbers as a tailback this past season, rushing for more than 1,400 yards and scoring 22
touchdowns. In fact, he rushed for more than 3,000 yards combined the past two years,
so he knows how to haul the mail. He could fit in at tailback, though Tech’s backfield is
crowded. He also could work at receiver or cornerback, given his ability to make plays.
26 Inside Hokie Sports

D-line the pressing need

HOST

Kam Chancellor

N/A

Isaiah Hamlette

Jarrett Boykin

Jarrett Boykin

Davon Morgan

Jaymes Brooks

ALSO CONSIDERED

UNC, Penn State

Only considered Tech

UVa, Penn State

Illinois

NOTABLE

No. 29 LB prospect in nation by Rivals

Signed with Tech last year, but went to FUMA

No. 14 prospect in Va. by SuperPrep

No. 23 LB prospect in nation by Scout.com

UNC, N.C. State

No. 82 ATH prospect in nation by Rivals

Penn State

No. 16 prospect in Va. by The Roanoke Times

UVa, Purdue, UCF

No. 26 prospect in Va. by The Roanoke Times

Beau Warren

Penn State, Arkansas, Ohio

First-team All-Met selection by The Washington Post

Lorenzo Williams

South Florida, Georgia, Michigan

A PrepStar All-American

Lorenzo Williams

Austin Fuller

Wake Forest

Only considered Tech

A first-team Class 4-A choice by NCPreps.com

No. 7 K prospect in the nation by Scout.com

no official visit

UVa, Wake, FSU

Piedmont District and Region IV defensive POY

Patrick Terry

UVa, UNC, Maryland

Region IV offensive POY in Va. as an RB

Ju-Ju Clayton

Ju-Ju Clayton

Davon Morgan

Tyrod Taylor

Maryland, UVa

No. 16 ATH prospect in nation by ESPN/Scouts, Inc.

Maryland, UVa, Syracuse

UVa, Maryland, Clemson

FSU, UNC, Wake

No. 26 weakside DE prospect in nation by Rivals

No. 8 prospect in Va. by The Roanoke Times

No. 1 TE prospect in nation by Rivals

Ed Wang

Only considered Tech

No. 18 prospect in Va. by The Roanoke Times

Eddie Whitley

Florida, Auburn, Clemson, PSU

Top prospect in Va. by The Roanoke Times

Eddie Whitley

Tyrod Taylor

WVU, Georgia Tech, UNC

Tennessee

No. 30 CB prospect in nation by ESPN/Scouts, Inc.

First-team All-Group AAA in Va. as a LB

Filling other needs

Photo courtesy of The Daily Press

The rest of Tech’s recruiting class was balanced. The Hokies’ staff signed two offensive
linemen (Miller and Kory Gough) with big
frames and quick feet. They also added two

linebackers – Tariq Edwards (potentially)
and Clark.
On offense, David Wilson and Thomas
headline the skill players. Tech already possesses three good tailbacks in Darren Evans,
Josh Oglesby and Ryan Williams. But Wilson
isn’t afraid of competition – and Beamer isn’t
afraid to play true freshmen.
“We’re going to put the best players out
there on the field, and that’s just the deal,”
Beamer said. “It’s up to him and how he does
when he gets here. He’s has the potential to
be a great player and he’s such a good person,
too.”
Thomas is as intriguing if only because
of his versatility. Tech’s staff listed him as an
“athlete” on the signing day release and plans
on looking at him at receiver, H-back, tight
end and maybe even quarterback.
“I think he’s a guy that you want to move
around,” Beamer said. “I think he’s going to
be athletic enough to do a lot of things for
you. I think he’s got possibilities at a lot of
places.”
The Hokies also added three more highpowered offensive skill players. D.J. Coles, a
6-3, 215-pounder who spent the fall at Fork
Union after signing with the Hokies last year,
gives Tech a huge presence at receiver. Exum,
a 6-0, 190-pounder, and Nubian Peak, a 6-1,
180-pounder from Pulaski County High in
Dublin, Va., round out the group. Tech’s staff
inside.hokiesports.com 27
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Tech’s staff also focused on defensive
backs, signing four, including three cornerbacks – all from outside the state. The headliner is Hosley, the PrepStar All-American
who went to the same high school as former
standouts Brandon Flowers and David
Clowney. Michigan and Ohio State were in
on him early and Georgia expressed interest. He ultimately picked Tech over South
Florida on signing day.
“The thing with him is he kept it open
until the very end,” Beamer said. “Us having
the last visit turned out to be a good thing.
That’s a risky thing, too. But it was one of
those things that just worked out well.”
The other two corners include Jerrodd
Williams, a 6-0, 185-pounder who hails
from South Carolina, and James Hopper, a
5-9, 180-pounder from Fayetteville, N.C.
“You’re always trying to find those corners,” Cavanaugh said. “And if some of them
don’t work out, you can move them.”
The fourth defensive back is Norman, a
6-3, 190-pounder from Richmond. He’s a
tall, rangy player who projects as a safety at
Tech.

Tyrel
Wilson

listed both of them as athletes.
Exum accounted for 2,357 yards and 30
touchdowns as a senior and he returned six
kicks for touchdowns. Peak rushed for 1,436
yards and 22 touchdowns this past season.
“We’ll probably give Antone the opportunity to play both sides of the ball and see how
he does,” Cavanaugh said. “I know this – he’s
a talented kid and a good student.
“And I think you’ll see Nubian play some
receiver. Maybe try to get him the ball on
screens and reverses, things like that.”

we’re more ahead than we’ve ever been on
next year’s class,” Beamer said. “And I really
think we’ve got a shot to have another terrific
class next year.”
For the short term, though, they savoring
what they’ve put together – another top-25
recruiting class, one certainly with the potential to keep those 10-win seasons, ACC

championships and bowl berths continuing.
“The thing that I like about this group is
that they can all run and they’re all athletic,”
Cavanaugh said. “There’s athletic ability in
this class no matter what position. If you’re
going to win at this level, you better have kids
who can run and kids who have athleticism,
and I think we’ve got that with this class.”

Logan Thomas is one of Tech’s
most touted recruits and could
play any number of positions
once he arrives on campus.

Wrapping it up

One area where the Tech staff came up
short was at quarterback, though not by
design. On the contrary, the coaches worked
every possible angle. They made offers to
two in-state quarterback prospects who went
elsewhere, and a third in-state prospect never
showed any interest in the Hokies. The staff
even tried to bring in a prospect from Texas
at the last minute, but that failed to pan out,
as the kid ended up signing with Baylor.
Beamer addressed the quarterback situation, saying that he planned on giving JuJu Clayton and Marcus Davis, two rising
redshirt freshmen, plenty of reps there this
spring, and that he might increase Greg
Boone’s workload at quarterback as well. In
this class, Exum and Thomas both will get
looks.
“I think our quarterback situation will be
OK,” Beamer said. “I’m not sure these guys
are not pure quarterbacks. Yeah, we missed
on a couple. But we think we’ve got a couple
good ones in our program, too.”
The staff is already working on possibilities
for next year’s class. Of course, that goes for
every position, not just quarterback. Tech’s
staff practically wrapped up a lot of its recruiting early, and the extra time enabled them to
get a jumpstart on next year’s recruiting.
“We’ve probably watched more video and

Photo courtesy of The News & Advance

Blacksburg, VA

• On your lot or in our communities
• Quality workmanship at every phase
• Superior building process - simple & predictable
• Unparalleled service from design to settlement
Visit our model home in the Village at Tom’s Creek
1230 Redbud Road, Blacksburg, Virginia

Visit Us Online At
Inside Hokie Sports
(540)28 552-1812

ProgressStreet.com

2009 recruiting profiles

Here’s a look at the profiles for the members of the recruiting class, with the exceptions of
D.J. Coles, who was portrayed last year. By Jimmy Robertson

Telvion

Tariq

6-1, 220, LB

6-3, 212, LB/DE

Clark

Granby High; Norfolk, Va.
Stats: Tallied 123 tackles, eight sacks, five forced fumbles and four
interceptions as a senior … Had 153 tackles and nine sacks as a junior.
Top honors: Rated the No. 29 prospect in Virginia by The Roanoke
Times and No. 25 by SuperPrep … Rated the No. 29 linebacker prospect
in the nation by Rivals … A first-team All-Tidewater selection.
Why he chose Tech: “When I came up there for my visits, I always
felt at home. It was just a family atmosphere there and all the guys made
me feel welcome.
“And I was interested in their defense. I love the way they attack and
blitz. Coach [Bud] Foster is legendary. He’s a great guy and a great coach,
and anyone would be honored to play for him.”
On being a tremendous wrestler: “Coach Jim Lambert came to me
and told me it would be good for me and that the team needed leadership. At first, I shot him down. But I went to a tournament and saw them
wrestling and that changed my mind.
“It was hard getting back into it [he wrestled in middle school]. But I
caught on quickly and I think it’s going to help me in the long run.”
Notables: Born Sept. 25, 1990 in Greensboro, N.C. … Son of Tonya
Wade … Has an older brother and a younger brother … Contemplated
major is business.

Lanford

Collins
6-4, 240, DE

Stats: Recorded 124 tackles, including 24 for a loss, and 16 sacks
combined his junior and senior seasons.
Top honors: Rated the No. 20 defensive end prospect in the nation
according to Rivals and ESPN/Scouts, Inc. … Earned first-team AllCommonwealth District and All-Northwest Region honors as a senior
… Named to the Free Lance-Star’s all-area team.
Why he chose Tech: “I really like the environment and the coaching
chemistry. I wanted a stable environment and I know the coaches are
going to be there.”
On being the last Tech commitment: “I wanted to take my time and
take a look at everybody. During football season, it was hard to focus on
all the recruiting stuff. I wanted to wait until the season was over and
then take my visits and check out all the schools.”
On his strengths and weaknesses: “I think I rush the passer well and
I never give up on a play. I probably need to work on my technique. I’ve
only been playing the position two years. Before, I was a running back
and cornerback, and then over the summer, I grew and put on weight.”
Notables: Born Feb. 20, 1991 in Clarksville, Miss. … Son of Lanford
and Connie Collins … Has one older sister and a younger brother and
sister … Contemplated major is computer science or business information technology.

Marlboro County High; Cheraw, S.C.
Stats: Finished with 102 tackles, including five for a loss, and three sacks
as a senior … Caught 12 passes for 225 yards and four touchdowns his senior year.
Top honors: Listed the No. 15 prospect in South Carolina by SuperPrep
… Ranked the No. 23 strongside linebacker prospect nationally by Scout.
com … Listed as the No. 50 outside linebacker prospect in the nation by
Rivals.
Why he chose Tech: “Because of how they treated me and the things they’d
showed me every time I went up there. I felt comfortable there when I went
on my visits, and when I took my official visit, I was even more comfortable.
They players there treat you with respect.”
On his father’s impact on him and his brother [his father, Bo Campbell,
played at Tech]: “He was always active in the recruiting process, and we
knew he was going to be a factor. He made us look at things like the depth
chart and position coaches and academics to see how schools compare. He
helped us out a lot.”
On his position: “I think they’re looking at me as an outside linebacker.
They call it their whip position. I guess it depends on how big I get.”
Notables: Born May 1, 1991 in Cheraw, S.C. … Son of Bo and Felicia
Campbell … Twin brother of Tyrell Edwards, a Tech recruit … Has three
sisters … Contemplated major is psychology or graphic design.

Tyrell

Edwards
6-4, 220, TE

Marlboro County High; Cheraw, S.C.
Stats: Caused one fumble and recovered two fumbles on defense his senior season … Had 15 tackles as well … Also caught two passes for 17 yards
… Recorded 71 tackles and had two sacks as a junior.
Top honor: Listed the No. 31 prospect in South Carolina by SuperPrep …
Ranked the No. 82 athlete prospect nationally by Rivals.
Why he chose Tech: “It was mostly a family thing. We have a history here
and I’ve been coming to games there since I was 7 or 8. I wouldn’t say it was
a package deal with my brother. We were both looking for the best situation
and Virginia Tech was it.”
On his father’s impact: “He had a great deal of an impact. He was always
getting us to go to camps and helping us get noticed. He was always helping
us to get ready for college.”
On his position: “I’ll probably end up at tight end or maybe work as a slot
receiver. I’m more of an offensive guy, so anywhere they put me on offense,
I’ll be ready to play. I feel like I can make blocks downfield and catch the ball
and make things happen.”
Notables: Born May 1, 1991 in Cheraw, S.C. … Son of Bo and Felicia
Campbell … Twin brother of Tariq Edwards, a Tech recruit … Has three
sisters … Contemplated major is psychology or graphic design.
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Brooke Point High; Stafford, Va.

Edwards

Antone

Exum
6-0, 190, ATH

Deep Run High; Glen Allen, Va.
Stats: Accounted for 2,357 yards and 30 touchdowns his senior season, including
six on returns … Threw for 978 yards and nine touchdowns and rushed for 745 yards
and 15 scores as a senior.
Top honors: Rated the No. 16 prospect in Virginia by The Roanoke Times and the
No. 17 prospect in Virginia by SuperPrep … A first-team All-Group AAA selection
by The Associated Press as a kick returner … Listed as the No. 38 athlete in the nation
by Rivals … Rated the No. 42 athlete prospect nationally by ESPN/Scouts, Inc.
Why he chose Tech: “I got along with the staff. It was basically them and Penn
State, and Virginia Tech was recruiting me to play the positions where I felt comfortable. It was close to home and Coach Beamer wins with in-state kids. I’ll get a great
education and it was just right for me.”
On his position at Tech: “I’m not sure. They’ve told me we’ll see what happens.
I’ll probably split some time between quarterback and defensive back. But I’m not
sure which one they want me to play. Either way, it’s fine. I just want to get on the
field early.”
Notables: Born Feb. 27, 1991 in Richmond … Son of Antone and Barbara Exum
… Has a younger sister … Contemplated major is business.

James

Gayle
6-5, 215, DE
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Bethel High; Hampton, Va.
Stats: Registered 96 tackles (60 solo) and 12 sacks as a defensive end his senior
season.
Top honors: Listed as the No. 26 prospect in Virginia by The Roanoke Times …
Ranked the No. 27 prospect in Virginia by SuperPrep … Rated the No. 25 strongside defensive end in the nation by Rivals.
Why he chose Tech: “I was going to stay in the state all along and Virginia Tech
has one of the best defenses in the nation. When I went to camp up there [the oneday camp last summer], I really liked the campus a lot. I actually had planned on
taking some visits to other schools and committing later, but I changed my mind
and decided on Virginia Tech.”
On his rapid development: “I didn’t start playing football until I moved in with
my father here [James had been living with his mom in Minnesota] in the 10th
grade. After my 10th grade year, the guys were telling me to just stay on the JV
team. But I gained like 50 pounds and worked hard in the weight room. Then I
took a senior’s starting position and things have been going well since then.”
Notables: Born Feb. 15, 1991 in Los Angeles … Son of Jimmy Gayle and Michelle
Gayle … Has one older sister and three younger ones … Major is undecided.

Kory

Gough
6-5, 265, OL

Liberty High; Goldvein, Va.
Stats: Graded out at 90 percent for much of the season.
Top honors: Earned first-team All-Met honors by The Washington Post …
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Listed the No. 40 prospect in Virginia by SuperPrep … Rated the No. 46
prospect in Virginia by The Roanoke Times.
Why he chose Tech: “It’s close to home and I’ve always liked them.
Actually, I grew up a fan of both Virginia Tech and UVa – I didn’t really
know about the hate between the schools. But I always like Tech a little
more.
“I had about 15 offers, but Tech was the main school. They told me
they were going to sign just one offensive lineman, so as soon as they
offered, I took it.”
On being a big-time wrestler: “I’ve been wrestling for seven or eight
years and it’s a lot of fun. My little brother actually started me on it as a
way to help with my conditioning and I just kept on with it. It helps with
your core. It keeps you flexible and in shape, and makes you quicker
with your hands.”
Notables: Born March 20, 1990 in Fauquier, Va. … Son of Kimberly
and Kevin Gough … Has two older brothers and one younger brother
… Contemplated major is business or perhaps something to do with
nutrition.

James

Hopper
5-9, 180, CB

Seventy-First High; Fayetteville, N.C.
Stats: As a tailback, ran for 192 yards and scored four touchdowns in the 4-A championship game – a 28-7 victory by SeventyFirst – his senior season … Had 88 tackles and an interception as
a junior.
Top honors: Listed as the No. 21 prospect in North Carolina by
SuperPrep … A first-team Class 4-A selection as a running back by
NCpreps.com … Ranked the No. 33 cornerback prospect in the
nation according to ESPN/Scouts, Inc.
Why he chose Tech: “It’s a good school and a good program. I
have dreams of getting to the NFL and I think they can get me on
the right path to where I want to go.”
On winning the state championship: “That was a great feeling.
I was the MVP of the game and couldn’t ask for more.”
On his position: “I played a lot of safety and that’s where I probably feel most comfortable. I like to hit and I like being able to
move freely. At safety, it’s instinct more than talent. It’s what you
feel, and I think I have a good feel for the game.
“But I’m fine with anything they want me to do as long as I get
on the field.”
Notables: Born Feb. 28, 1991 … Son of John and Tracy Huff
… Has an older brother and a younger brother … Contemplated
major is business or marketing.

Jayron

Hosley
5-11, 180, CB

Atlantic High; Delray Beach, Fla.
Stats: Had 37 tackles and five interceptions as a senior … On offense, had 15 catches for 300 yards and five touchdowns … Also had
five special teams scores (three punt returns, two kickoff returns).
Top honors: A PrepStar All-American … Rated the No. 11 cornerback in the country and the 25th overall prospect in Florida by Rivals
… Ranked the No. 22 cornerback nationally by ESPN/Scouts, Inc.

Why he chose Tech: “On my visit there, I just felt like I was at home.
The players and the coaches there showed me a lot of love, and the
staff was just unbelievable. The defensive coordinator [Bud Foster] and
Coach Beamer, they’re just great people.”
On the impact Brandon Flowers, another former Atlantic High
standout, had on him: “His dad and my dad are very close, and me
and Brandon talked quite a bit. He’s a guy I trust. He’s been through it
and I trusted him.”
On waiting to make his decision on signing day: “I just wanted to
think everything through. I wanted to take some visits and weigh my
options. I think it all worked out well in the end.”
Notables: Notables were not available.

Cody

Journell
6-0, 180, K

Giles High; Ripplemead, Va.
Stats: Booted six field goals as a senior, including three of at least
42 yards … Rushed for 1,060 yards and 13 touchdowns … Kicked 10
field goals his junior season, including a long of 54 yards.
Top honors: Listed as the No. 7 kicking prospect in the nation
by Scout.com … Ranked the No. 13 kicking prospect in the nation
by Rivals … A first-team All-Timesland selection by The Roanoke
Times.
Why he chose Tech: “My family has lived in Giles since I was born
and its only 20 minutes away. I grew up a Hokie. And with Coach
Beamer coaching the special teams and the kickers, that’s a big deal.
I looked at some other schools, but once I came to camp and they
offered, I was set after that.”
On how he got started kicking: “My dad took me out in the fourth
grade and we started kicking it around a bit. Then in the sixth grade,
we had tryouts and I won the kicking competition.
“I didn’t really start going to camps until the 10th grade when I
went to see Doug Blevins [a kicking instructor] in Abingdon. He’s
helped me a lot, and I’ve worked on it.”
Notables: Born June 13, 1991 in Blacksburg, Va. … Son of Jim and
Debbie Journell … Has a younger brother … Contemplated major is
business management.

Miller
6-4, 275, OL

Bassett High; Bassett, Va.
The vitals: Recorded 102 tackles (58 solo), including 16 for a loss as a
defensive lineman his senior season … As a junior, he tallied 110 tackles
and three sacks … Won the state championship in wrestling as a heavyweight in 2008.
Rankings: The Roanoke Times defensive player of the year … Earned
first-team All-Group AA honors … Rated the No. 21 prospect in Virginia
by SuperPrep … Ranked the No. 33 offensive tackle prospect nationally by
Rivals.
Why he chose Tech: “It’s an all-around good school. It has good academics and good athletics. My brother goes there and I’m used to coming
up there. I know all about the place.”
On his plans to wrestle and play football: “I’m going to wrestle my
first year, while I’m redshirting in football. I want to see what I can do in
wrestling for one year at the college level. I like the intensity of it. If you

Theron

Norman
6-3, 190, S

Hermitage High; Richmond, Va.
Stats: Caught 16 passes for 185 yards his senior season … Had 32 tackles
and three interceptions as a junior.
Top honors: Ranked the No. 23 prospect in Virginia by The Roanoke
Times and No. 31 by SuperPrep … Listed the No. 16 athlete nationally by
ESPN/Scouts, Inc. … Rated the No. 42 athlete in the nation by Rivals.
Why he chose Tech: “When I went there on my unofficial visits, the
players and the coaches made me feel like I was at home. The coaches are
up front with you and I liked that. I was comfortable there.”
On being the latest Hermitage graduate to come to Tech: “I think we
were all picking a place where we would feel comfortable. Ju-Ju [Clayton]
and Alonzo [Tweedy] are there and they made me feel comfortable. They’d
joke around and say that I needed to come there, but they wanted me to
feel comfortable with where I was going.”
On his strong points as a player: “I think my strongest point is that I
love to compete. I’m a competitor. I like to have fun, but I also like to work
hard and play hard.”
Notables: Born Oct. 4, 1991 in East St. Louis, Ill. … Son of Theron
and Tracy Norman … Has two older sisters and an older brother …
Contemplated major is communication.

Nubian

Peak

6-1, 180, ATH

Pulaski County High; Radford, Va.
Stats: Rushed for 1,436 yards on 182 carries and scored 22 touchdowns
his senior season … Had 1,349 yards on 158 carries his junior season and
scored 16 total touchdowns as a junior.
Top honors: Rated the No. 33 prospect in Virginia by The Roanoke
Times and No. 32 by SuperPrep … Listed as the No. 67 running back
prospect in the nation by Rivals … First-team All-Group AA as a running back.
Why he chose Tech: “I’ve always been a fan. I grew up around here
[the New River Valley] and I’ve watched them play a lot. The times I’ve
been down there, I’ve liked the staff. They were down to earth. It wasn’t
a hard decision.”
On his position: “I’m not sure. It doesn’t matter to me. Probably something on offense, though. That’s where I’ve played my whole life. I haven’t
played a lot of defense, so offense would probably be the best thing.”
On playing defense: “I played a little bit this season when I was
needed. I was a cornerback. I hadn’t done it before, but I think I adjusted
well. Wherever they put me is fine.”
Notables: Born Jan. 11, 1991 in Radford, Va. … Son of Vernon
and Donna Peak … Has a younger brother and two older sisters …
Also a standout on the Pulaski County basketball team … Major is
undecided.
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Andrew

make mistakes, you have no one else to blame.
“After my first year, I’ll be full-time into football. I’ll be too heavy to
wrestle.”
Notables: Born April 24, 1990 in Martinsville, Va. … Son of Johnny and
the late Linda Miller … His oldest brother, John, played football at Duke.
His sister, Heather, played basketball at Wake Forest. His older brother,
Tim, is on a wrestling scholarship at Virginia Tech … Major is undecided.

Duan

Perez-Means
6-4, 230, DE

Hermitage High; Richmond, Va.
Stats: Played in just six games his senior season because of an ankle
injury … Averaged 27 yards per catch as a tight end … As a junior, accounted for four defensive touchdowns and one safety from his defensive
end spot.
Top honors: Ranked the No. 34 prospect in Virginia by The Roanoke
Times and by SuperPrep … Rated the No. 26 weakside defensive end in the
nation by Rivals … Listed as the No. 34 tight end prospect in the nation by
ESPN/Scouts, Inc.
Why he chose Tech: “I’ve always liked Virginia Tech and they had my
major [veterinary science]. They have a good team down there and it’s
close to home. Those were the main reasons.”
On the frustration of missing half his senior season: “It was real frustrating because I wanted to top what I had done last year. I had no control,
though, so I just cheered and tried to motivate my teammates.”
On his hobby: “Boxing is my hobby. Me and my dad spar a lot. My dad
almost put me into a boxing league. I can’t pinpoint exactly why I like it
so much. I guess because it showcases my skills. You have to be quick and
strong.”
Notables: Born Feb. 4, 1991 in Staten Island, N.Y. … Son of Duan and
Eva Means … Has three older sisters … Contemplated major is veterinary
science.

DeAntre

Rhodes
6-3, 270, DT

2 0 0 9 r e cr u i t i n g p r o f i l e s

Varina High; Sandston, Va.
Stats: Finished with 48 tackles, including 14.5 for a loss, his senior season … Also had 4.5 sacks as a senior and three forced fumbles.
Top honors: A SuperPrep All-American and the No. 10 prospect in
Virginia by SuperPrep … Rated the No. 8 prospect in Virginia by The
Roanoke Times … Listed as the No. 54 defensive tackle prospect in the
nation by ESPN/Scouts. Inc. … Ranked the No. 35 defensive tackle prospect nationally by Rivals … A first-team All-Capital District selection as
a defensive lineman his senior season … A second-team All-Group AAA
selection according to the Virginia High School Coaches Association his
junior season.
(Note: DeAntre Rhodes could not be reached for comment before our deadline.)

Logan

Thomas
6-6, 230, ATH

Brookville High; Lynchburg, Va.
Stats: Completed 118 of 204 passes for 1,535 yards and 20 touchdowns
as a quarterback his senior season … Threw four touchdown passes in a
50-46 loss to James Monroe in the Group AA Division 3 championship
game … Ran for 842 yards and 11 touchdowns as a senior … As a defen32 Inside Hokie Sports

sive back, recorded 80 tackles and intercepted four passes.
Top honors: A SuperPrep All-American and the top prospect in Virginia
by SuperPrep … Named The Associated Press Group AA player of the year
in Virginia … Ranked the top tight end prospect nationally by Rivals …
Rated the No. 4 overall prospect in Virginia by The Roanoke Times.
Why he chose Tech: “It’s the place where I felt most comfortable. I thought
it was the best fit for me, both as a football recruit and academically.”
On the recruiting process: “It was good. It was a little hectic. Coaches
were calling and wanting you to go here and there. But all in all, it was
good. It wasn’t that big of a deal.”
On his position at Tech: “I think they’re looking at me as a wide receiver.
They’re going to try to get me mismatched with some smaller corners. I’ll
play wherever they want. I don’t care.”
Notables: Born July 1, 1991 in Charlottesville, Va. … Son of Eddie and
Kim Carazona … Major is undecided.

David

Wang
6-2, 290, DT

Stone Bridge High; Ashburn, Va.
Stats: Stats were not available.
Top honors: Ranked the No. 18 prospect in Virginia by The Roanoke
Times … Rated the No. 28 prospect in Virginia by SuperPrep … Listed as
the No. 60 defensive tackle prospect in the nation by Scout.com … Rated
the No. 44 defensive tackle prospect in the nation by Rivals.
Why he chose Tech: “I’ve seen how everyone supports the school and I
really liked the coaches and players when I went down there.
“Because of my brother [Ed Wang], I’ve had a great opportunity. He’s let
me be around the program a lot. I’ve been able to see how great everything
is there.”
On what his brother has told him: “We don’t talk a lot about football.
But he has helped me some. He’s played a lot, so I listen to him. I know he
wants what is best for me.”
On his strengths: “My feet. I have quick feet and a lot of that comes
from working out with my dad. My dad’s helped me with a lot of stuff. We
have weights at home and we train a lot. I can lift with him and it’s a lot
of fun.”
Notables: Born Oct. 28, 1990 in Fairfax, Va. … Son of Robert and Nancy
Wang … His older brother, Ed, starts at left tackle for Tech … Major is
undecided.

Jerrodd

Williams
6-0, 185, CB

D.W. Daniel High; Central, S.C.
Stats: Had 44 tackles, broke up 10 passes and had four interceptions as
a senior … Returned 12 kicks for 312 yards and one touchdown … Also
returned 11 punts for 175 yards and one score … Sealed South Carolina’s
victory over North Carolina in the Shrine Bowl with a 59-yard interception
return for a touchdown.
Top honors: Listed the No. 19 prospect in South Carolina by SuperPrep
… Rated the No. 30 cornerback prospect in the nation by ESPN/Scouts,
Inc. … Rated the No. 36 cornerback prospect in the nation by Rivals and
No. 1 in South Carolina.
Why he chose Tech: “Me and Coach [Torrian] Gray built a relationship
last year and he kept in touch with me. They brought me up for that camp
[the one-day camp] and then made me an offer. The coaches are down to

earth. They keep it real and don’t sugarcoat things. I thought it was a good
fit for me.”
On his position: “I’ll be a cornerback and a kick returner and probably a
punt returner. I love being at cornerback. You can shut down a receiver and
make an impact on the game. That’s where I’ve always played.”
Notable: Born July 31, 1991 in Seneca, S.C. … Son of Jerome and Polly
Williams … Has an older sister and brother, Jerome, who attends Clemson
but plans on transferring to Tech and walking on … Contemplated major
is business.

start my senior year.’ But after that, things started rolling.”
Notables: Born June 15, 1991 in Danville, Va. … Son of Dwight and
Sheila Wilson … Has an older brother and a younger sister … Contemplated
major is architecture.

Tyrel

Wilson

David

Wilson
5-11, 195, RB

George Washington High; Danville, Va.
Stats: Rushed for 2,291 yards and 35 touchdowns – both school records
– his senior season … Rushed for more than 300 yards in a game twice …
Finished with 1,551 rushing yards and 17 touchdowns as a junior.
Top honors: A SuperPrep All-American … Named the Gatorade player
of the year in Virginia … Top-rated prospect in Virginia by The Roanoke
Times … Listed the No. 4 running back prospect in the nation by Rivals.
Why he chose Tech: “I chose Virginia Tech because I got that home
feeling when I went up there. The people are like a close family and they
have a great program there and great coaches.”
On playing running back at Tech: “I know they have a lot of great running backs, but I like the challenge. I like it when people push me. I think
that makes me better and makes everyone better.”
On his record-setting season: “I knew I was going to have a good season,
just not how good. I was worried after that first game. We played Varina
and I had, like, 50 yards, and I thought, ‘Man, this isn’t how I wanted to

Hey!

6-3, 230, LB
Hampton High; Hampton, Va.
Stats: Stats were not available.
Top honors: A first-team All-Group AAA selection by The Associated
Press as a linebacker his senior season … A first-team member of The
Daily Press Football All-Stars team … Rated the No. 45 prospect in
Virginia by The Roanoke Times and by SuperPrep.
Why he chose Tech: “It was between Virginia Tech and Tennessee and
it came down to distance. It was closer to home and I felt comfortable
there. Everything fit for me. Virginia Tech met all my needs athleticswise and school-wise.”
On his position: “I’ll probably be a linebacker or a defensive end. It
depends on my weight and where that falls. I’m 220 now, but my dad
[who was a player at Tennessee] was the same weight before he got to
Tennessee and he shot up. If I’m 240-250, I’ll probably play the defensive
line.”
On having his dad help him as a player: “My dad is laid back, but
if I had a question, he’d help me out. Sometimes, he’ll offer me some
pointers. He lets me do what I want, but he keeps me on the right path.
At times, he can be hard, but that’s rare.”
Notables: Born Jan. 29, 1990 in Chesapeake, Va. … Son of James and
Shari Wilson … Has two younger brothers … Major is undecided.

HOKIE FANS!
Let Team Link guide
you to your Dream
New River Valley
Property.

Escape to the mountains on your
GAME WEEK-ENDS.

Enjoy the game then slip away to your
own private, secluded spot like this 30 acre
wooded tract bordering the Jefferson National
Forest. This property is a great location to
park your RV or build that cozy cabin. You
can hike, fish, hunt or just listen to the quiet
sounds of nature.

Knollwood Condos

Great game day property! Located across the
street from the VT Corporate Research Center
and VCOM this very popular location is just
a hop, skip, and a jump to Lane Stadium and
VT campus. The condo complex also includes
a pool, workout room, tennis court and
community center. Two and Three bedroom
units available for sale now! (small picture)
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Real Estate

Bill Linkenhoker
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Hokie Grad & Golden Hokie

Sam Linkenhoker
540-230-1632
Golden Hokie

www.TeamLinkHome.com
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Women’s Hoops Notebook

Though not visible in the win column,

women’s hoops team making progress
By Matt Kovatch
As the Virginia Tech women’s basketball
team stumbled its way through an overtime
win against USC Upstate on Feb. 2, there
were audible grumbles in the crowd, some of
which can’t be repeated in this family magazine. There was some rolling of the eyes, and
some fans even headed for the exits before
the game was finished.
And that’s not to say any of that was
unwarranted – the Hokies shouldn’t have
any trouble taking care of the Spartans, a
team playing in just its second year at the
Division-I level. And that this came just one
day after Tech sputtered through one of its
worst halves of the season (Tech lost to N.C.
State after leading at halftime) makes the
Hokie loyalists’ frustration understandable.
But before losing faith in Beth
Dunkenberger’s squad and calling it a season,
think about how relatively well this team has
done considering what it’s had to deal with.
Not more than a week or two after this
publication released its optimistic basketball
preview issue, things began to fall apart for
the Hokies. Supremely talented sophomore
Andrea Barbour was dismissed from the
team, and it was determined that senior A.J.
Lemaitre likely wouldn’t play because of her
slowly healing, surgically-repaired knee.
Then Brittany Cook, the ACC’s leading scorer
from a year ago, blew out her anterior cruciate ligament during a preseason practice and
was lost for the season. Since then, senior

post player Amber Hall has been reduced
to the bench, having not played since Dec.
20 due to her chronically problematic back.
And all of that doesn’t even include the loss
of 6-foot-4 center Eleanor Brentnall, who
decided not to return to school before the
season even began.
There are a lot of reasons to throw in the
towel, but to Dunkenberger and her players’
credit, not once have they used any of those
personnel losses as an excuse for a single
defeat this season. That’s why those two ugly
games against N.C. State and USC Upstate
need to be taken with a grain of salt. We’ve
all had bad days or weeks at work – maybe
that’s all it was for the Hokies.
Besides, even with all of those players
who are unavailable this season, the 200708 Hokies won only two conference games.
And after an impressive, 65-61 road win
over Clemson on Jan. 28, this year’s squad
was already halfway to that figure with eight
league contests to play.
Something is different about this team.
Though it’s not showing up in the win column, for the most part, this team has played
harder than last year’s team. There hasn’t
been as many blowouts, and this team,
aside from that N.C. State game, doesn’t
disappear for entire halves at a time like it
did last year.
The Hokies lost by just four points on Jan.
8 to a Florida State team that sat atop the
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Junior Utahya
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breakout season when
she tallied career
highs of 30 points,
16 rebounds and
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Designer rooms,
private and serene,
convenient location
in Blacksburg, Va.
Joan Mitchell
reAlTor®
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... a quiet refuge
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ACC heading into the month of February.
They kept the loss at Boston College on
Jan. 11 to single digits despite going up
against arguably the best post duo in the
league, and then trailed by only three with
under a minute to play against No. 4 Duke
on Jan. 16. Tech put up 79 points, 16 more
than its per-game average, in a loss to No.
12 Maryland on Jan. 18, before taking No.
16 Virginia to the wire on Jan. 21. If there
was a ‘moral victory’ column in the standings, the Hokies might very well be in first
place.
Maybe the loss of all of those aforementioned players has caused the current players to band together a little tighter. Juniors
Utahya Drye and Lindsay Biggs have
stepped it up in a big way, and as of Jan. 6,
ranked ninth and 16th in the conference
in scoring, respectively. Freshman Shanel
Harrison has done an admirable job as her
playing time has increased, and sophomore Brittany Gordon has learned on the
fly as she’s grown into the center position.
Even sophomore transfer Nikki Davis has
been a much-welcomed, change-of-pace
addition.
Are those players where they need to be
yet? No, but they’re certainly making the
progress needed to turn things around in
2009-10. Though no coach wants to con-

done moral victories, Dunkenberger has
got to see the light at the end of the tunnel with her best recruiting class on the
way and Cook still having a good chance
of obtaining a medical waiver for a sixth
year of eligibility.
Here’s hoping the Hokie faithful see
that light at the end of the tunnel as well
because it seems to be on its way.

Hokies extremely
generous to Yow fund
On a side note, Virginia Tech played
host to N.C. State on February 1, just
eight days after the Wolfpack’s legendary
head coach, Kay Yow, succumbed to a
decades-long battle with cancer.
Before the game, on behalf of Virginia
Tech and the Hokie Hardwood Club,
Dunkenberger presented N.C. State interim head coach Stephanie Glance with
a check of $26,190 to be donated to the
Kay Yow/WBCA Cancer Fund.
The Kay Yow/WBCA Cancer Fund is
a charitable organization committed to
being a part of finding an answer in the
fight against women’s cancers through
raising money for scientific research,
assisting the underserved and unifying
people for a common cause.

2008-09 Schedule

Date			Opponent Time
Nov. 10 Mon.
Peach State (Exh.)	L, 70-79
14 Fri.
UNC Greensboro
W, 59-53
18 Tues.
Radford
W, 78-54
20 Thurs.
North Carolina Central W, 81-45
23 Sun.
at George Mason
W, 69-52
Vanderbilt Thanksgiving Tournament
28 Fri.
vs. St. Joseph’s
W, 66-63
29 Sat.
vs. #17 Vanderbilt
L, 43-72
Dec. 4 Thurs.
at Wisconsin (ACC/Big Ten Challenge)	L, 52-61
14 Sun.
James Madison
W, 72-70 (OT)
South Padre Island Shootout
19 Fri.
vs. IUPUI
L, 52-64
20 Sat.
vs. SMU
L, 56-63
Hokie Hardwood Classic
29 Mon.
Lafayette
W, 66-44
30 Tues.
Liberty
L, 43-45
Jan. 5 Mon.
Presbyterian
W, 64-31
8 Thurs.
Florida State*	L, 63-67
11 Sun.
at Boston College*	L, 62-73
16 Fri.
#4 Duke* 	L, 52-57
18 Sun.
at #12 Maryland* 	L, 79-96
21 Wed.
#16 Virginia*	L, 69-75
25 Sun.
Longwood
W, 73-57
28 Wed.
at Clemson*
W, 65-61
Feb. 1 Sun.
NC State* 	L, 46-57
2 Mon.	USC Upstate
W, 68-62 (OT)
5 Thurs.
at #8 North Carolina*	L, 77-93
8 Sun.
at #17 Virginia*	L, 61-69
12 Thurs.
Miami*
7 p.m.
15 Sun.
at Wake Forest*
3 p.m.
19 Thurs.
at Duke*
7 p.m.
22 Sun.
Wake Forest*
2 p.m.
26 Thurs.
Georgia Tech*
7 p.m.
ACC Tournament
5-8 Mar.
Greensboro, N.C. (Greensboro Coliseum)
*ACC game - Home games in CAPS

Distinctively Dye ~ Distinctively VT
Our Management Team is committed to building “The River” into the ﬁnest university aﬃliated golf facility in
the country. Each individual brings an impressive resume of leadership and experience to provide our members
and guests with superior playing conditions, a distinctive clubhouse and superb service for the ultimate golﬁng
experience. Visit our website staﬀ page or better yet, come out for a visit.

John Norton
Head PGA Pro/General Mgr.

Ann Martin
Business Manager

David Lowe
Chairman, Operating Board
River Course, L.L.C.

540-633-6732

Mark Cote
Golf Course Superintendent

Jay Hardwick
Director of Golf Operations

1-888-Pete-Dye

www.RiverCourseGolf.com
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What exactly
			 is a DOBO?
By Matt Kovatch

When you watch a basketball game, you’re probably
just focused on what goes on between the lines while
the clock is ticking and the ball is in play. But how did
the teams get to the arena? Where did they sleep?
What did they eat? Those are all important things, and
for the Hokies, that’s all taken care of by one person –
Jill Jameson. As the director of basketball operations
(DOBO) for the women’s hoops team, Jameson,
a former coach, is in charge of all the logistical
happenings that go on before the Hokies ever take the
court. Here’s a little look into what her job entails:

I’m kind of like a travel agent.

A d m i n i s t ra t i o n F e a t u r e

“I’m in charge of everything that goes on
behind the scenes and all of the logistics. I
arrange all of the team travel and plan out
most of the trips, including the buses, airplanes, charters and hotel rooms. I also order
the team meals and the equipment, uniforms
and shoes.”

Speaking of team meals,
there are lots of them.

“I am always ordering food. I talk a lot with
Amy Freel, the nutritionist for Tech athletics.
I plan out our pre-game meals on the road
and at home, and we also provide about one
meal a day (known as training tables) for
the girls throughout the week. We came up
with a list of about seven different options for
pre-game meals, and I have a list of 12 different menu options that I rotate through for
the training tables. When we go on the road,
we usually try to go to a nice restaurant …
usually a place that has good cheesecake. The
players don’t always get dessert, but I do!”

I have other responsibilities, too.

“I help out a lot with our booster club, the
Hokie Hardwood Club. A big part of that
is helping them to prepare for our annual
fundraising auction. I also handle the budget
for the team travel and equipment, and I’m
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in charge of all the summer camps; every
phase of camp is my responsibility. I also set
up community service opportunities for our
players. It can be stressful because I’m doing
a lot of things at once, and I have to be very
organized; I really have to be a multi-tasker.
I have to think and plan ahead, and I think it
helps that I’m a former coach because I know
what they like to have taken care of.”

I’m attached to my phone.

“One thing I’ve learned more than anything is to always double check on things and
not assume that everything is taken care of
just because you’ve sent it. You need to follow through; communication is huge. I’m on
the phone a lot. It’s very important, especially
when we have a charter flight. I’m constantly
calling the airports and I’m constantly calling the hotels. I have so many restaurants
and hotels in my phone that you wouldn’t
believe it. I have a Maggiano’s restaurant
listed for four different cities. I leave them all
in there because you never know when we’ll
be back.”

My job is the best of both worlds.

“People always ask me if I want to get
back into coaching and I say ‘Not at all.’
Why would I? I love this job. I coached for
13 years and just got really burned out. I

was the recruiting coordinator and I just
didn’t have a lot of time to have a life, so
I got out of it. Then Coach Dunkenberger
called (Jameson is a Tech alum and a former
graduate assistant and assistant coach) and
asked if I would like to be her DOBO. I still
get to be involved with the team and be a
part of their lives. The whole reason that
I coached in the first place was because I
wanted to be a positive influence on young
women and encourage them – not just for
basketball stuff, but for life – and to help
them as they grow up and mature. I still get
to do that. I’m not at practice every day, but I
get to travel with them and I get to see them
a lot. X’s and O’s weren’t really my strength.
My strength is relationships and people and
I still get to do all of that.”

I still get to coach at the camps.

“I love camp. That still allows me to be
involved with the basketball part of things. I
love kids and it’s a lot of fun. Once again, that’s
another place where we can just have a positive influence on young women. They get to
see our team and what is possible – that they
can earn a scholarship with their basketball
skills. But there is more to it, like being a good
person and getting good grades and having a
good work ethic. That’s the relationship part
and that’s what I love the most.”
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Baseball night in blacksburg
Some might say that Hall of Famer Jim
Palmer was born to pitch. But after seeing him
in action on Feb. 7 at Lane Stadium, it’s clear
that he was also born to tell a story.
The former Baltimore Orioles legend and
three-time Cy Young Award winner visited the Virginia Tech campus as the keynote
speaker of the second annual Baseball Night in
Blacksburg, an event that served both as a way
to raise money for the Virginia Tech baseball
program and as a way to kick off the Hokies’
upcoming season.
Palmer spoke to a crowd of more than 200
people in the west side stadium club of Lane
Stadium for nearly an hour, sharing tales from
his years as an all-star pitcher and as a television broadcaster.
After flying up from his home in West Palm
Beach, Fla., earlier in the morning, Palmer surprised the Hokie players by meeting privately
with them for 30 minutes in their locker room
upon his arrival. He then held a half-hour session with some local media before mingling
with the fans, posing for photos and signing
autographs.
But the highlight of the night was when he
got up on stage to speak to the crowd. Now a
veteran broadcaster of 16 years, Palmer obviously possesses stellar public speaking skills.
But it’s in a casual setting like Baseball Night
in Blacksburg where he seems the most com-

Palmer makes second Baseball
Night in Blacksburg a success
By Matt Kovatch

fortable, simply talking about the game that
he knows and that his admiring fans want to
know about.
He told stories about signing with the Orioles
as a teenager, his magical career with Baltimore
that included three World Series championships, what it was like to deal with fame (and
those infamous Jockey underwear ads), how
he got into broadcasting after his playing days
were over, working with (and doing fine impressions of) announcing legends like Howard
Cosell and Harry Caray, and what it was like
when he was inducted into the Hall of Fame.
Palmer displayed his razor-sharp memory
and well-timed sense of humor as he rattled
off statistics and anecdotes as if they had just
happened yesterday, and his personable nature

made the event an enjoyable and memorable
one for all in attendance.
The evening also included a dinner that was
fully catered by Blacksburg’s newest and hottest
restaurant, Bull and Bones Brewhaus and Grill,
as well as silent and live auctions of signed
sports memorabilia and an autograph session
with the Hokie baseball team. A total figure of
money raised on the night was not announced,
but head coach Pete Hughes thanked everyone
for each and every dime that was contributed
to the Tech program, especially in the tough,
economic times.
It was the second event in as many years for
the Tech baseball program, as Orioles legend
Cal Ripken, Jr., was the featured speaker at the
inaugural 2008 banquet.
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Head coach Pete Hughes and his staff head
into the 2009 baseball season a lot more
confident in the Hokies’ abilities than at this
point a year ago. Whereas last season’s roster
possessed boatloads of talent but not much
certainty, the new campaign starts with that
gap not quite so wide. The Hokies have overhauled their roster over the past two years
and 2008 served as a way to evaluate all of
that newfound talent. Now that players have
carved out roles for themselves, 2009 looks to
be an instrumental year in turning a slumping program back into the proud winner it
once was. Here’s a look at each of the positional areas:

Bas e b a l l p r e v i e w

INFIELDERS

Four Hokies who will definitely see plenty
of time on the field include redshirt senior
Ty Hohman, redshirt sophomore Michael
Seaborn, and true sophomores Tony Balisteri
and Austin Wates.
The key to the whole operation will be the
play of Balisteri at shortstop. He started 32
games in that spot a year ago and had the
up-and-down season that one would expect
from a freshman, both at the plate and with
the glove.
“Tony is our most athletic infielder,”
Hughes said. “He makes plays that no one
else on our team can make, but he needs to
make the routine play. And he needs a nice,
consistent approach at the plate where he
puts the ball in play more often. If he can do
that, our infield will be really solid.”
The coaches are really hoping Balisteri can
lock himself in at short and be consistent
from day-to-day simply because that allows
them to move Hohman around to wherever
he is needed. Hohman is as reliable as it gets
at any of the four infield positions, including
first.
“Tyler has been so steady,” Hughes said. “I
feel comfortable putting him anywhere in the
infield. We can use him as a swing guy if one
of those others isn’t playing consistently.”
The others include Wates at second and
Seaborn at third. Both had impressive offensive seasons as freshmen, but needed to
tighten things up defensively, and that seems
to have been taken care of in the fall.
First base will be a by-committee situation after losing stalwart Sean O’Brien to
graduation. If Balisteri gets comfortable at
short, Hohman could play first. It could be
true freshman Ronnie Shaban, a versatile
two-way guy who is also able to play second,
third or short, or it could be the 6-foot-6
Matt Blow, who spent much of his time last
year as a designated hitter. It could even be
catcher Anthony Sosnoskie, who worked at
first in the fall as a means of finding a way to
keep his bat in the lineup when he gets a day
off from behind the plate.
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After paying
dues in 2008,

young Hokies return

looking to reap the rewards
By Matt Kovatch

OUTFIELDERS

Hughes isn’t fretting about the outfield situation in 2009, and that probably has something to do with the fact that he has six players to mix and match in any combination.
“That’s our most competitive position on
the team,” Hughes said. “Any one of those six
guys can start for us and I wouldn’t be worried. I feel really good about our chances to
win with any of those guys out there.”
Those six players include seniors Klint
Reed and Sean Ryan, redshirt junior Steve
Domecus, juniors Steve Bumbry and Mike
Kaminski, and redshirt freshman Buddy
Sosnoskie. Though all six will contribute, the opening day starters figure to
be Domecus in left, Ryan in center and
Sosnoskie in right.
Domecus comes to Blacksburg after one
season at Moorpark College in California,
where he played after spending his freshman year at UC Santa Barbara. He’s a versatile athlete who can hit and run, and he’s
good enough at catcher that he will regularly
spell Anthony Sosnoskie behind the plate.
Ryan started nearly every game in center a
year ago and is likely to do so again. He is
one of the better defenders in the ACC
and has greatly improved his offensive
game, hitting .305 in 2008.
Buddy Sosnoskie was expected
to contribute a great deal last year
as a two-way player, but shoulder
surgery delayed his Hokie debut
until this season. He won’t factor
in on the mound in 2009, but he
should see a great deal of time in
the lineup because of his offensive talents and his potential to
be a leadoff hitter.

After starting nine
games in 2008,
Jesse Hahn will be
making the move
to the closer role
in 2009.

CATCHERS

The Hokies will have three
capable catchers at their disposal in 2009, and it starts
with junior Anthony
Sosnoskie, who has
steadily
improved
since splitting time as a
freshman.
He played in all 45 games in 2008 before
missing the final 10 contests with a broken
cheekbone, and he finished among the team
leaders in many offensive categories. He followed that up with a brilliant summer, finishing as the runner-up for MVP honors of the
Southern Collegiate League. Hughes thinks
that production can go even higher if he gets

some rest this season.
Spelling Sosnoskie will be Domecus and
sophomore Chris Kay. Domecus is very
athletic behind the plate for his size (6-4, 220
pounds) and could probably start every day
if not for Sosnoskie’s presence.
Not much was known of Kay’s ability
until Sosnoskie went down with the injury

last year, but he started the season’s final 10
games and performed rather impressively.
“I think catcher is our most skilled position right now,” Hughes said. “We have three
capable guys, and that’s been a major area of
concern for us the last two years. All three of
them can catch every day at the ACC level.”

STARTING PITCHERS

While the Hokies’ team ERA in 2008 was
too high for their liking, the season proved to
be extremely beneficial because it allowed a
lot of pitchers to work through their struggles
and find a role that is best suited for them.
The most obvious result of last year’s
growing pains is that two-thirds of the
2009 weekend starting rotation spent much
of last season coming out of the bullpen.
Redshirt senior Rhett Ballard and sophomore Justin Wright figure to be options No.
1 and 2 against ACC foes this year after each
smoothly made the transition from reliever
to starter a season ago.
Ballard set a Tech record for relief appearances with 34 in 2007 and was on his way to
doing it again last year before becoming a
starter. While he didn’t earn the wins to prove
it, the 6-6 submariner became the Hokies’
most valuable pitcher because of his ability to
work deep into games, let alone the fact that
he led the team in strikeouts with 74.
The left-handed Wright was almost an
afterthought before the 2008 campaign but
wound up as one of the team’s biggest surprises. He was so successful out of the bullpen in 17 relief appearances that the coaches
tried his hand at starting against VCU in
early April. Though he only threw 2.1 innings
in that game, his workload steadily increased
until he went the distance in an upset of No.
1 Miami in May.
Joining Ballard and Wright in the weekend
rotation will likely be Sean McDermott, a
left-handed sophomore who learned on
the fly in 16 appearances (seven starts) as a
freshman. Junior Josh Wymer and freshmen
Mathew Price and Luke Erickson will be the
main candidates for the mid-week starting
roles.

RELIEF PITCHERS

The Hokie who made the biggest improvement in the offseason was 6-5 right-hander
Jesse Hahn, and he also represents the biggest
change in the pitching staff heading into the
2009 campaign. Hahn started a team-high
nine games in 2008, but his stuff has become
so electric that the Hokies intend on using
him as a lights-out closer this season.
“The age-old question is what do you do
with that arm?” Hughes said of Hahn. “Do
you start him once a week? Or do you roll the
dice with him as a closer and run the risk of
not getting to a save situation? We think our
program is better now to the point where we
are going to be in save situations. We couldn’t

do that last year, and that’s why Rhett became
a starter. It’s not written in stone, but I think
we’re good enough with enough depth to get
to save situations this year.”
But as Hughes alluded to, there is no reason to have a dominant closer if you don’t
have the middle relief to reach him when you
need to. That’s where pitchers like juniors
Ben Rowen, Kyle Cichy and Rob Whitley,
redshirt sophomore Brandon Fisher, and
even Wymer factor in.
“Those guys are going to be the most valuable part of our team,” Hughes said. “They’re
going to have bridge the gap from our starters to our closer.”

Blacksburg’s

living
best student

2009 baseball schedule
Date		
Opponent
Time/Result
Courtyard by Marriott Classic
Feb. 20
vs. UNC Asheville #
Noon
21
at Wofford (DH)
1 p.m.
22
at USC Upstate
2 p.m.
24
East Tennessee State
3 p.m.
25
East Tennessee State
3 p.m.
Hawthorn Suites Hokie Invitational
27
Bucknell
3 p.m.
28
Bucknell (DH)
1 p.m.
Mar. 1
Youngstown State
1 p.m.
3
Radford
3 p.m.
6
at Duke *
3 p.m.
7
at Duke *
2 p.m.
8
at Duke *
1 p.m.
9
Bryant University
3 p.m.
10
at Radford
3 p.m.
13
North Carolina *
3 p.m.
14
North Carolina *
2 p.m.
15
North Carolina *
1 p.m.
17	VMI	
5:30 p.m.
18
VMI
5:30 p.m.
20
Georgia Tech *
5:30 p.m.
21
Georgia Tech *
5:30 p.m.
22
Georgia Tech *
1 p.m.
24
USC Upstate
5:30 p.m.
25
Vcu
5:30 p.m.
27
at NC State *
6:30 p.m.
28
at NC State *
2 p.m.
29
at NC State *
1:30 p.m.
31
at James Madison
3 p.m.
Apr. 3
Wake Forest *
5:30 p.m.
4
Wake Forest *
1 p.m.
5
Wake Forest *
1 p.m.
7
Gardner-Webb
5:30 p.m.
8
James Madison
5:30 p.m.
10
at Maryland *
7 p.m.
11
at Maryland *
4 p.m.
12
at Maryland *
1 p.m.
15
at High Point
6 p.m.
17
Clemson *
5:30 p.m.
18
Clemson *
5:30 p.m.
19
Clemson *
1 p.m.
21
William & Mary
5:30 p.m.
22
at Liberty
3 p.m.
24
at Miami *
7 p.m.
25
at Miami *
7 p.m.
26
at Miami *
1 p.m.
28
High Point
5:30 p.m.
May 1
at Florida State *
6 p.m.
2
at Florida State *
6 p.m.
3
at Florida State *
1 p.m.
5
Liberty
7 p.m.
10
Delaware State (DH)	Noon
14
Virginia *
5:30 p.m.
15
Virginia *
5:30 p.m.
16
Virginia *
1 p.m.
May 20-24	ACC Championships at Durham, N.C.

come see what you’ve
been missing
• Swimming pool with spa
• Private bedrooms
• State-of-the-art
fitness center
• Two tanning beds
• Basketball and
tennis courts
• Sand volleyball
courts
• Individual leases
• Game room and
media lounge
• Business/computer
center
• Furnished units
• Full kitchens
• Full size washer and
dryer in each unit
• Study lounge
• Cable television provided
• Community barbeque
• Ample parking available
• On-site management
and maintenance

1600 Patrick Henry Drive
the village at

blacksburg

540.953.1800
thevillageatblacksburg.com

*ACC game; # - in Spartanburg, S.C. - Home games in CAPS
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lacrosse Preview

Optimism riding high
as lacrosse opens 2009 season
By Matt Kovatch
Oftentimes when previewing a team’s season, no matter the sport, it is easy to point
to a team’s youth and either hype up the
potential of those youngsters or prepare for
the growing pains that will stem from their
inexperience. And when it comes to the 2009
Virginia Tech lacrosse team, both cases are
extremely prevalent. Why? Of the Hokies’
23-member roster, 20 players are either
sophomores or freshmen, and while that
may be cause for some concern in areas
like depth and experience, head coach
Katrina Silva couldn’t be more excited
about the promise and eagerness of
this year’s squad. Here’s what she
had to say in advance of the Feb.
14th season opener with Drexel:

Senior Rachel
Culp tallied 34
goals last season and
will look to increase that
number in 2009 as Tech’s
top offensive threat.

IHS: What are your thoughts
on the mood and the chemistry
of this year’s team?
KS: This is certainly the
most upbeat team that we’ve
had here. All of the kids who
have come into the program
since I’ve started have the right
vision in mind. They want to win
in the ACC and they want to be competitive on the national scene. But that takes
experience, time and effort, and they’re a
hard-working group that has a positive
attitude about where the program is
going. That’s a big thing – you’ve
got to have a vision before you
get out there and start doing
it. They’ve worked hard and
they’re upbeat about the possibilities that lie ahead.

Lacr o ss e Pr e v i e w

IHS: So would you say that
you feel more confident in the
team right now than you did at this
point a year ago?
KS: Absolutely. This is the most athletic team that we have ever had here,
hands down. We are faster than we’ve
ever been, we move better than we ever
have and we can catch and throw better
than we ever have. We certainly lack
the experience and the depth
that an older group would
have, but talent-wise, this is
the best team we’ve ever seen
here.
But of course, there are changes
that still need to happen here. One of those
changes is that our sophomores are learning
how to step up and become leaders, and that’s
good – they were our first recruited class and
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they really came in with the right mentality
and work ethic. That’s the fundamental piece
that you have to have when you build a program and they share that. They’re figuring
out how to lead both by example and with
their voices. That’s a big challenge for them,
but they’re doing well and moving in the
right direction.
IHS: You only have two seniors on this
squad, one of whom is Rachel Culp, the
team’s returning leading scorer. How valuable will she be this year?
KS: Rachel really embraced our (the coaching staff ’s) goals as her goals when we got
here. She wants this program to get its first
ACC win before she leaves. She knew how
hard she would have to work, she accepted it,
she was excited about it and she has changed
tremendously as a player over the three years
that I’ve known her. On the field, you can’t
deny her. She has a knack for scoring, she has
a great field sense and she leads every day by
example.
IHS: How important is it that goalkeeper
Kari Morrison, who was third in the nation
in saves last year, is your other senior?
KS: Kari knew what she was getting into
when she came here (Morrison transferred
from Colgate in 2006 when Silva left there
to come to Tech). She knew my vision and
the work that she would have to put into it,
and she’s always been very excited about that.

2009 lacrosse schedule

Date		
Opponent
Time/Result
Feb. 14
at Drexel
1 p.m.
18
at Virginia *
4 p.m.
21
James Madison
1 p.m.
25
at William & Mary
6 p.m.
28
George Mason
1 p.m.
Mar. 3
Vanderbilt
4 p.m.
8
George Washington
1 p.m.
10
at Davidson
6 p.m.
14
Boston College *	Noon
18
at Duke *
5 p.m.
21
at Louisville
1 p.m.
25
North Carolina *
4 p.m.
28
Old Dominion
1 p.m.
Apr. 4
at American
1 p.m.
7
Longwood
4 p.m.
11
at Oregon
4 p.m.
18
Maryland *
1 p.m.
ACC Tournament (Blacksburg Va.)
23	First Round	TBA
24	Semifinals	TBA
26	Finals	TBA
NCAA Championships
May 10
vs. First Round	TBA
16
vs. Quarterfinals	TBA
22
vs. Semifinals	TBA
24
vs. Finals	TBA
*ACC game - Home games in CAPS

She loves the opportunity to play at this level
every day against the top teams in the nation.
She plays hard, and if she picks up a couple of
more ground balls or we win some of those
one-goal games, we become a whole different
program.
IHS: You mentioned the importance of
your sophomores taking it to the next level.
How involved are Allie Emala (28 goals as
a freshman) and Caitlyn Wier (12 goals) in
that process?
KS: Allie certainly is. We’ve made some
changes as to how we will use her. She played
midfield last year, but she will be more on
the attack this year. She has a great presence
about her. She’s a big, strong, young woman
who plays very hard and is very competitive and driven to win. Meanwhile, Caitlyn
is working hard every day and she’s trying
to figure out what she wants her role to be.
She has a knack for scoring and that’s what I
would love for her to bring every day. When
she gets a good look at the cage, the ball’s going into the back of the net. She had some
big goals for us last year. Now we need her
to create those types of opportunities every
time she touches the ball.
IHS: How about the freshman class?
Someone is going to have to stand out from
that group because of necessity, so who
might that be?

KS: There is a group of them – Julie
Wolfinger, Tori O’Shea and Jess Nonn – who
are going to be in the midfield and they’re going to make a big impact. The biggest splash
that comes from that group is their sense of
team and their sense of being committed together. It’s hard to pick one kid out because,
every day, one of the other ones will work just
as much as the others. A different one surprises me every day and that is really exciting. Jess has really improved on areas of her
game that we really wanted to see, while Julie
and Tori are two really consistent, athletic,
fun-to-watch players. They’re not flashy, but
they are kids who, when you look at the stat
sheet, you will be pleasantly surprised. Also,
Morgan Widlake could be a huge surprise.
She’s emerging on the offensive end. She has
a nice, smooth shot, and she works hard at
creating more opportunities for herself. I
could also see Christina Patten standing out
for us on defense.
IHS: You’ve talked about some of the
things that excite you about this team. What
are you still worried about?
KS: Depth is a huge question for us right
now. We’re missing that important reserve
piece and I think that role never gets recognized the way that it should. To have a kid
who comes off the bench for a couple minutes when someone isn’t playing well or to
give someone a break – that’s huge. I don’t

think we’re going to have the depth that we
would like this year, and the other thing is
experience. There is nothing like playing in
the ACC, especially in women’s lacrosse when
you’re looking at four teams ranked near the
top 10. Hopefully, our athleticism can make
up for a lot of those missing pieces. Those are
two areas – experience and depth – that we
are going to be a little bit short on this year,
and we have to find creative ways to make up
for those things quickly.
IHS: Finally, is this the year Virginia Tech
gets its first ACC win?
KS: Yeah, I think so. We’ve been so close.
We have lost to Boston College by one goal in
each of the past two years. Last year, we had
them on the ropes – we were up 6-1 in the
first 15 minutes of the game. I think BC was
shocked at how quickly we came out, but I
think our kids were, too, and that’s not a good
thing because we couldn’t sustain the lead. I
think it’s a huge hurdle that this team needs to
overcome this year. We have the athleticism,
and from an all-around standpoint, I think
we’re ready to make that jump. But the kids
need to know that they’ve worked hard enough
and they need to believe that this is their time
and this is their year. They’ve doubted that in
the past and asked, “Is this really going to happen?” Instead, we need to say, “This is going
to happen, and it’s going to happen on March
14.” We’re excited about it.

OUTER BANKS, NC
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softball Preview

Challenges
await
softball
team
in encore to last season’s success
By Matt Kovatch

Senior Charisse
Mariconda, who
entered the 2009
season having never
missed a game, is
Tech’s top offensive
threat after hitting
.340 a year ago.

A look at the Hokies’ depth chart

C
Amber Walker	Kelsey Hensel
Alicia Field
1B
Beth Walker	Kim Jalm	Kristin Graham
2B	Kristen Froehlich
Erin Ota
--SS
Erin Ota	Kristen Froehlich	Kristin Graham
3B
Charisse Mariconda Alicia Field
--LF
Jessica Everhart
Jenna Rhodes
Marra Hvozdovic
CF
Richelle McGarva
Jenna Rhodes
Marra Hvozdovic
RF
Whitney Davis
Jenna Rhodes
Marra Hvozdovic
DP
Jenna Rhodes	Kim Jalm	Kristin Graham
P	Kenzie Roark
Abbie Rexrode	Kristin Graham
* Pitcher Heather Lowry will miss the season after undergoing Tommy John surgery.

s o f t b a l l Pr e v i e w

The 2008 Virginia Tech softball season
was one for the ages, as the Hokies enjoyed
a magical postseason run to the Women’s
College World Series in Oklahoma City,
upset the U.S. national team, featured the
national player of the year and won the ACC
championship for the second straight year.
Tech was on cloud nine for much of last
season, but things come back down to earth
this sping as head coach Scot Thomas and
the Hokies face more challenges than they’ve
had to deal with in quite some time. Here’s a
look at some of those challenges and how the
Hokies plan to face them:

Challenge #1:
A target is on Tech’s back.

The Hokies were the talk of the softball
world last spring, and their ACC foes got the
chance to hear all about it while watching
on television as Tech marched through the
NCAA Tournament. While Thomas and the
Hokies have focused on the future and not
what happened last year, that’s not necessarily the case with Tech’s 2009 opponents.
“Obviously, when you have someone who
is the caliber of Angela Tincher – someone
who is the national player of the year and
basically the Heisman Trophy winner of
softball – you have to put that era behind
you and you have to move forward,” Thomas
said. “The biggest thing I’ve tried to preach
44 Inside Hokie Sports

to our team is that no matter who is on our
roster at this point, we have a bigger target
on our back because of the World Series
appearance and because of teams seeing us
on TV so many times. We need to realize
that target is still there and step up to the
challenge.”
But it’s not just the World Series and the
fact that Tincher relentlessly mowed down so
many batters. The Hokies have captured each
of the last two ACC tournament championships, in addition to the 2007 regular-season
title. Their conference foes are likely sick and
tired of the orange and maroon, and they’re
waiting to get their next shot at dethroning
them.

Challenge #2:
Replacing three productive seniors.

Not only is Tincher gone from the roster,
but so is three-year starting catcher Kelsey
Hoffman and four-year starting outfielder
Caroline Stolle. All three were instrumental
parts of Tech’s success for a long time, but it’s
important to remember that the Hokies have
a lot of talent returning. In fact, six starters return, five of which are seniors (outfielder Jess
Everhart, third baseman Charisse Mariconda,
first baseman Beth Walker, infielder Erin Ota
and designated player Jenna Rhodes).
“Hopefully, having all of those players
back will pay off for us as the season goes

on,” Thomas said. “We can use that maturity
to not only give us stability at the beginning
of the season, but also to help us peak at the
right time later on.”
New pitching coach Barb Sherwood, who
spent last season coaching at ACC rival
Florida State, has stressed to the team that
she still sees a lot of the players whom she
was worried about facing when she was a
Seminole. Here’s hoping the Hokies recognize that as something from which to gain
some confidence.

Challenge #3:
Dealing with pitching injuries.

Replacing Tincher’s contributions were
going to be difficult enough, but that task has
been made even tougher because of a pair of
injuries to 50 percent of the pitching staff.
Freshman Kristin Graham, a former Georgia
Class 5A player of the year, hasn’t been
healthy since the fall and still isn’t throwing
yet, while junior Heather Lowry was lost for
the season when she underwent Tommy John
surgery last August.
That leaves sophomore Kenzie Roark,
who appeared in 20 games last season and
struck out 60 batters in 58 innings pitched,
and freshman Abbie Rexrode as the only two
arms available to start the season. Thomas
said that Roark will do a great job as long
as she prevents the long ball, something she

demonstrated that she could do in the fall,
and that Rexrode will be just fine as long as
she stays in the right place mentally. But until
Graham gets healthy, the Hokies are walking
on thin ice in the circle.
“A staff consisting of a freshman and
sophomore is not how you want to go into
the season, but that’s all we have right now,”
Thomas said. “We have more pieces of the
puzzle missing right now than what we had
planned on, but that being said, I think we
have the type of kids to put behind those
young pitchers to still get the job done.”

Challenge #4:
Filling the void
at shortstop and catcher.

Shortstop Misty Hall was the Hokies’ biggest offensive threat a year ago, and with the
graduation of Hoffman, she was set to move
to catcher with backup Jess Hodge taking
over at short. However, Hodge got homesick
and decided not to return to Tech, and Hall
was lost for the year because of a violation of
university policy. Suddenly, Thomas was in a
bind to find starters at two key positions.
“We’re moving some players around and
some of them are going to have to step up for
us a lot earlier than we anticipated,” Thomas
said.
One of those players is freshman Kristen
Froehlich, who has been slotted into second
base duty now that Ota, a three-year starter
at second, will make the transition to short.
The Hokies will also need one of their
catchers to step up and fill a need. The two
main options include junior Amber Walker,
who tallied just 12 at-bats last season, and
Kelsey Hensel, a freshman from Palm Beach
Gardens, Fla. Thomas said the key for Walker
will be relaxing, getting settled in and just
playing the game, while Hensel is a “baller”
who will just need to learn how to manage a
game on the fly.
“Both of those girls are working hard and
both will get a shot at the job,” Thomas said.
“We’re also working [sophomore] Alicia
Field and [freshman] Marra Hvozdovic back
there.”

Challenge #5:
Scoring runs.

With Tincher gone, the Hokies can no longer count on one or two runs being enough
to win the game. The Tech offense is going
to have to produce more than they are used
to in order to compensate for some growing
pains that the young pitching staff might
have to weather.
One source of that offense figures to be
sophomore Richelle McGarva, a transfer who
played one season at Lake City Community
College in Florida and who will take over
center field as Everhart moves to left to replace Stolle.

“She’s going to be important for us,”
Thomas said of McGarva. “She has a great
eye for the ball and she makes the lineup a lot
more solid from top to bottom. In the end,
she’s going factor in big-time. Our expectations are high for her.”
In addition to McGarva and Mariconda,
who hit a team-high .340 last year, two other
Hokies who might make a splash are right
fielder Whitney Davis and first baseman Kim
Jalm.
Davis started last season and hit a big
home run against Michigan in the NCAA
Tournament, but Thomas feels she is poised
for a breakout campaign after a solid preseason. Another source of runs could be
Jalm, a masher who missed last season due
to academic troubles and who is competing
for the first base job with incumbent Beth
Walker.

2009 softball schedule
Date		
Opponent
Time/Result
Chattanooga Challenge
Feb. 6
vs. Maine
W, 4-1
6
vs. Troy
W, 1-0
7
vs. Tennessee Tech	L, 0-15 (5 inn.)
7
at Chattanooga	L, 0-8 (6 inn.)
8
at Chattanooga	L, 4-5
Georgia State First Pitch Classic
14
vs. Missouri
2:30 p.m.
14
at Georgia State
4:45 p.m.
15
vs. Evansville
10 a.m.
18
at Radford
2 p.m.
Kickin’ Chicken Classic
20
at Coastal Carolina
2 p.m.
20
vs. Maine
4:30 p.m.
21
vs. Western Carolina
9 a.m.
21
vs. Appalachian State
11:30 a.m.
22
at Coastal Carolina
2 p.m.
NFCA Leadoff Classic
27
vs. Michigan
1:30 p.m.
27
vs. Alabama
6:30 p.m.
28
vs. Southern Illinois
1:30 p.m.
28
vs. DePaul
4 p.m.
Mar. 1
vs. Illinois State
11 a.m.
USF Under Armour Invitational
6
vs. Lehigh
11 a.m.
6
vs. South Florida
4 p.m.
7
vs. Fordham
1 p.m.
11
at Lipscomb (DH)
2 p.m.
14	NC State (DH) *	Noon
15	NC State *
1 p.m.
21
Georgia Tech (DH) *	Noon
22
Georgia Tech *
1 p.m.
24
Radford
7 p.m.
28
at Virginia (DH) *
1 p.m.
29
at Virginia *
1 p.m.
31
at East Tennessee State
5 p.m.
Apr. 4
at Florida State (DH) *
4 p.m.
5
at Florida State *
1 p.m.
10
Boston College *
6 p.m.
11
Boston College (DH) *	Noon
15
at Liberty (DH)
2 p.m.
18
at North Carolina (DH) *
1 p.m.
19
at North Carolina *
1 p.m.
21
Longwood (DH)
5 p.m.
25
Maryland (DH) *	Noon
26
Maryland *
1 p.m.
May 2
vs. Campbell
1 p.m.
2
at East Carolina
5 p.m.
3
at East Carolina	Noon
May 8-10	ACC Softball Championship	TBA

Main Street Inn,
located in the heart of historic,
downtown Blacksburg,
Within walking distance to Virginia Tech.
Guests can enjoy dining, music, theater
and shopping... all a short stroll away.
With 32 two room suites and 2 universal
design ADA-compliant rooms, Main Street
Inn has been designed with guest comfort and
convenience as priorities. Exceptional service
is our hallmark and mission.
Amenities include free WiFi internet, flat
screen cable TV, refrigerator, microwave, wet bar, c o f fe e maker, in-room
safe, hair dryer, iron and ironing board
and oversized showers.

*ACC game - Home games in CAPS
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OLYMPI C S PO R T S
With the Virginia Tech wrestling team having
the best season in its history, why shouldn’t it shoot
for having the largest home attendance figure in its
history?
On Feb. 8, that’s exactly what the Hokies did. Head
coach Kevin Dresser and the sports marketing staff
blew out the event in a big way for defending ACC
champion Maryland’s trip to town, and the match
wound up drawing a Tech-record 1,763 fans to the
event, surpassing the mark of 1,638 that was set in
2001 when No. 1 Minnesota came to Blacksburg.
Sure, there were enticing reasons to show up
at Cassell Coliseum on that Sunday afternoon.
The match followed a wildly entertaining men’s
basketball game against N.C. State, the first 200
fans received a free HokieBird bobble head doll,
and an $1,800 scooter was given away to one lucky
fan. The week before
the match, Dresser
even sent
out

Jarrod Garnett is one of the many young Hokies who have helped
the wrestling team to its first national ranking in program history.
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Wrestlers capitalize on early fortune
by drawing record crowd By Matt Kovatch
a department-wide e-mail encouraging employees and student-athletes to come out and support
the team.
But the biggest reason of all? How about the
fact that the young Hokie grapplers, a bunch that
won just seven matches a year ago, entered the
bout with Maryland ranked No. 13 in the nation
with a record of 17-1?
That probably had a lot to do with it, and after
Tech defeated the Terps that day, wrestling fever
is riding high in the New River Valley, especially
with the ACC Championships coming to Cassell
Coliseum on March 7.
It’s been a surprising season thus far for the
Hokies, and there very well may be more surprises
in store.
“I’m a little surprised at the way that some of
these true freshmen have performed,” Dresser
said. “I knew they had the ability and I knew they
were going to be good, but they’ve really stepped
it up early in their careers. For a true freshman to
compete in the top 20 of his weight class in the
nation right away – that’s a real tribute to him.”
Two freshmen of whom Dresser speaks are
Jarrod Garnett, the country’s 14th-best (as of Feb.
8) in the 125-pound weight class, and Pete Yates,
who was ranked No. 20 at 149 pounds. Garnett
and Yates are just two of the youngsters who have
Tech in the national polls for the first time ever,

drawing fans to see them in record numbers.
One of those fans is Dresser himself.
“It’s cool because before I took over here, I was
a huge Virginia Tech wrestling fan,” the thirdyear head coach said of what it’s like to see the
Hokies’ name in the national rankings. “And I
still am a huge fan; I just happen to be the coach
now. But simply from the standpoint of a Hokie
fan, I’ll tell ya – I’m excited.”

Tennis squads
begin spring campaigns

With baseball, softball and lacrosse getting
their seasons underway in February, we would be
remiss if we didn’t mention the start of the men’s
and women’s tennis teams’ dual match seasons.
The women’s team, behind the play of senior
Jessica Brouwer, upset 31st-ranked Ohio State on
Feb. 8 to begin its schedule with a 4-1 mark, having also recorded victories over Elon, Longwood
and Iowa.
The men, meanwhile, opened their season
with a 2-1 record after defeating 44th-ranked
Penn State on Feb. 7 by a score of 4-2. The Hokies
had previously beaten No. 41 New Mexico before
losing to No. 1 Ohio State despite junior Yoann
Re’s upset of the nation’s sixth-ranked player, an
achievement that earned him ACC player of the
week honors on Feb. 3.

All-Americans support all Hokies.

To find out more about All-American performances at Virginia Tech,
visit us on the web at www.vt.edu/All-Americans

Long-time Hokie Club members Garnett and Patsy Smith understand that the
impact of All-American performances goes well beyond the playing field. That’s
why these generous benefactors have supported more than a dozen programs
and initiatives across campus. The breadth of their support has allowed Virginia
Tech to have a positive influence on our community, the region, and the world.
And today, the Smith Career Center – named in their honor – is preparing
graduates to spread that impact even further.

Phone: 540/231-2801 or 800/533-1144 | Fax: 540/231-2802
Office of University Development (0336), University Gateway Center
Blacksburg, Virginia 24061 | www.campaign.vt.edu

Like the Smiths, you too can help create and sustain All-American performances
at Virginia Tech. Your gift, whether it’s through the Annual Fund or directed to
a specific scholarship or program, can help Virginia Tech’s graduates achieve
the same kind of remarkable impact in their chosen fields that our athletes are
making on their playing fields.
Support more All-Americans in all fields. Contribute to The Campaign for
Virginia Tech: Invent the Future.

